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Participants in Pink Show Support

by Blake Borgardt and Caitlin Callahan

The month of October is when every-
one brings awareness to breast cancer. 
Teams across the nation show support 
by wearing shades of pink to create 
support for the cause. 

The DHS volleyball team had its own 
fundraiser called “Volley for the Cure.” 
DHS won the game against Kaneland 
26-24. The fundraising activities be-
fore the game included a bake sale, 
sold t-shirts, and had a guessing game 
to figure out how many items were in 
the jar before heading into the game. 
This fundraiser helped raise a lot of 
money with help from the students, 
parents, and teachers. Even the refs 
of the game pitched in and wore the t-
shirt along with the student section. 

When watching the game, our varsity 
team stayed really tight and did a good 
job communicating with each other on 

Junior Jaylen Hobson sprints towards 

the end zone photo by Kai Weller

Dance team throws powder during their 

routine photo by Kai Weiler

the court. 
Sophomore Olivia Olson said, ”Vol-

leyball brings together girls and creates 
bonds between us 
that are irreplace-
able.”

To show its sup-
port for the cause, 
the football team 
was seen sporting 
the color pink at 
their Friday night 
game. 

The Barbs 
played against two 
opponents, Ottawa 
and the weather. 
Before and dur-

ing the game, constant rain made it 
almost impossible to pass the ball. 
Since the passing had to be kept to a 
minimum, the Barbs had to focus on 
running the ball. 

The team redeemed itself from its 
loss against Morris, blowing them out 
in the Barb’s senior night 42-0. They 
moved up in the state rankings from 
#39 to #38.

Student Council did very important 
planning and helped let the students 
coordinate on the themes. For the 
breast cancer games, the entire stu-
dent section was decked out in pink. 

From volleyball to football, DHS  is 
getting into the #PinkOut spirit. Make 
sure you help out and pitch in to sup-
port the cause.        

5... 6... 7... 8!

2017-2018 Cheer and Poms Preview

by Maria Garcia & Ana Hernandez

While you’re in the stands during 
football games, be sure to keep a look 
out for our school’s poms and cheer 
teams!

There are some people who feel 
cheer and poms are not considered 
sports. Unlike most sports that have 
only one season, cheer and poms are 
sports that compete over multiple 
seasons. Along with all the things ath-
letes do.

  Poms is going to be competing in 
two different dances for the first time. 
“I am very excited for competition sea-
son this year,” Coach Valkner said.

When asked her favorite perfor-
mance so far, Valkner said,“My favor-
ite event was definitely the assembly 
before the Sycamore game.” Valkner 
continues, “It is so fun to show off 
what we have been working on to the 
entire school.”

Junior Tate, who is on the cheer 
team said his favorite part about cheer 
is “dancing, tumbling, and stunting”

Anyone interested in joining poms 
should tryout for the winter season! 
Tryout clinics will be on the 24th and 
26th of October. Valkner suggests that 

Poms team photo by Kail Weiler

Cheer team performs at First National Challangegame photo pro-

vided by Kail Weiler

in preparation, 
taking a few 
dance class-
es to work 
on technique 
would help and 
be a good idea. 

As for cheer 
the team is 
currently pre-
paring for 
c o m p e t i t i o n 
season, which 
starts on Oc-
tober 23rd. 
“We’re pretty 
excited for that 

since we have made a lot of progress 
over the summer and in the fall. And we 
have lots of new stunts and tumbling to 
show off,” Cheer’s Coach Busse said.

The cheer team does have a few 
new tumbling passes that a few varsity 
cheerleaders threw for the first time. 
The team is also close to hitting a few 
new stunts for competition season. ‘It’s 
always exciting when we hit something 
new for the first time.” 

Busse continues, “It’s even better 
that these are coming right before the 
beginning of competition season.”

According to Busse, the  cheer 
team really loved performing at the 
First National Bank Challenge at 
NIU’s Huskie Stadium. 

“The Sycamore-DeKalb rivalry has 
an energy that you don’t often see in 
high school sports, and it always feels 
really special to be a part of that and 
to see the crowd and the students re-
spond.” 

We’re excited about all the hard work 
and school spirit that both the poms 
and cheer teams show.
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National Anthem Protests Grow

More than 200 NFL players protested

by Kevin Fagan

During a September 22, 2017 in 
Huntsville, Alabama, President Trump 
called for the athletes that did not 
stand for the National Anthem.

Last year, then-San Francisco 49ers’ 
quarterback, Collin started two dia-
logues, one being of police violence. 
The other he started indirectly, whether 
or not it is right to stand for the pledge, 
or the National Anthem. 

The Barbwire published an edi-
torial that supported Kaepernick’s 
message about kneeling during the 
National Anthem to show solidarity 
with those that felt affected by police 
violence disproportionately because 
of their skin color.  

