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The

Senior Athletes
Deserving seniors win honorable awards!

by Kevin Fagan

Student-athletes at DeKalb have 
been known for their dedication to their 
respective sport. Countless hours have 
been poured in by these athletes. Se-
nior year is coming to an end, and with 
it comes recognition for their hard work.

On Sunday, April 29th, senior students 
that had played on a varsity team were 
honored for their commitment and hard 
work by the Barb Boosters with a ban-
quet. This banquet included an awards 
ceremony which highlighted  athletes 
that have stood out from the rest. There 
were a total of 5 awards given.

The first award given was the Carey 
Kresheck Outstanding Senior Athlete 
Award it was awarded to Haley Brown 
who started on 2 varsity sports, bas-
ketball and soccer. “I’m so grateful for 
my coaches choosing to give me this 
award, my favorite DHS athlete mem-
ory is definitely beating Boylan for the 
first time in the soccer program history” 

Senior athletes attending the banquet. Photo provided by Zach Donahue.

Senior guys holding their awards. Photo provided by Zach Donahue.
said Brown.

The counterpart award was also 
handed out, the Derek Gymon Out-
standing Senior Athlete. The male se-

nior who won was Benjamin Allen. Allen 
has run for Cross Country and Track, 
both on varsity.

Next, Noah Valin and Jasmine 
Kemp won the Gary McCabe 
Memorial Scholarship of $500. 
“My favorite moment in sports 
throughout my 4  year would 
be beating Lake Park this past 
football season. “It was a mo-
ment in my life that I’ll never 
forget.” said Valin.

Every senior athlete was 
awarded with a etched com-
memorative plaque.

Finally, Brian jay Ross was 
awarded the Tom McCallister 
Athletic Award for being an 
outstanding person both on 
and off the football field.

The DHS senior athletes were 
shown appreciation for their 
hard work and dedication to the 
DeKalb Athletics program. Good 
luck to all these student-ath-
letes in their future academic 
and athletic endeavors.

As the end of the year approaches, 
senior students will be graduating 
and moving on with their respective 
life adventures. Students will be go-
ing off to the military, leaving for col-
lege, or taking a break from school 
and getting a job.

Without  a doubt, many seniors have 
learned many life lessons throughout 
their four years here at DeKalb High 
School. These seniors would like to 
share their thoughts and their experi-
ences to build up and encourage their 
fellow high schoolers to fight and work 
hard for their dreams.

Senior words of wisdom
Seniors give good advice for DHS students!

by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

Anan Ghrayeb ex-
pressed his advice 
for underclassmen 
stating, “I suggest 
you go out of your 
comfort zones and 
join/do things you 
never thought you’d 
like. In the process 

you’ll meet peopley ou would have nev-
er talked to and build up lasting friend-
ships. It’s ok to not know what you want 
to be in the future, but at the same 
time make sure you’re making steps 
in the right direction by experimenting 

everywhere. Always prioritize your stud-
ies and stay focused on your goals, no 
matter what they might be.”

Photos provided by people in them

Jose Carmona 
shared that, “High 
School is only four 
years so make them 
count. Join a club, 
play a sport, make 
new friends, or just 
talk to that cute girl in 

your math class. It’s about having fun 
and living a little.”

Matt Angel explained the importance 
of fighting to achieve your goals and do 
it for you, Angel said, “Never say no to 
an opportunity because of what other 
people might think, live life for you and 
you only”.

Senior student 
Hernan Banuelos 
said, “These for 
years flew by so 
quickly so make 
the most out of ev-

erything and spread positive vibes.
Rebecca Sanchez said, “Make your 

senior year a good year and don’t 

stress out with 
school, but also 
don’t procrasti-
nate.”

Not only do se-
niors reccomend 
to try the best you 
can your senior 

year, but Bashar Alkarzon said, “Try as 
hard as you can your freshman year 
as well. Every year here in high school 
matters.”

Nhi Vo said, “My 
advice is to keep 
seeking ways to 
grow. Often times 
people think suc-
cessis when you’re 
performing better than the person you 
were yesterday. To grow, just try your 
best in whatever you do, and even if 
you’re not passionate about school, be 
passionate about something.”

Justin Le said, “Do your homewrok 
and be a hard worker in school. Don’t 
do anything  at the last minute”.

Congratulations seniors on all of  
your accomplishments and achieve-
ments throughout your four years at 
DeKalb High School.
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Mission Statement
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tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
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The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
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administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

Four Stages of High Scool

by zach Donahue

Senior reflects on time at DHS

As my senior 
year comes to 
a close, I re-
flect back on 
my four years 
here at DHS. 
Freshman year 
for me was all 
about testing 
the water and 

getting a feel for everything. 
Freshman year is the most im-

portant year in high school because 
that’s where you make first impres-
sions and where you get a feel for how 
high school works. Most importantly, 
it is when you learn who you’re going 
to hangout with and become friends 
with. 

