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The

Barbwire Bake Off Round 2
by Bale Borgardt & Zach Donahue

The boys are 
back with round 
two of The 
Barbwire bake 
off! The loser 
of this round 
will receive a 
soy sauce milk-
shake punish-

ment. Editor Blake Bordgardt is baking 
Oreo stuffed brownies. Enforcer Zach 
Donahue is baking M&M chocolate chip 
cookies. The winner of this round will be 
determined by the votes of The Barbwire 
staff.

For Borgardt’s brownies you will need 
the following ingredients:

• 1 package brownie mix
• 2/3 cup vegetable oil
• 2 eggs
• 1/4 cup water
• 12 Oreo cookies
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Far-

enheit. grease 12 muffin cups or 
line with paper liners.

2. Mix brownie mix, oils, eggs, and 
water together in a bowl until 
smooth. Spoon about 1 table-
spoon batter into each muffic 
cup. Place 1 cookie into each 
muffin cup and top with more 
batter.

3. Bake in the preheated oven until 
a toothpick inserted in the side of 
the brownie comes out clean, 20 
to 23 minutes.

For Donahue’s M&M chocolate chip 
cookies:
• 1 1/2 cups of all purpose flour
• 1 teaspoon of baking soda
• 1/2 teaspoon of salt
• 1/2 cup of unsalted butter (room 

temperature) 
• 1/2 cup firmly packed light brown 

sugar
• 1 large egg
• 1 teaspoon of vanilla extract
• 1 1/4 cups of chocolate chips
• 1 cup of M&ms   

Drections:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 

Fahrenheit. Line 2 baking sheets 
with parchment or spray with non-
stick spray.

2.  In medium bowl, shift the flour, bak-
ing soda and salt together.

3.  In another large bowl, using an 
electric mixer at medium speed, 
beat together the butter and sugars 
for about 2 minutes until its smooth

4.  Add the egg and vanilla and mix on 
low speed until mixed in.

5.  Gradually add the flour mixture and 
mix in until just incorporated. Do not 
keep mixing - do not over-mix.

6.  Add chocolate chips and m&m’s 
and stir with wooden spoon. Again, 
no over-mixing, just until incorpo-
rated.

7.  Chill dough, if dough is warm.
8.  Using a small or large ice cream 

scoop or heaping tablespoon, drop 
the dough onto the prepared baking 
sheets. 6 to 8 per pan, depending 
on size you are making.

9.  Bake the cookies 1 sheet at a time 
until the bottoms and edges are 
lightly browned and the tops feel 
firm when lightly touched.

10.  Small cookies bake 8-10 minutes.
11.  Large cookies bake 10-13 minutes.
12.  Let the cookies cool for 5 minutes 

on the baking sheets. Then, trans-
fer the cookies to wire racks to cool 
completely.

13. Makes 15-30 cookies depending on 
size.

The winner of the final round is Bor-
gardt! Each member of the staff tasted 
both and then an annonmous vote was 
held. It was a close call and both boys 
gave a valiant effort. The entire staff 
enjoyed both immensly. Bake offs will 
continue next year so stayed tuned for 
“Bake off 2: Bake Harder.” 

When asked how he felt about win-
ning, Borgardt said, “I’d like to thank 
Zach for making it an easy win.” 

Spring Sports Wrap Up
by Bale Borgardt 

As the end of the school year ap-
proaches, so does the end of the sea-
son for DHS’s spring athletes. Here’s a 
rundown on how all of the seasons went 
for the teams competing this spring.

Boys Tennis

Girls Badminton

Boys Outdoor Track

Girls Softball

Girls Outdoor Track

Boys Baseball

Girls Soccer

Bass Fishing Club
Boys tennis had a season that they’ll 

look to improve on for next year. The 
team’s lone victories this year came 
against Boylan Catholic, Rockford Lu-
theran, and Marengo High Schools. 
The team also placed third at the Guil-
ford Senior High School Invite. The next 
meet is at the sectional meet.