After Trump’s message on the 22nd 
of September, and his subsequent 
tweets on the subject, more than 200 
players in the NFL sat or kneeled dur-
ing the National Anthem, the following 
week. This includes Buffalo Bills run-
ning back, LeSean McCoy who did his 
warm-ups during the anthem. While 
in 2016 the message that Kaepernick 
and a smaller number of other players 
were sending was one against police vi-
olence against minorities, this year the 
message seems to be convoluted with 

against police brutality and frustration 
with the President. 

Before Trump made comments on 
the protests, only 13 players had pro-
tested in the current season. If more 
than 200 players protest after Trump’s 
comments and only 13 before, are they 
really protesting police violence? 

I believe that this hurts the original 
message due to making it political and 
not keeping it to fixing a societal prob-
lem. The focus of the players, if they 
want to keep the protests going, should 
be getting on the same page, having a 
clear message is crucial to any protest

The audience of the protests is now 
confused on what the players and own-
ers are actually protesting. Is it unity 
in the country? Is it against police vio-
lence? Is it against the President and 
his administration? When there are too 
many messages in a space then a sin-
gle one fails to take the stage and get 
noticed and the whole cause will fail. 

While I may not agree with taking a 
knee during the Anthem, I recognize 
that the players and owners have every 
right to protest this way. As the players 
take a knee in weeks to come, hope-
fully their message will be fleshed out.

Denver Broncos protesting the national anthem. Photo from Creative Commons.

Autumn Adventures

Fall into these fun, festive activities this fall
By Arianna Rodriguez and Grace Comer

As you start to breath in the cool, 
crisp October air, you will probably 
start to wonder what there is to do. 
Well, you’re in luck! Here are some 
cheerful, cozy activities for you this 
fall! If you love bundling up in fall, 
then you’ll love the outside activities. 
If you’re more of a cozy-up-by-the-fire 
person, then the inside festivities will 
spice up your fall season.

Some outside activities include 
Jonamac Orchard and Kuiper’s Or-
chard. Hay rides and corn mazes are a 
fan favorite. Apple and pumpkin pick-
ing are great ideas for you and your 
friends or family this fall. 

If you’re looking for something scar-
ier, Massacre Haunted House, located 
in Oswego, will give a good scare. If you 
want something closer to home, Jona-
mac’s haunted corn maze is a great 
way to spend a Friday night.

If you want to stay indoors where it’s 

nice and warm, we have some activi-
ties for you! If you’re looking for a way to 
spend some close, quality family time, 
then head to the kitchen to make home-
made apple cider with fall desserts.

If cooking is not your strong suit, 
then gather the family to make fall 
decorations and decorate your home 
with fall items such as scented candles 
and pumpkins! Speaking of pumpkins, 
carving pumpkins is a great tradition 
throughout the years.

When asked what her favorite fall ac-
tivity is, senior Addie Norman said, “We 
do Friendsgiving! So we just, like, ev-
eryone brings  a dish, and then we eat 
together. That’s pretty much it. There’s 
not much to it, but it’s really fun. Just a 
group of friends and eat food. There’s 
just nothing better.

So grab your friends and get cozy by 
the fire. Enjoy the hot lattes and crunch 
of the leaves.

Pumpkin patch at Jonamac. Photo by 

Grace Comer.

Gourds. Photo by Asher Lowrey
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Apple Rose Pastries 

by Kate Seimetz

These fantastic apple rose pastries 
are a must try and are perfect for fall! 
To make these lovely beauties, you just 
need the right ingredients.

Ingredients:
• 3 honey crisp apples
•  1 package of Puff Pastry (thawed)
• 1 lemon 
• 1/2 cup butter, softened 
• 1/4 cup of honey
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• Optional: 1/4 cup powered sugar 

or confectioners sugar 
Directions:

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees Fahrenheit. 
2. Combine butter, honey, vanilla, salt 
and cinnamon in a small mixing bowl. 
Mix until smooth.
3. Cut lemon in half and squeeze half of 

Pennywise Petrifies
by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

Arguably the best movie of 2017, 
Stephen King’s It remake hit theaters 
on September 8 making an impact on 
cinema with probably the best version 
of a terror movie mixed with comedy 
and suspense. 

Director Andy Muschietti brought a 
box office success with the remake of 
the dancing, yet terrorizing, clown, Pen-
nywise. The new It movie is a remake 
of Stephen King’s It that came out in 
1990. For this movie, a perfect cast of 
kids brought comedy and suspense to 
the movie with the likes of Finn Wolf-
hard (Richie Tozier), Sophia Lillis (Bev-

erly Marsh), and Jaeden Lieberher (Bill 
Denbrough), among others. 

The terrorizing clown came to life 
with Bill Skargard taking the role of 
Pennywise in a great casting choice.

The plot of the movie revolves around 
Billy Denbrough and his friends as they 
try to find his little brother. His little broth-
er, Georgie, was abducted by the evil 
clown, Pennywise. 

Pennywise then terrorizes Billy and 
his friends using their greatest fears 
against them.