It’s important that you hit fresh-
man year hard and take advantage of 
all the summer school opportunities 
to get ahead in credits. Also, it’s good 
to get into sports, clubs, etc. Through-
out your freshman year, you will get 
the hang of finding all of your classes 
and understanding how the teachers 
operate.

The biggest concept all freshman 
need to understand is the teachers 
have something you need which is a 
class credit. Without credit, you won’t 
graduate. So be respectful and get 
your work done because you need 
them more than they need you.

Sophomore year is probably the 
most dull year for most students be-
cause you’ve been at DHS a year and 
you’re already tired. That’s the hard-
est part about sophomore year. If 
you anticipate that it will be boring, 
it could lead to a miserable year. To 
avoid having a bad year, you should 
go into the year with plans, goals, and 
thinking you’re going to be a better 
you than you were freshman year. 

Also this is the year you start get-

ting a feel for what you want to study in 
college. If you did what you were sup-
posed to freshman year, you should 
have some space in you schedule to 
take some elective classes. You may 
find it tempting to give up sophomore 
year. However, You’re halfway to grad-
uation at this point so stick with it!

Junior Year is known to be the 
hardest year of them all. Junior year 
is the year you kick everything into 
high gear. You begin exploring your 
potential majors and schools. You 
also have to decide if college is the 
best route for you. Also, you should 
have more openings in your schedule 
to take more electives or study halls.

The college process can be stress-
ful. A lot of factors play into picking a 
college especially if you play sports. 
Not only do you have to find a college 
with your major, but then you have to 
find a program where you think you fit 
in and feel comfortable. Don’t let it 
stress you out. 

Senior year, for the most part 
should be easy. You barely have 
classes and you can somewhat relax.

Senior year is the bittersweet year. 
You’re happy that you are about to 
graduate. Most of your high school 
career you spend time waiting to es-
cape DHS. You may think you’re not 
going to miss high school, but it’s go-
ing to be hard to let the little things 
you took for granted go when the time 
comes to leave the nest. You will al-
ways remember the connections you 
made with teachers and coaches and 
the friends you’ve made. 

The lessons you’ve learned and 
the friends you’ve made will forever 
have an impact on you wherever you 
travel after leaving these great halls. 
The most important lesson to remem-
ber, however, is that there is only one 
Barb.

Prom continued from p. 6

Group of seniors with college signs. Photo provided by Katie Shermann.

Group of juniors before the dance. Photo provided by Ally Lawler..

Group of guys posing. Photo provided by Jose Carmona..

Juniors Grace Bauling and Dani Penn with dates. Photo 
provided by Grace Bauling..

Junior Tate annd Adriana Ayala. Photo provided by 
Junior Tate .

Group of junior girls. Photo provided by Sadie Burton..
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Prom
The Great Gatsby  

by Inga Collin 

Prom is a time to have one last 
party with all of your friends before 
the school year ends and graduation 
arrives. For months now, girls have 
been picking out their dresses, order-
ing flowers, and figuring out all of the 
small details for their perfect night. 

On May 19, DeKalb High School 
held its annual prom inNIU’s Duke 
Ellington Ballroom. The night’s 
theme was Great Gatsby. The theme 
is perfect for DHS because most stu-
dents are required to read the novel 
in junior Humanities. Great Gast-
by  took place in the 1920s where 
dancing and luxurious partying were 
all the rave.

The day started with the traditional 
pre prom festivities. These festivities 
included getting ready for the dance 
and taking pictures. A large group of 

predominately seniors took over the 
Ellwood house where pictures started 
as early as 3 pm. The juniors were on 
NIU’s campus taking pictures and a 
large number of other students were 
spread out over the City of DeKalb for 
more pictures. 

The doors opened at 6:00 for prom, 
and dinner was served at 7:00. After 
dinner, the dancing began and the par-
ty really started. 

A well known part of prom is the 
court nominations. The prom court 
includes princess and prince at the ju-
nior level and queen and king, queen 
at the senior level.  Victor Guerrero 
and Olivia Klonoski won prince and 
princess for the juniors. Jahi Craig and 
Maria Mascote won king and queen for 
the seniors. 

Once Prom ended couples and 

friend groups traveled a short way 
to NIU’s Huskie Den for post prom. 
There students watched movies, 
played arcade games, bowled, and 
ate more food. 

The Prom fesitivites didn’t stop af-
ter the dance Saturday night. Many 
friends made fun plans the day after 
prom, too. Students were at places 
like Six Flags and Straved Rock all day 
Sunday. It even rolled into the follow-
ing Monday during the annual senior 
skip day. 

Prom is a great way to end the 
school year and for seniors to say 
goodbye and spend one last night with 
the people you’ve been growing up 
with for years.

The students appreciate the hard 
work that everyone puts in to making 
prom the magical night that it is.