Boys baseball has had a disappoint-
ing regular season. Their lone victories 
have come against Sycamore, Morris, 
Hampshire, and Winnebago so far. 
Their most impressive victory came 
against Sycamore in their three game 
series, where the Barbs won 8-5. The 
team will look to show that their unfor-
tunate regular season was just a fluke, 
and bounce back in the first regional 
game on May 23rd. 

Boys track has been impressive this 
season, placing second in two of their 
meets, and winning meets against 
Rochelle, Belvidere, Benet Academy, 
and Sycamore High School. The team 
hasn’t placed under fifth in any of their 
meets. Their most recent match was 
at the NIB 12 Conference invite, where 
they placed fourth. Their season came 
to an end at Sectionals, where the 
team placed 10th.

“My favorite part of the season was 
the high level of competition during 
the indoor season when everything 
was going really well” said junior Ri-
ley Marks. “I’m looking forward to re-
demption during the outdoor season 
next year.”

Girls badminton ended their season 
on May 12th at state, where Helene 
Colin and En-Tso Liou placed fifth, and 
Holly Trapp and Hui Zhu placed ninth. 
During the regular season the team 
was very successful. They placed first 
at their meets on senior night, and their 
meet at Glenbard South High School, 
and at Barb Round Robin. They won 
seven of their eight individual meets, 
only losing against Hinsdale South High 
School. 

Girls soccer has been another suc-
cessful team this spring. Their record 
as of May 21st is 16-6-1. Their most 
impressive victory  came in their sea-
son opener against Rockford Jefferson 
High School, where they blew their op-
ponent out 7-0. 

The team won both of their region-
al  meets which earned them a trip 
to sectionals against Barrington High 
School on May 22nd. Their first victory 
at regionals came against Streamwood 
High School on May 15th, where the 
team won 3-0. Their next regional vic-
tory came against Larkin High School 
on May 18th where the team won 2-0.

Girls track has had a record set-
ting season this spring. The team has 
placed first four times at their meets, 
and second two times this season. 
One of their most impressive showings 
came at the Kansas Relays, where the 
team placed first in the 4x100, 4x200, 
and 4x400 relays. Senior BriMonet 
Buggs also placed fourth in the 100 
meter dash. 

The team’s journey to state started 
at the conference meet, where the 
team placed first. Next the team placed 
third at sectionals, and finally placed 
fifth overall at state. Congratulations 
to the entire team on their historic sea-
son!

Girls softball has had a disappoint-
ing season so far with a 6-20 record. 
Their victories have come against Ro-
sary, Jacobs, Streamwood, Honoegah, 

Bass fishing club has only had one 
meet this spring. It happened on May 
7th at Shabbona Lake. The team 
placed sixth overall. 

“My favorite part about the meet 
was just spending time with everybody 
and just having a laid back day. Crack-
ing jokes and just having fun” said Ju-
nior Bass fishing club member, Blake 
Hanson.

Girls track team poses after winning a 
meet photo provided by Megan Leblanc

Belvidere, and Elgin High Schools. The 
team’s most impressive victory came 
against Boylan High School on senior 
night where the team won 7-6, in a 
thrilling 11 innings. They’ll look to re-
bound from their shaky regular season 
at regionals on May 23rd. 

Girls soccer team at Relay for life. Photo 
provied by Christina Ryzhov.
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

New School Calender
D428 switches to earlier calendar schedule

by Abigail Gasink

This past September, students at 
Lincoln Elementary were dismissed 
from school due to the lack of air con-
ditioning in the building. For a few 
days the temperature was in the high 
80s and low 90s. Due to Lincoln not 
having access to air conditioning, the 
rest of the district has not been able 
to start school as early as mid-August. 

The week after this extreme weath-
er occurred the board had a meeting 
to talk about putting a new boiler and 
chiller in their school, but many were 
concerned about the cost. When re-
alizing the real concern is safety the 
board approved a 1.1 million dollar 
bid to install a new boiler and chiller 
at Lincoln Elementary this summer.

