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Remebering Mr.Shakir
#TeamShakir

by Abigail Gasink

On February 10th, 2017, Mr. Ata 
Shakir was diagnosed with stage three 
colon cancer. If you did not know Sha-
kir, he was a social studies teacher 
here at DHS. He was not just a teacher 
as he was also a friend. He was one of 
the most caring, compassionate teach-
ers in this building.  

“The mood he set in the classroom 
was very relaxed and positive. I always 
looked forward to going to his class,” 
said senior Helene Collin. 

Not only was he a positive person, 
but he was also very kind. When speak-
ing with junior Ethan Davis, he said, 
“If I could describe Mr. Shakir in one 
word, I would definitely use the word 

selfless. Mr. Shakir 
was one of those 
people that would 
do anything for 
anyone even if he 
didn’t know who 
they were, and I 
don’t think there 
would be a better 
word to use.” 

Shakir also felt 
strongly about poli-
tics, and he loved 

Mr.Shakir with his family. Photo from #TeamShakir facebook 
page

to talk about it in his classes. 
Collin stated, “I loved it so much 

when Mr. Shakir would talk about local 
politics. It amazed me with how pas-
sionate he was.” 

While Mr. Shakir was very open that 
he was a democrat, he did not show 
any disrespect towards republicans. 
“The first time I set foot in Mr. Shakir’s 
classroom, I thought we were not going 
to get along because his room is cov-
ered with Obama and Hillary posters. 
All I could think was, ‘Oh no, another 
democrat,’” Davis said with a laugh. 

After Shakir was diagnosed, every-
one was in shock. Nobody thought that 
a man so young and caring would have 

been able to get so sick.
 After asking Collin and Davis if either 

of them thought that Mr. Shakir would 
pass so suddenly, both of them had the 
same response. They both stated “No, 
not at all. I don’t think anyone thought 
that that this was going to happen.”

Mr. Shakir passed away at 41 years 
old on the evening of Friday, June 16th, 
2017. While he may be gone, his happy 
spirit will forever be in our memories 
and the halls of DHS.

Mr.Shakir and Dwayne Lacey smiling in 
the hallway. Photo from #TeamShakir 
facebook page

First National Challenge Photos
All photos by Kai Weiler.
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Mission Statement
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age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

Be Kind to Everyone

 by Tiffany Walker

Treat others how you want to be treated

Kindness is 
the quality of 
being friendly, 
generous, and 
c o n s i d e r a te . 
Being kind is 
important be-
cause it has 
many benefits. 
According to 

Volleyball
After coming off an amazing sea-

son making it to the Super Section-
al tournament, the volleyball team 
picked up where it left off. The team 
beat Genoa with the help of senior 
Jasmine Kemp and senior Hannah 
Oehlberg. 

After losing 3 straight, the Barbs 
have won 6 of its last 8 matches. The 
Barbs were invited to the Belvidere in-
vite, and the team, led by Oehlberg,  
went 4-1 in the tournament. 

Oehlberg said, “Our main goal is to 
win conference and to make it even 
further that we did last years season!”

Oehlberg goes on to say “The hard-
est part about getting back after a 
long summer would have to be the 
fact that we hadn’t played with each 
other since the previous season. You 
have to learn to connect all over again 
so it can be difficult at times.”

The team has indeed connected 
well by winning 3 straight in the Belvi-
dere tournament.

Fall Sports Continued from p. 14

Swimming

The girls team has had an equally 
impressive start to its season placing 
second overall in its second meet of 
the season at the Plainfield Invite. In 
meets four and six of the season, the 
team placed first.

Swim team has had an impressive 
start to its season, placing second over-
all in a tournament and going 3-0 in in-
dividual matches. The teams greatest 

Varsity swim team at meet photo by Sadie Burton

victory this 
season came 
against Elgin 
High School 
where they 
finished the 
match with a 
score of 139-
29. 

The Barbs also had victo-
ries against Byron, Woodstock, and Ot-
tawa. All of these were won by a com-
bined total of 217 points.

“My goal for this season is to keep 
our undefeated streak going,” said Ju-
nior swimmer Sadie Burton. 

“My favorite part about competing is 
getting to spend time with my team and 
seeing everyone get better as the sea-
son moves on” said Burton.  

Soccer

Angel Martinez and Benny Redzepi with Coach Mac after winning Barb Cup. Photo 
by Jasmine McIntosh.

Boys soccer is off to a great start  
with  5 wins, 1 loss, and 2 ties. After 
losing the Barb Cup invite two years in 
a row, the Barbs turned that around by 
winning it all this year. Since that vic-
tory, the Barbs have won 3 straight with 
only one tie. 

Senior Jackson Mertz said, “It’s a 

good feeling because losing it the past 
2 years hasn’t felt good, and beating a 
good team like Sterling in a game that 
ended in penalties was really cool to be 
apart of.”

 Mertz also stated “Our main goal 
was to win the Barb Cup, conference, 
and hopefully a regional.”

Cross Country
Boys cross country has looked stel-

lar in its first three meets of the season. 
The team placed first in its two opening 
matches at the Sycamore and Plain-
field Central Invites. 