Group of seniors and juniors at Prom. Photo provided by Katie 
Shermann.

Group of juniors at prom. Photo provided by Derek Bos.

2018 Staff Advice 
Dive into this great advice before you dive out of high school. 

by Arianna Rodriguez 

Hey Senior Barbs! It is time to  
prepare for the life after DHS. Ad-
justing to the newfound freedom 
graduation brings is both exciting 
and fighting. Here is some advice 
from DeKalb’s very own staff mem-
bers. Humanities teacher Jennifer 
Albrecht had great advice for those 
students heading off to college. 
“Explore as many opportunities as 
possible.  There is so much to learn 
and so many interesting classes you 
can take.  Outside of coursework, 
there are a lot of groups on campus 
to get involved in, so talk to people 
and find a group for you. Also, a lot 
of schools have studying abroad 
programs that you can take advan-
tage of.  Explore. Question. Listen. 
You will learn a lot about yourself 
throughout your years in college.” 

Office administration assistant Car-
ol Pope had some universal advice for 
graduates. “Not be afraid if what you 
decide to do after high school is not 
the final choice for you and you de-
cide that then to take another path. 
Don’t be afraid to take another path if 
that’s what your heart tells you to do.”

 Speech teacher Greg Solomon 

Speech teacher Mr. Solomon. Photo provided by Mrs. Solomon.

said “don’t worry if you do not know 
what you want to do yet. You do not 
need to know the profession that you 
will do for the rest of your life the 
first day you set foot into a college 
classroom.  Don’t rush that decision.  
Explore the options.  Take some 
classes in various fields in those first 
couple of semesters and then make 
a choice based on what you have a 
passion for.” 

Martin Eich, yearbook advisor and 
humanities teacher shared his in-
sights. Eichs advice is “Go to school 
with a plan, but be flexible enough to 
change it. While it is totally useful to 
go to college with a major and a pro-

fessional path, be prepared for the 
possibility that you will find a disci-
pline in one of your non-major cours-
es that will open your eyes.  Similarly, 
if you find a professor that you love, 
take every course you can with him/
her.  Having an educational mentor in 
your undergrad is more valuable than 
you can imagine.  Also, wearing show-
er shoes is overrated.  If everyone 
else is, there’s no reason for you to.” 

When asked “What piece of advice 
changed her life?” Social Studies 
Christine Vest said “It doesn’t mat-
ter if you are the first choice or the 
fourth for a job, program, etc.  Don’t 
get mired in hurt feelings.  Recog-
nize the opportunity for what it is 
and seize it.” 

Along with that when asked Vest 
What is one piece of advice you have 
for college? Vest responded with “Be 
open to new experiences and new 
people.  To do this, try keeping your 
door open and saying yes to hanging 
out with new people or invitations to 
do new activities even if you’d rather 
just take a nap.  Join a club or other 
activity that you haven’t done be-
fore.  You might meet some life-long 
friends or find a new passion.” 

Hopefully these great pieces of 
advice will help guide a learning and 
teaching adventure in college! 
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Class of 2018 College Map
See where the seniors are continuing their educations
by The Barbwire Editors

ILLINOIS
Aurora University
Sharmaya Benson

Harper Community College
Solveig Schaffer

Benedictine University
Mayra Garcia-Sanchez

Elgin Community College
McKayla Ruetz

Illinois State University
Holly Trapp

Kishwaukee Community College
Kevin Fagan
Samantha Anderson
Addie Norman
John Corbin
Arianna Moore
Melissa Stone 
Chris Allen 
Jaylee Baird
Ken Perry
Taylor Dunaway
Daisy Valazquez
Brianna Sherrill
Tristan Jensen

Northern Illinois University
Lizzy Warner
Hiu Zhu
Jasmine Kemp 
Olivia Walk
Maeve Wallace
Joy Ngum
Julia Diedrich
Uriel Herrera
Lorena Robles
Caeden Keith

University of Illinois at Chicago
Ali Thahab

University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign
Anan Ghrayeb
Diana Morales
Torrie Newport
Piper Siblik

INDIANA
Purdue University
Justin Le

IOWA
Central College 
Jahi Craig 

University of Iowa 
Cyan McGee

MICHIGAN
Central Michigan Univerity
Zakary Lewerenz

MINNESOTA
University of St. Thomas
Samantha Schimbke

MONTANA
Montana State University
Copper Wallace

NEW YORK
Long Island University Post
Elissa Roose

OKLAHOMA
University of Oklahoma
Katherine Sharp

VIRGINIA
Hampton University
Charlese Williams

Liberty University
Tyla Smith

WISCONSIN
Carthage College
Bryce Wheeler

University of Wisconsin - Whitewater
Daniel Bagget

University of Wisconsin-Stout
Zach Donahue

MILITARY
Air Force
Zippora Hanson