Now that Lincoln will be receiving 
air conditioning, the whole district will 
be able to start school earlier. School 
will start on the 15th of August next 
year. Meaning that this summer will 

be one week shorter than what stu-
dents are used to. Which kind of 
stinks if you’re a junior, because 
this will be your last summer of high 
school. No worries for freshmen and 
sophomores your summers will go 
back to the same length in two years. 

For the 2018-19 year, school is 
scheduled to end on May 22nd, as-
suming there aren’t any emergency 
days used. Which means our second 
semester final days will be Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday. Instead of 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. So 
let’s hope the winter weather doesn’t 
get too cold and snowy this upcoming 
year.

Speaking of winter, our first semes-
ter finals will be before winter break 
instead of one or two weeks after, as 
thy have been in the past. This is great 
because now we won’t have to worry 
about studying over break, which 
means you don’t have to take any pa-
pers home over the holidays. Stressing 
out over winter break is the worst. Be-
tween shoveling the snow, and making 
sure your house is clean for when your 
family comes over is already enough. 
So taking away the stress of coming 
back to school for finals is such a re-
lief. 

Overall starting school earlier 
seems like were losing our summer 
break, but in the long run it’s very ben-
eficial.

Summer ‘18 & Study Playlist
by Lily Peterson 

Summer is just around the corner and 
you know what that means! Procrastinat-
ing finals and dreaming of better days. A 
killer study playlist is a great motivator 
to ace those finals! Let’s finish the year 
strong with a great playlist. 

Study Playlist
1. “The Spiteful Chant” by Kendrick 

Lamar 
2. “MILK” by BROCKHAMPTON
3. “You Can Run” by Adam Jones 
4. “Something Good Can Work” by 

Two Door Cinema Club
5. “Jump (feat. Gizzle) by Lupe Fiasco
6. “Pyramids” by Frank Ocean
7. “Jump Out the Window” by Big 

Sean
8. “Over My Head (Cable Car)” by 

The Fray
9. “Moonlight” by Grace VanderWaal
10. “For Whom The Bell Tolls” by J. 

Cole
11. “She’s Mine Pt. 1” by J. Cole
12. “Dead or Alive” by Jazz Cartier
13. “m.A.A.d city” by Kendrick Lamar
14. “Ultraviolence” by Lana Del Rey
15. “Sober II (Melodrama) by Lorde 
16. “Adore you” by Miley Cyrus 
17. “Tompkins Square Park” by Mum-

ford & Sons
18. “Better Now” by Post Malone 
19. “Leave” by Post Malone 
20. “I Think She Like Me” by Rick 

Ross 

21. “Don’t Leave” by Snakehips
22. “Pray 4 Love” by Travis Scott
23. “Redbone” by Childish Gambino
24. “Eulogy” by Kyle Dixon & Michael 

Stein
25. “Bedford Falls” by Ford
26. “This Is The Last Time” by The 

National
After the stress of finals is finally 

over, start your summer off right with a 
playlist! This playlist includes new sum-
mer jams, songs that were bops last 
summer, and songs that just scream 
summer. So relax and enjoy!

Summer Playlist 
1. “Wait A Minute!” Willow 
2. “Dimelo” by Snakehips 
3. “8TEEN” by Khalid 
4. “Runaways” by The Killers 
5. “Midnight Train To Georgia” by 

Gladys Knights & The Pips 
6. “Homemade Dynamite” by Lorde
7. “Tennis Court” by Lorde 
8. “Down Girl” by Roy Woods 
9. “92 Explorer” by Post Malone 
10. “It Wasn’t Me” by Shaggy
11. “She’s A Lady” by Tom Jones 
12. “Kiss Me Thru The Phone” by 