Junior Jacob Trapp said, “The train-
ing is much harder than last year, and 
the dream is a lot closer. We’ve been 
training together all summer, and we 
know each other a lot more. My goal is 
to go to state. Whether it’s as a team or 
individual.”

The girls team has had an equally 
impressive start to its season placing 
second overall in its second meet at 
the Plainfield Invite. In meets four and 
six, they placed first. Finally, the Barbs 
placed third overall at the Eddington 
meet which was the fifth meet of the 
season. 

dartmouth.edu, when you are kind to 
others, it increases energy, happiness, 
life span, pleasure, and serotonin, the 
feel good chemical in your body.  Being 
kind can also reduce pain, stress, anx-
iety, depression, and blood pressure. 
Reducing these can cause you to not 
only be healthier, but also live longer. 

The beginning of the year sets 
the tone for the entire school year. 
By starting your year off with being 
kind to yourself and others, it cre-
ates a more positive and nurturing 
learning environment. 

Kindness starts with being kind 
to yourself. This can be done by do-
ing things such as making time for 
yourself, acknowledging your own 
achievements, forgiving yourself 
for making mistakes, taking care of 
yourself, relaxing, reminding your-
self of your good qualities, believing 
in yourself, being compassionate, 

and accepting yourself. 
Being kind to yourself is easily the 

most important because it sets the 
foundation of being kind to others. 
How you feel about yourself is reflect-
ed onto how you treat others. 

You should not only be kind to your 
classmates and family members, but 
you should also be kind to strang-
ers in public. For example, donating 
blood, clothes, or money to charities 
that help the homeless, sick, and 
those suffering from storms and oth-
er natural disasters is a wonderful 
way to help others. This is just one 
example of how you can be kind on a 
greater scale.

There are many actions individu-
als can take when they notice bully-
ing. The first action is to simply go 
and talk to the individual to ease 
the tension. 

Another way to help a victim of 
bullying are to ask them if he or she 
would like to talk to a safe adult. If the 
person says yes, it’s a nice gesture to 
offer to accompany the individual.  

Remember that kindness is doing 
good for yourself and others. Kind-
ness is being friendly, generous, and 
considerate. There are many ways to 
be kind, so be kind to yourself and oth-
ers to make a difference today! 

Flowers. Photo taken by Asher Lowrey.
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Mr. Gonzales Strikes Back!!!
DHS Welcomes Mr. G back to school

by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

Mr. Gonzales is back! This funny 
teacher, who can be found running 
around the math wing screaming and 
laughing, is finally at 100% and feeling 
fantastic. Gonzales went through heart 
transplant recovery for six moths which 
left him out of teaching all last year.

When asked how he felt on missing 
all of the school year Gonzales said, “It 
was a big adjustment. I missed a lot.”

During his recovery he said that 
“People told me to stay focused on 
the whole process of recovery, but it 
was difficult for me because it was 
a huge change. I missed the people 
from school.”

Since Gonzales wasn’t able to teach 
for a whole year, he dedicated his time 
to exercise and video games. When 
asked what he did as recovery from 
his heart transplant he said, “My re-
covery was a lot of different stages. 
First, I moved in with my parents for six 
months so they could help me around. 
Starting at three months, I went to car-
diac rehab. After I graduated from the 
class, I started exercising three to five 
times a week, walking and also balanc-
ing the workouts with a healthy diet.” 

Mr. Gonzales poses for a picture. Photo taken by Jef-

ferson Martinez.

DHS Staff showing its support for Mr. Gonzales last year. Photo 
by Molly Stawinoga.

Gonzales also found 
himself with  some free 
time. “I also played a lot 
of video games. I played 
Pokemon Moon and a lot 
of Call of Duty. I also had 
board game nights with 
the family.” 

Since Mr. G missed a 
whole school year, he is 
happy to be back in school. 
Mr. G explained that he 
was most excited about 
being around people. 

“When I was in recovery, 
it was hard because I’m 
really social and now that 
I’m back with the people I 
talk to I feel great.”

One of Mr. G’s best 
friends is Math teacher 
Mr. Severino. When asked 
how they became really 
good friends, Severino an-
swered, “Video games. He was the one 
who got me into video games. We hang 
out a lot and play Destiny 2.” 

For those who are unaware, Gonza-
les and Severino are good friends. They 

can be seen jok-
ing around and 
talking with each 
other between 
passing periods. 

Severino said 
that he and Gon-
zales stayed in 
touch throughout 
the whole pro-
cess. Severino 
said, “I would talk 
to him three to 
four times a week 
just to see what 
was going on. I 
also went to the 

hospital around October, and he got 
out around Christmas. I also visited him 
at his place for the recovery process. 
Being told that your friend has to get a 
heart transplant can be hard to take in 
just knowing that not everything can go 
as planned or expected.” 

Severino explained that it can be 
hard to watch someone you care 
about go through a scary health situ-
ation. It was really hard for me and 
him, I’m a really emotional dude, 
but he was awesome through the 
whole thing. He was positive and he 
was stronger than anyone else even 
though he was going through some 
hard times. 