 Junior Reynaldo Moraga gave his 
thoughts on the movie. He said, “I 

think the movie was pretty good. The 
clown was creepy, and he reminded 
me of Heath Ledger’s Joker from The 
Dark Knight. He was crazy and pushed 
the limits.” 

Moraga also said, “The whole idea 
of scaring the kids and having those 
actors made the movie different.”

 According to Rotten Tomatoes, the 
movie earned an 86% of likes by the 
audience. This is certainly a movie 
you can’t miss out on. The plot of 
getting scared by a clown with your 
greatest fears is simply a genius idea 
for a movie.  

Apple Rose pasteries. Photo by Kate 

Seimetz.

it into a medium mixing bowl with water.
4. Cut apples in half lengthwise and then 
using a spoon or small melon ball scoo-
per, take out the core. There should be a 
hallow circle in the apple. 5. Place the ap-
ple cut six down, horizontally and cut into 
thin slices and place into the lemon water.
6. Microwave the apples for about 4 to 
5 minutes. Drain the apples and pat 
dry. 
7. Roll out puff pastry on to a 
floured surface of about 12 by 12 
inches. 
8. Cut out six 2 x 12 inch strips 
and brush off excess flour with a 
pastry brush. 
9. Spread a thin layer of honey 
butter onto one side of a pastry 
strip. Arrange apple lengthwise, 
skin towards the top, slightly 
overlapping.  10. Fold the pastry 
up over the apple slices. Start at 
one end and roll into a swirl. 
11. Repeat steps 7 through 10 
with the other pastry strip. 
12. Place pastries into a greased 
cupcake tray and bake for about 30 
to 40 minutes, until golden brown. 
Keep an eye on them to make sure 

they don’t burn!
13. Remove and leave to cool com-
pletely. Then remove from tray onto 
cooling rack and dust with powered 
sugar if desired. Then store in a air tight 
container. 

This recipe make about one doz-
en rose pastries to share with your 
friends and family.  

36th Annual Cortland Parade

by Kai Weiler

On October 8th, 2017, Cortland 
had its 36th annual parade and festi-
val. The parade included many floats, 
from boy scouts and girl scouts to 
government officials who were run-
ning for office. 

When asked how he helps pre-
pare for the parade, Cortland Mayor 
Russell Stokes expressed that he 
had no part in the parade planning 

Parade float photo by Kai Weiler.

Perfect Parade Prevails

process. Everything was done by the 
parade committee.

When asked about how he mea-
sured the success of the parade, he 
said the weather of the day of the 
parade was always the determining 
factor. If the weather was dreary and 
wet, the turnout would be low.

However, for this year, the weath-
er was warm and sunny, making the 

turnout huge. 
When asked why the band was 

marching in the parade, Sophomore 
Kirstin Schladt, member of Color 
Guard stated, “[we marched] to sup-
port Cortland.” 

It’s clear from the  reactions of both 
spectators and participants, that the 
Cortland parade was a success. Hope 
to see everyone next year!

State representative’s floatphoto by Kail Weller
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Hispanic Heritage Month Assembly

Students assembly to celebrate Hispanic culture

by Tiffany Walker

On October 5 and 6, DHS students 
were treated to the Hispanic Heritage 
Month assembly in the auditorium. 
The assembly delighted students and 
staff alike. 

This assembly differed from past 
assemblies as there was only one per-
formance to attend on either Thursday 
or Friday during 12th hour.

Dean Maurice McDavid planned the 
assembly this year. McDavid said that, 
“the goal of the assembly is to both 
celebrate and educate.” 

McDavid also helped pick the 
students involved. Many students 
from Spanish Club helped. McDa-
vid said that he, “sent an email out 
to staff asking our club advisors if 
any of their clubs would be inter-
ested in participating.”

McDavid said the theme of this 
years assembly “will actually be La-
tino Innovators.” 

In addition to the innovators, there 
was also a focus on life lessons. Some 
of the lessons talked about were lis-
tening to others, being compassion-
ate, giving from the heart, and walking 
in others’ shoes.

Partners dancing. Photo by Kai Weiler.

Mr. Camacho speaking. Photo by Kai 

Weiler.

Dancers twirling. Photo by Kai Weiler.
Tyla Smith reading a poem. Photo by Kai Weiler.

People who were involved in the 
assembly were partner dancers, two 
poems read by senior Tyla Smith, 
and a presentation by new counselor 
Mr. Camacho.

One of the dancers, sophomore Es-
merald Kleckner, said that the dance 
group “practiced from 3-6 on week-
days and even on weekends from 5-7.”

There was also trivia that allowed 
one student from each grade to go up 

on stage and answer questions about 
Hispanic Heritage. 

Overall, the assembly was a suc-
cess that taught students about the 
Hispanic Heritage and amazing His-
panic innovators.

Ana Hernandez speaking. Photo by Kai Weiler.

Mr. McDavid speaking. Photo by Kai Weiler.

Partners dancing. Photo by Kai Weiler.

Rose caught by audience member, Photo by Kai Weiler.