Soulja Boy
13. “Sunflower” by Rex Orange 

County 
14. “Apricot Princess” by Rex Orange 

County
15. “Nice for What” by Drake

16. “Silence” by Marshmello
17. “All The Stars” by Kendrick Lamar
18. “OTW” by Khalid 
19. “Riptide” by Vance Joy
20. “See You Again” by Tyler, the Cre-

ator
21. “Forever” by Drake
22. “20 Min” by Lil Uzi Vert
23. “Man Of The Year” by Schoolboy 

Q
24. “Here Comes The Sun” by The 

Beatles 
25. “Dancing In The Dark” by Bruce 

Springsteen
26. “September” by Earth, Wind, & 

Fire 
27. “Ivy” by Frank Ocean 
28. “Wat It Goes” by Hippo Campus
29. “Over the Rainbow” by Israel 

Kamakawiwo’ole
30. “Reflections” by MisterWives 
31. “Morocco” by Moon Taxi
32. “Hey Ya” by OutKast
33. “Umbrella” by Rihanna 
34. “Grapevine Valentine” by Kings-

foil 
35. “Caroline” by Amine 
36. “Build Me Up Buttercup” by The 

Foundations 
37. “Because the Night” by Patti 

Smith
38. “Right Back Where We Started 

From” by Maxine Nightingale
39. “No Hands” by Waka Flocka 

Flame 
40. “Frontier Psychiatrist” by The 

Avalanches
41. “It’s My Life” by Bon Jovi 
42. “Ride Like the Wind” by Christo-

pher Cross 
43. “Rather Be” by Clean Bandit
44. “From Rest” by Cold Weather 

Company 
45. “Magnets” by Disclosure 
46. “This Is America” by Childish 

Gambino   
Hopefully this summer is relaxing and 

fun! From all of us here at The Barbwire, 
we wish you a summer full of bops. 
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Love Simon
by Jack Corbin

Directed by Greg Berlanti, Love Si-
mon is a film in the mouth of every mov-
ie fan at the moment. Based on the nov-
el Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda 
by Becky Albertalli, Love Simon follows 
the life of teen Simon Spier growing up 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The movie primar-
ily details his relationship with his best 
friends Nick, Leah, and Abby, some o 
the largest supporting roles. The plot 
begins when Leah informs Simon of an 
online confession posted by a closeted 
gay student at their high school known 
only under the alias of “Blue”. 

Closeted himself, Simon contacts 
the anonymous boy and the two quickly 
confide in each other, gaining a close 
connection. After the messages be-
tween Simon and “Blue” are discov-
ered by another student Martin, he 
uses the messages as a means of 
blackmailing Simon to convince Abby to 
be in a romantic relationship with him. 

After suspecting that he had finally dis-
covered the identity of his anonymous 
online infatuation at a party, Simon at-
tempts to engage with him, later finding 
out the boy he thought was “Blue” is 
heterosexual. Simon continues to seek 
his anonymous love, confident that one 
day he will reveal himself. Without re-
vealing too much information regarding 
the twists and turns of the plot, humili-
ation and acceptance are some of the 
most overarching themes. 

Love Simon captures the best and 
worst parts of youth not only as a queer 
teen, but as any young person strug-
gling with the terms of their identity. 
The film creates a candid and healthy 
atmosphere for anyone who identifies 
with the LGBT community, and is a re-
freshing change of pace compared to 
how gay men are often portrayed in 
common media. Growing up rarely see-
ing portrayals of homosexual relation-

ships being anything other than minor 
roles, this film has offered a door, and 
we can see the light pouring in. 

Because of how disheartening the 
details of many queer people’s lives are, 
movies focusing around LGBT charac-
ters have historically had a solemn tone. 
When observing a film such as Moon-
light, a move detailing the life of a gay 
black teen growing up in poverty, one 
can see why it proves harder to put a 
positive spin on stories while respecting 
and being true to their struggles. Love 
Simon does just that,  while remember-
ing not to gloss over the very real ob-
stacles of queer existence, an uplifting 
and resolute ending that offers a hope-
ful outlook into how society is changing 
for the better. Overall I would rate this 
movie 7.5 out of 10. Acting as a catalyst 
for mainstream media to shed an alter-
nate life on queer life, it was well done 
and serves an important purpose. 