Gonzales is a great teacher. His 
charisma and personality stand out 
among the rest. His laugh and jokes 
make the day better for every student. 
It’s great to have you back, Mr. G!

Football

Fun, Fridays, and Fanatic Students!

A quick look into all of DHS’s fall sports
by Blake Borgardt & Zach Donahue

DeKalb High School fall sports are 
finally in full swing. Fall sports include: 
football, volleyball, boys soccer, tennis, 
golf, cross country, and girls swimming. 

Action shot by Kai Weiler.

Football began its season with 
an away victory against Moline High 
School and a final score of 49-21. 

One of the biggest contributors in 
the game was Junior Running Back 
Jaylen Hobson, who the Maroons had 
no answers for on defense. Hobson 

Spencer Harris waits outside of the huddle for the play call . 
Photo taken by Kai Weiler.

finished his impres-
sive night with 248 
rushing yards and 
three touchdowns. 

The next week 
the Barbs came 
back home to play 
the Carmel Cor-
sairs. Players were 
seen sporting the 
color blue in honor 
of late teacher Mr. 
Shakir. The Barbs 
defense was the 
story of the night, 
racking up four 
sacks, and keeping 
pressure on quar-

terback Stephen Garcia all night. The 
defense’s dominant effort held the Cor-
sairs scoreless until late in the fourth 
quarter. The final score was 27-7. 

The next week the Barbs had a thrill-
er against Lake Park, a very formidable 
opponent who is ranked in the top 25  

in the state. The 
Barbs won the 
hard fought game 
20-17 off of a Hail 
Mary caught by 
senior Brian Jay 
Ross with no time 
left in the game. 
The play wouldn’t 
have been pos-
sible without a 
blocked field goal 
earlier by senior 

Zach Donahue.                               
The next week the Barbs had the 

First National Bank Challenge against 
Sycamore, where they skunked the ri-
vals 33-0. 

The next week the team had a come 
from behind victory against Kaneland, 
winning 33-12. They improved to 5-0

Golf

The golf team after winning one of their 
tournaments. Photo by Kevin Fagan..

Around this time last year, the golf 
team had 5 wins and 7 losses. That’s 
a good start, but this year the team has 
9 wins and 3 losses. That is a big turn 
around from last year.

The girls Tennis team has been 
on a hot streak lately winning its last 
two matches. The team is powered by 
senior Helene Collin.

Collin said, “It feels great! I’ve 
missed my teammates and the 
sport itself.” 

Collin has some lofty goals for the 
season. “The team’s goal is to win 4 
out of the 6 conference games we 
have. Individually speaking, I’d like to 
do better at sectionals.” The team will 
have its conference meet on October, 
2nd 2017.

Tennis
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4-peat
The DeKalb Barbs battle the Sycamore Spartans
by Kai Weiler

On Friday, September 15th, our 
DeKalb Barbs faced the Sycamore 
Spartans in the annual First National 
Bank Challenge. The Barbs beat the 
Spartans for the fourth straight year 
by a score of 33-0.

In order to prepare for the big game, 
the school day ended on Friday with a 
pep assembly. The athletes from all of 
the fall sports were introduced to the 
students and staff. The dance team 
and cheerleaders both performed stel-
lar routines that amazed the crowd. 

Math teacher Chris Judkins took 
over the “only one Barb!” speech from 
retired teacher Mrs. Lofthouse. Jud-
kins did a great job talking about how 
there are thousands of Spartan mas-
cots, but there is only one Barb.

At the beginning of the game, the 
student section was filled with a sea 
of orange. 

The Barbs started off its dominant 
performance with a punt by Donovan 
Lacey that pinned the Spartans on the 
one yard line. The defense pounced 
on this opportunity and got its team a 
safety. The score at the end of the first 
quarter was a mere 2-0 in favor of the 
Barbs. 

In the second quarter, the offense 
kicked into full-throttle scoring twice 
before halftime. The first score came 
from a Noah Valin 36 yard touchdown 
pass to Brian Jay Ross. The second 
score came off of a 3-yard run by Jay-
len Hobson to extend the Barbs lead 
to 16-0. The defense held the Spar-
tans to only 47 total yards of offense 
in the first half. 

The halftime show consisted of the 
dance team, cheer team, and march-
ing band. All three groups brought 
their best performances. The dance 
team and cheerleaders brought en-
ergy and excitement to the halftime 
show while the marching band wowed Jordan Gandy and Sycamore receiver fight for possession. 

Photo by Kai Weiler

Kicker Connor Tierney. Photo by Kai Weiler.

the crowd with its original Hamilton 
routine.  Throughout the entire game, 
the fans and band were very loud with 
showing their support for the Barbs.

In order to prepare for the big game, 
Judkins said, “This is a rival game. We 
already know what they run. We have 
been playing against 
them for years and 
have seen how they run 
things. So for this week, 
we spent a lot of time 
coming  up with things 
that could confuse 
them because they also 
know exactly what we 
are going to do.”

In the third quarter, 
the Barbs scored two 
more times. One came 
on the ground off of a 
43-yard run by Jaylen 
Hobson. The other one 
came off of a 62-yard 
touchdown pass to Jor-
dan Gandy leaving the 

Barbs up 30-0 at the end of the 
quarter.

In the fourth the team only had 
a 21-yard field goal that came off 
the leg of Connor Tierney. 

Noah Valin had his first 200 
yard game against the Spar-
tans while Jaylen Hobson had 
another impressive perfor-
mance posting over 100 yards 
on the ground.

Many of the returning foot-
ball players understand the 
importance of this game. Se-
nior quarterback Noah Va-
lin said, “I usually have a rou-
tine I do [to get ready for the 
game]. I go through my prelim 
stuff, and I get my father with 
me and he gets me ready for 
these games.” 

When reflecting upon the game, 
senior defender Brian Jay Ross said 
“I’m very happy [with the result of the 
game]. We worked very hard for the 
win. We’ve been working all week from 
Monday all the way ‘till now, and the 
outcome was great.”

State-of-the Art Staff
New year brings new teachers!
by Maria Garcia & Ana Hernandez

As the 2017-2018 school year be-
gins, students may notice new staff 
members throughout the building. 
Here is a list or our new members ~

Special Education:
• Timothy Beckett
• Chelsea Kaye-Mecklenburg
• Christine Cotte 
Student Services:
• Oliver Camacho
CTE:
• Kelli Bacon
Humanities:
• Daniel Wilcox
Science:
• Shea Carpenter
Social Studies:
• Tait Hilmer
Math/ELL:
• Bethany Miller
• Emma Vanhouten

Emma Vanhouten, freshman algebra. Photo provided by 
Emma Vanhouten

Physical Educa-
tion:
• Tyler Bantz
Foreign Lan-
guages:
• Amy Spring-

mire
Mr. Sean Potts, 

Assistant Principal 
for Curriculum & 
Instruction, was 
given the impor-
tant task of find-
ing new teachers. 
According to Potts, 
at least 17  people 
were interviewed 
for  different posi-
tions. In the end, it 
came down to the 
role for which they 
were interviewed.

There were 
many different 
qualities Potts 
and his interview 

teams looked for in the candidates. 
With respect to the teachers, it 
depended upon the needs of 
each department. Potts chose 
teachers “who are student 
centered” and “who would work 
well with the other teachers in 
those departments.” Overall 
they would have good leader-
ship skills and be invested in our 
district and community.

Potts continued that “Each 
staff member brings something 
new to the table,with around the 
world experience, interesting 
stories, or just an overall good 
attitude for our school.”

 It was challenging to find re-
placements for past staff, but in 
the end it wouldn’t be a replace-
ment. In fact it would be more of 

a positive contribution to our school 
and community.

The Barbwire interviewed one new 
teacher. Ms. Emma VanHouten was 
officially hired in the math depart-
ment for this year.  When asked what 
inspired her to be a math teacher, 
VanHouten said she really liked her 
female math teacher, but she also 
really loves math. VanHouten prefers 
teaching over“ sitting behind a desk 
crunching numbers everyday”.

While this is VanHouten’s first 
year of teaching, she was a long 
term sub for Mr. G last year. With 
that semester of experience I asked 
what advice might she have for other 
new teachers. “School does not 
prepare you for anything. Your first 
year is going to be rough , but it also 
is educational. I learned so much 
even from last semester.” She also 
advises teachers to not be afraid to 
ask for help when they need it. The 
students here are fortunate to have 
great teachers this year.
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40 Years of Corn Fest
Dekalb celebrates the 40th Corn Fest

by Kate Seimetz

 Corn Fest was held in the DeKalb 
downtown area, and it was a blast 
this year. Many people came down to 
enjoy the music, vendor booths, per-
formances, and of course the corn! 

Along with the amazing food 
booths and music, the Corn Fest car-
nival was buzzing with DHS students 
and families. This year, the main ride 
attraction was the Pharaoh Boat, as 
this ride’s line was as long as the 
boat itself. 

Another ride that was a fan favorite 
was the Ferris Wheel that lit up the 
night sky in beautiful colors. Junior 
Isaiah Panke says that the Ferris 
Wheel was his favorite.” I love it! Like 
at night and even during the day, it’s 
lot of fun to be there.” he says. 

In addition to the carnival part of 
the festival, there were also other 
activities as well. “ My favorite thing 
to do at corn fest was probably to 
just look around at all the different 

Downtown Corn Fest. Photo by Kate Seimetz

People enjoying the food. Photo taken by Kate Seimetz

stands” said junior Caleb Hoffman. 
Some of the popular stands there 

included: Fay’s BBQ, Pizza Villa, and  
Boy Scout Troop 33. With these amaz-

ing booths, there was 
also some amazing 
food, like funnel 
cakes. Some  were 
also craft booths and 
companies like T-
Mobile and Xfinity. 

Panke said his 
favorite booth was  
his friends booth that 
had all the past Corn 
Fest  t-shirts and 
hats.