PBIS Movie Day
Hidden Figures 
by Tiffany Walker 

On May 10th, 2018 PBIS hosted 
a movie day for students chosen at 
random from a list of students who 
earned C’s or higher in all of their 
classes third quarter. The students 
watched the film Hidden Figures.

When asked how many students 
were chosen to go to the movie day, 
Sara Jennings(PBIS coach) said, 
“700.” Students who weren’t  picked 
to go to the movie day received  a bag 
of chips. 

The movie Hidden Figures is about 
three African-American women at NASA 
who serve as the brains behind one of 
the greatest operations in history. 

Jennings explained the lesson she 
was hoping the students are going to 
take away from watching the movie, 
“I hope that students learn about the 

history of the space program which 
relied heavily on the contributions of 
women in STEM fields. I hope that they 
also learn that it doesn’t matter what 
type of situation you were born into; 
you can create the life you want for 
yourself if you work hard, collaborate, 
and advocate for yourself.”

When asked about why the picking 
of the movie was different, Jennings 
explained,“Mrs. Sandora from the me-
dia center reached out to us and asked 
if we would like to show the movie that 
is based on this year’s ‘The Big Read’ 
book which is Hidden Figures. We de-
cided to take her up on the offer since 
it was such a hit at the box office!”

When asked how she liked the movie 
sophomore Lydia Myers said that, “It 
was really good.” Sophomore Rebekah 

Larsen echoed Myers statement.
This incentive encourages students 

to try their best and get good grades. 
Incentives like this really give students 
that normally don’t earn good grades 
a chance to rise to the challenge and 
raise their goals. 

PBIS Movie Day auring the movie.
Photo provided by Rebekah Larsen. 

An Insider on Teen Mom
Teen Mom Young and Pregnant

by Caitlin Callahan

Teen Mom has blown up in the 
DeKalb County Area this current year. 
Young and Pregnant (almost like a 
sequel to Teen Mom) on MTV, has 
a young mom named Kayla Sessler 
from Cortland, Illinois on the show. 
Sessler, a DHS alumna, announced 
her debut to the show on her Insta-
gram on February 12, 2018.

The first episode of the show for 
Kayla was on March 12, 2018 filmed 
in Cortland. According to US Maga-
zine, “Kayla is ‘the girl next door’ 
who was raised by a single mother. 
She was very excited to find out she 
was expecting with Stephan, who 
she’s been dating for three years. 
However, she’s not sure if she should 
stay with him or raise their child as a 
single mother.” 

Along with Sessler, the other Teen 
Moms are Brianna, Jade, Ashley, 
and Lexi. When they are together, 
they bring, “the babies, the love, 
and the drama” according to Ses-
sler’s Instagram. 

Sessler seems content with her life 
as a Teen Mom right now. She and 
her baby Izaiah Cole Alexander do ev-
erything together. Izaiah does have a 
condition sometimes known as “flat 
head syndrome” which affects 47% 
of infants. Luckily, Izaiah only has to 
wear a doc band for his condition. “ 
The doc band is extremely light weight 
and doesn’t cause them any discom-
fort!” Sessler posted on Instagram.

Stephan Alexander is currently 
co-parenting with Sessler. Young 

and Pregnant catches every aspect 
of their relationship, showing the 
highs and lows of parenting. Along 
with Kayla and Stephan on the show 
together, her mom is also involved 
with the series.

Sessler has made a few trips 
around the US for Young and Preg-
nant. For example, in April she was 
on the Teen Mom, Young and Preg-
nant reunion, which people could 
buy tickets and see the entire series.