 Along with the 
booths and rides, 
Attendees certainly 
cannot forget the 
outstanding bands 
that performed. On 
Friday, The Party 
Doctors, 7th Heaven, 
and Uncle Kracker 

took the stage while Saturday, was 
jammed packed day with six bands. 
The bands performing included: The 
Beaux Band, Soap Stone, and Desti-
nation Unknown! 

Corn Fest started as a corn boil 
by Delmonte in 1957 by giving out 
free corn to the citizens as they 
began to harvest. Corn Fest didn’t 
start with vendors and booths until 
1977. At the time, the soundstage 
was only a 12’x12’ concrete slab. 
Over the years the sound stage 
started to become more and more 
popular and required a lot more 
space. Today the soundstage is big-
ger and louder than ever and has 
thousands of people jamming out to 
some awesome local bands. 

Finally, we cannot forget to thank 
all the local businesses and volun-
teers for taking time out of their lives 
to create something amazing and fun 
to do in DeKalb. Corn Fest will always 
be a staple in DeKalb, and we cannot 
wait until next year’s Corn Fest. 

New Year, New Administration
Deans and principals share their goals

by Kevin Fagan

It’s a new year at DeKalb High 
School, and this time around we have 
another new group of administrators. 
Three of the returning administrators 
found themselves in different posi-
tions. This year Mr. James Horne moved 
from assistant principal to principal of 
the building. Mr. Sean Potts has moved 
from a Dean of Students to Assistant 
Principal along with Mrs. Donna Lar-
son. Mr. Maurice McDavid, the only re-
turning dean this year, is joined by Mr. 
Tyler Carlson and Ms. Julie Daniels. The 
Barbwire was able to set up an inter-
view with the school’s two new deans. 

An important issue that the dean’s 
want to focus on this year is tardies. 
According to Carlson, “The average 
sweep this year so far is about 18 
students, and that is just one area 
of the school. So with the rest of the 
areas, the number of students not 
in the classroom adds up.” Daniels 
added that, “The main goal of the 
sweeps isn’t to punish them or make 
it seem like [the deans] are out to get 
them. We just want the students in 
the classroom, and if they aren’t in 

The administraition at DHS. Picture provided by Sean Potts.

DHS admin at the parade Photo provided by Sean Potts.

the classroom then 
they’re not learning.”

 One of the other 
goals of the adminis-
tration this year is to 
severely reduce the 
amount of time that 
students are not in 
the classroom learn-
ing. Many students 
may not know that we 
have Crow’s Landing 
here at DHS. Calson 
explains “The idea of 
Crow’s Landing is that 
there is some sort of 
discipline while you’re 

not having your opportunity of learning 
taken away and there is still room for 
a discussion on the reason as to why 
you’re in Crow’s Landing.”

Horne also chimed in on the tardy 
problem saying “The number one in-
fraction last year was tardies, and as 
the deans said, if the student isn’t in 
the classroom then they are not learn-
ing. Also when a student enters the 
classroom, even if they are quiet when 
they enter, it is still a distraction for the 
class.”

Horne has many 
goals he hopes to 
accomplish as he 
takes over as build-
ing principal after 
serving as assis-
tant- principal for 
three years. His first 
goal is to rebuild the 
trust of the parents, 
staff, and students, 
and learn from last 
year. “We are seeing 
engagement across 
the board in the soc-

cer stands, the orchestra, the football 
games. I think that a lot of people are 
excited for this year and want to move 
on but still accept the past for what 
it is.” 

When the deans were asked about 
moving forward this year, Daniels said 
“We come in every morning and greet 
the staff and build connections. A lot 
of people were hurt and a lot of people 
have a bad taste in their mouth but we 
really believe that this is going to be a 
great year.”

Both Carlson and Daniels come from 
alternative education programs and 
believe that being successful in these 
will be great additions to DHS and will 
allow them to engage with the students 
effectively. “Both of us were working 
with students who were not on track to 
graduate, and we helped them get the 
credits they needed to graduate and 
also make a plan for them after high 
school and that was part of the gradu-
ation requirements, to have a concrete 
plan so they continue that momentum.” 
said Carlson. Both the new deans and 
principal want the year to be the best 
and have the success of the school as 
their main goal.
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Fall Fashion Fever!
Fall fashion, freak out and be forward

by Caitlin Callahan and Inga Colllin

Senior Will LaPointe. Photo provided by 
Jack Corbin.

Senior Brenna Dupre. Photo provided by 
Jack Corbin.

Sophomore Halle Beverley. Photo provided 
by Jack Corbin.

Senior Jackie Blanchard and sophomore 
Grace Comer. Photo provided by Jack 
Corbin.

It’s that time of year again, fall. 
The time of Pumpkin Spice every-
thing , movies that will scare you, and 
of course fall fashion.  During fall it 
seems like just about everyone is 
sporting his or her over-sized sweat-
ers and dark brown boots. The hall-
ways seem cozier as students wrap up 
in their scarves. Fall is back, and so is  
its very recognizable fashion trends.