*Warning Spoilers Ahead*  
On Season 1, episode 10, the new-

est episode, Sessler’s life took a dra-
matic turn. Stephan ‘stole the show’ 
from Kayla, by cursing on Camera 
and withdrawing money from Ses-
sler’s mom’s debit card, and all of 
this was right in front of their baby. 
Stephan and Kayla are currently not 
together, but he still is in the picture. 
During the episode Sessler mentions 
how she just wants to be out of the 
middle between the feud of Stephan 
and her mom.

Young and Pregnant has had ma-
jor impact on the DeKalb County 
area. The show currently with 9 epi-
sodes is still going strong. I highly 
advise people to check out the show 
and see what all the hype is about.

Kayla Sessler on the hit TV show Teen Mom. Photo taken by by Caitlin Callahan.
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Relay For Life

by Jack Corbin

DHS honors Mr. Shakir with Relay fundrasier

Boys participating in a tug-of-war competition. Photo provided by Ms. Valkner

Relay for life is the signature fund-
raiser for the American Cancer Society. 
Relay for life is staffed and coordinated 
by volunteers in thousands of commu-
nities and 27 countries in total. Volun-
teers give their time and effort because 
they believe it’s time to take action 
against cancer. 

Relay is a team fundraising event 
where each team member takes turns 
walking around a track, in this case 
the DHS track. Each event is six to 24 
hours in length and each team is asked 
to have a member walking the track at 
all times to signify that cancer never 
sleeps. “Cancer patients don’t stop be-
cause they are tired, and for one night, 
neither do we.” Relay for Life at DeKalb 
High School raised close to $12000.

Each team sets up a campsite 
themed for its respective tastes and 
continues its fundraising efforts by 
collecting donations for food, playing 
games, and enjoying activities. 

After walking the track during a mo-
ment of silence for those who lost their 
lives to cancer, senior Maria Mascote 
explained what made her want to par-

ticipate in this event.
“I became involved with Relay for life 

when I agreed to help plan it. I actually 
did not know what it was until Decem-
ber but one of my friends told me about 
it and I became very attached to it as 
well as those apart of it.”

Mascote went on to explain who 
cancer touched her life. “My grandfa-
ther in Mexico, as well as my grand-
father living in the states, both went 
through battles with cancer before 
passing away. Growing up I always 
saw how much it affected my grand-
mother and father so every year we 
go through the anniversary of their 
passing it influences me greatly. Be-
ing a child and not understanding 
why someone is no longer around has 
caused me to want to work towards 
advocating for a cure now that I am a 
young adult who is more aware.”

While the event was mostly student 
planned and run, it is important to ac-
knowledge that staff members also 
dedicated their time. Mrs. Maley, a so-
cial studies teacher at DHS, is an out-
spoken advocate for cancer research. 

When asked why she wanted to 
participate in Relay for Life, Maley 
said, “I am here for Mr. Shakir. He 
was a dear friend and I miss him ev-
eryday. I am also here to support my 
colleagues Mrs. Vaulkner and Mrs. 
Cross who orchestrated this event in 
honor of Mr. Shakir.”

Cancer has touched her life in many 
ways. Maley said, “My grandfather 
died of leukemia, my great aunt sur-
vived breast cancer twice, and my hus-
band’s aunt died of lung cancer. Sadly 
it has touched my life in a lot of ways, 
and I am forever hopeful for a cure to 
be found.”

Relay for Life made it evident how 
greatly cancer affects many individu-
als. The impact of cancer on individu-
als is difficult to measure. Relay has 
offered an outlet for those who under-
stand the struggle of a life affected by 
the same affliction to support each 
other. Not only does it raise an influ-
ential amount of funds and awareness 
towards research, but it also provides 
a fun time with which people really 
resonate. Teams participating in Relay For Life. Photo provided by Ms. Valkner

Participants walking the track. Photo provided by Ms. Valkner

Volleyball team setting up their tent. Photo provided by Ally Lawler