Summer ends and all of the colors 
slowly change. That’s not just with 
leaves but with clothing also. Oranges, 
reds, and browns fill store fronts be-
cause they know every one is dying to 
get their hands on a new fall sweater. 

Colors play a major role in the fashion 
world. During this time pastels turn 
into deeper and darker shades. 

Sophomore Grace Comer thinks of 
fall as “dark colors, like harvest orang-
es and burnt colors.” 

Comer loves anything quirky and 
cute, but also follows today’s trends 
to fit her adorable but edgy personal-
ity as she walks through the halls with 
her thrifted black ripped jeans.

Glowy and dewy skin that comes 
with summer turns into matte lips and 
dark eyeshadow. With fall it’s not nec-
essarily just about the clothing. The 
makeup and accessories play a role, 

too. Senior Callie Borden discussed 
her favorite makeup, “My all time 
favorite color of lipstick to wear in 
the fall is Divine Wine by Maybelline 
and any Anastasia lip product .” 

Borden is known for her amazing 
fashion sense. She can also do and 
look good in any makeup look. Bor-
den is able to wear multiple fashion 
trends and add her own style to it. 

During fall one can never have too 
many accessories. From purses to 
beanies, they improve every outfit. 

Senior Will LaPointe said his 
favorite accessory is a “fuzzy 
jacket.” They are great because 
you can be very unique with your 
choice of accessory.

Everyone in fall has a special 
go-to look. From waking up late 
to school or going to get lunch 
with friends, you have that outfit 
that always works. LaPointe can 
easily be spotted in the crowd 
due to his amazing style. His go 
to look is, “dark wash jeans, dark 
brown boots, and a fuzzy jacket.” 
LaPointe is definitely at the fore-
front of fashion. 

Football is the epitome of fall 
for high school students. The 
student section goes crazy on 

these wild Friday nights. Every one 
is able to dress goofy but express 
themselves. Dressing up for the 
game is half the fun. 

Sophomore Josie Ward said 
”My favorite game to dress up for 
is the Breast Cancer awareness 
game. It’s fun to see everyone 
dress head to toe in pink.” 

Fall is an amazing time to show 
off your fashion trends, and styles. 

The interesting part of Fall is that ev-
eryone has his or her look, try some-
thing new and be different with it. 
Fall is here, but it won’t be for long, 
so make your outfits worth while.

Key Club Connects with Community

Key club is a organization where 
students can go to serve the commu-
nity. It doesn’t matter whether you are 
a Freshman or a Senior. Key Club ac-
cepts all to come and help out.  

Key Club vice president, junior Arti 
Patel, what was her favorite activity to 
do in Key Club. She said, “My personal 
favorite is getting to volunteer at all 
the elementary school fun fairs. It’s 
really cute to see the kids in all their 
excitement and it also brings back a 
lot of really good memories.” 

Patel also mentioned that she en-
joys attending a convention called 
DCON. She explains it as a convention 
for “all of the key clubs of Illinois. We 

Key Club doesn’t make keys, but they do open doors!!

by Sophya Perron

Key Club officers. Photo provied by Lily Peterson

Key Club members in club shirts. Photo provided by 
Lily Peterson.

get to learn about all of the 
positions, what it means to 
be in Key Club, and about 
different fundraisers and 
charity events. Also every-
body from the convention 
stays in one hotel for a few 
days, so we get to meet a lot 
of really cool people.” 

Key Club encourages 
its members to build on 
their character by improv-

ing leadership, character 
building, and caring for oth-
ers. Around 20 students are 
in Key Club, and they meet 
every Tuesday  to talk about 
their next volunteer activity. 
Throughout the school year, 
they work at places like feed 
my starving children, a pan-
cake breakfast with Kiwanis 
(A parent group), raise money 
for UNICEF which helps feed 
kids in developing  countries, 
and go around collecting 
canned food donations for 
Barb food mart.  

Senior Mya Millard is the 
Co- President of Key Club. Her 

favorite aspect  of Key Club is, “being 
able to volunteer around the commu-
nity and be able to do it with friends. 
Key club is all about having fun while 
doing your volunteer work.” 

Millard went on to describe what it 
is like to be Co-president of Key Club. 
“Being co president is a lot of work, 
but it is also really fun to be able to run 
a club and learn how to be responsible 
for things that I need to take care of 
for the club like find out things we can 

volunteer for in the community and 
getting students involved by trying to 
make it an enjoyable experience.”

These helpful hands do what they 
can to help people who are in need 
and be supportive. The world would 
be a better place if everyone could 
be more kind, helpful, and sacrificial 
as these volunteers. They make the 
world a better place and impact ev-
eryone they meet with their positive 
attitudes. Interested in Key Club? Key 
Club meets after school on Tuesdays 
in room N118.
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Delicious Fall Recipe
Fall into autumn with these delicious Apple Pie Bites!

by Bethany Billips

As fall slowly arrives, what better way 
to celebrate its arrival than eating your 
favorite fall treats! Bundle up and enjoy 
this delicious Apple Pie Bite recipe.

The first thing you need to do is get 
all of your ingredients prepped and 
ready to go.

Ingredients:
• 1/4 cup packed light brown sug-

ar
• 1 1/2 tablespoons ground cin-

namon
• 1 1/2 teaspoons ground nutmeg
• 1 teaspoon allspice
• 3 tablespoons butter, melted
• 1/3 cup chopped pecans
• 1 small apple, cored and sliced 

into 8 slices
• 1 (8-ounce) can Pillsbury Origi-

nal crescent rolls
Once your ingredients are ready, you 

can start the fun part, baking!

Steps:
1. Preheat your oven to 375 degrees 

Fahrenheit. Line a baking sheet with 
parchment paper.

2. In a small bowl, combine ground 
cinnamon, ground nutmeg, and all-
spice.

3. Add in brown sugar and combine. 
Set aside.

4. Melt butter and toss apple slices 
in butter, set aside.

5. Arrange crescent roll triangles on 
baking sheet lined with parchment pa-
per. Evenly distribute brown sugar mix-
ture onto each triangle.

6. Place an apple slice on the wide 
end of each triangle. Wrap crescent roll 
dough around each apple.

7. Brush each crescent roll with re-
maining butter. Sprinkle lightly with ad-
ditional apple pie spice.

Warm, delicious Apple Pie Bites! Photo 
taken by Asher Lowrey.

8. Bake for 10-12 minutes, or until 
golden brown. Cool for 5 minutes be-
fore serving.

Share some of these adorable tiny 
apple pies with friends and family dur-
ing this fall season.

Gaurdians of the Galaxy: Volume 2

By Asher Lowrey

An excellent installment in the Mar-
vel films universe, Guardians of the 
Galaxy has earned a special place in 
many fans hearts after only two films. 
With a signature funky 70s sound 
track the films playlist, appropriately 
titled,  “Awesome Mix” perfectly enve-
lopes watchers in the comedic action-
packed series. 

In the first installment of Guardians 
of the Galaxy, released in August of 
2014, fans became acquainted with 
one of Marvels lesser known groups of 
heroes. Viewers may see these heroes  
play a larger roll  within the upcoming 
Marvel Infinity Wars story line.

The group introduced in 2014 con-
sisted of five main heroes; 

Star-Lord, a humanoid blaster wield-
ing man-child with a love for music, 

raised by space pirates and played by 
none other than Chris Pratt.

Gamora, played by Zoe Saldana, 
daughter of galactic warlord Thanos, 
portrayed as a slender alien woman 
with a murderous reputation.

Rocket Raccoon, a reckless rodent 
with humanoid intelligence and a love 
for explosives, voiced by Bradley Coo-
per and played by Sean Gunn.

Drax The Destroyer, an alien human-
oid male with bulging biceps, a dark 
past, and some anger issues, played by  
Dave Bautista.

Groot, a sentient plant that has the 
ability to take humanoid form, win 
fans hearts, and possesses an exten-
sive vocabulary of five different words. 
Groot is voiced by Vin Diesel and Krys-
tian Godlewski.

In the second installment viewers 
rejoin their favorite space faring heroes 
as they flee the Sovereign, a highly so-
phisticated society of humanoid beings. 
Whilst on the run, our heroes make an 
unlikely ally and cross paths  with Ego, a 
celestial who claims to be Starlords Fa-
ther. Throughout the rest of the movie, 
viewers watch as Starlord’s back story is 
unfolded and secrets are revealed. 

One of my favorite Marvel releases of 
2017, Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 2 
combines action and comedy perfectly. 

Overall an excellently composed film 
with an amazing sound track and a great 
cast of loving characters. The Guardians 
of the Galaxy series is worth every sec-
ond and has a very promising future in 
the Marvel films Universe. 

Back in theaters for a second time!

Charlottesville
Protestors rally at UVA

by Jack Corbin

“In the end, we will not remember 
the words of our enemies, but the si-
lence of our friends.” -Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

America’s focus shifted to Charlot-
tesville, Virginia on Saturday, August 
11th when a “Unite the Right” rally 
turned violent. What was intended to 
be a protest in opposition to the re-
moval of a Robert E. Lee effigy quickly 
changed course when racially charged 
altercations between those protecting 
the monument and those opposing it 
gained massive media attention. 

The history behind the statue of 
this Civil War veteran became a topic 
of contention due to the racist under-
tones and generally disagreed with 
beliefs of the party he was the leading 
general of, the Confederacy. 

Black and white Americans alike felt 
disdain for the public display of ques-
tionable history and banded together 
to eliminate it, having confirmation by 
the city government of Charlottesville. 
But as comes with most politics, not ev-
eryone was pleased with the outcome. 

Organized by Jason Kessler, a for-
mer journalist and ultra-nationalist ac-
tivist, the protest to defend the statue 
of Lee rapidly gained momentum and 
morphed into one of the largest white 
supremacist gatherings in recent 
United States history. A day prior to 
the protest, marchers descended on 
the University of Virginia shouting pro-
paganda and slogans such as “white 
lives matter”, and “blood and soil”, as 
well as vulgar homophobic slurs.

 Some of these coded statements 
may not carry much meaning to the 
average observer, but their roots his-
torically derive from much larger op-
pressive regimes. According to dade-
schools.net, “blood and soil” taking 
reference from the propaganda of the 
Nazi party in Germany during WWll. 
This statement specifically holds social 

Downton Charlottesville.Photo by Bethany Billops.

weight when observing its meaning in 
relation to anti-Semitic values. “Blood” 
referring to the Nazi idealization of a ra-
cially defined national body. 

In response to the chaotic condition 
of the town, a local state of emergency 
was declared by the city of Charlottes-
ville and the county of Albemarle. Ac-
cording to USA Today, Charlottesville 
police chief Al Thomas said 35 people 
were injured as a result of the oppos-
ing groups clashing, as well as one fa-
tal casualty.   

The casuality was a woman by the 
name of Heather Heyer. Heyer’s died 
when a car believed to have been driv-

en by one of the 
members of the 
white suprema-
cist rally barreled 
into a throng of ci-
vilians, killing her 
in the collision. 

As stated by 
NPR News, Heyer 
initially refrained 
from attending 
the rallies in fear 
of the violence 
she would face 
while opposing 
the white suprem-

acists. While interviewing a co-worker 
of Heyer’s, they expressed that “Heath-
er denounced any type of discrimina-
tion, not just racism”. 

The city of Charlottesville released 
a statement calling Heyer’s death “an 
act of senseless violence”.

Although the majority of the media 
spotlight has been pointed towards 
Charlottesville specifically, one must 
recognize how these acts of violence, 
and archaic persecution of people 
of minority, echoes through not only 
those living in Charlottesville, but all 
marginalized groups throughout the 
United States. 
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Juniors Abi Taylor and Tyler Scarbrough 
in front of Altgeld Hall. Photo provided by 
Abi Taylor.

Gnarly Homecoming 
DHS students just wanna have fun!
by Arianna Rodriguez 

Homecoming of 2017 was a blast 
from the past with the retro 80s theme. 
The 80s vibe was definitely there with 
vintage hallways that also included a 
balloon arch along with bright colored 
lights. Where the music lacked in 80s 
music, the students made up for in 
dancing.

When asked how student council 
came up with the theme, senior social 
chair Callie Borden said, “We come 
up with the theme by basically mak-
ing a big list of ideas and narrowing it 
down as a council to our favorite out 
of them!”  

The homecoming court winners were: 
Freshmen-Justine Pringle and Trey 

Hiland, Sophomores-Hannah Reese 
and Bilal Hobbs, Juniors- Grace Geh-
rke and Blake Hanson, Seniors- Lizzy 
Warner and Justin Lee. 

Overall, the dance was a blast from 
the past! Hope everyone had a fun 
and safe homecoming. Big thank you 
to student council and its advisers 
for planning and running the entire 
dance.  

Seniors pose together. Photo provided by Katie Sherman.

Juniors Mia Shultz and Kendall Tucker 
Photo provided by Kendall Tucker.

Seniors Clay Ward and Gabbie Melms. 
Photo provided by Gabbie Melms. 

Sophomores posing. Photo provided by Maggie Trunkhill. 

Homecoming Week Games
Football team wins and powderpuff excites! 

DHS fought hard against the Kane-
land Knights at our homecoming 
game. Spirits were high and everyone 
was decked out in their 80s gear!

DHS struggled in the beginning 
after three turnovers in the second 
quarter. Kaneland took an early lead. 
At halftime, Kaneland was ahead 12-
7. Momentum started after halftime, 
and the Barbs pulled ahead and fin-
ished with a 31-12 victory Kaneland. 

When asked what sparked the 
comeback,  junior Spencer Harris 
“You would think the coaches would 
be chewing us out and yelling, but it 
was the opposite.  They kept it calm 
and told us to stick  with what we had 
been practicing all week and for ev-

by Lily Peterson

Guys poms. Photo provided by Callie Borden.

Sophomore team picture. Photo provided by Inga Collin.

Senior team picture. Photo provided by Bailey Lynch. 
eryone to do their jobs and we will 
come out winners.”  

This victory makes the Barbs eli-
gible for the IHSA playoffs for the fifth 
year straight year. 

Another highlight of homecoming 
week was the powderpuff games! 
Upperclassmen and underclassmen 
played hard and had fiun.

The seniors played the juniors and 
the sophomores played the freshmen 
in the annual powderpuff game. The 
seniors beat the juniors with a score 
of 6-0. In the last few minutes of the 
game, senior Bella Bettner scored the 
winning touchdown.

The sophomores beat the freshmen 
6-7. Freshman Amanda Dubeau scored 
the touchdown for the freshman, and 
sophomore Sydney Dumas scored a 
touchdown for the sophomores. 

Another highlight from the game in-
cluded boys poms! The junior and se-
nior guys were able to show off their 
dance moves to the delighted crowd.

Check out the Barbwire website for 
photos of the homecoming parade, 
m, powderpuff games, the Kaneland 
game, and more!


