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The

Spring Sports Preview
by Blake Borgardt

The weather is getting warmer and 
that means spring sports are starting 
up again. Girls soccer, boys and girls 
outdoor track, badminton, baseball, and 
softball will be the teams suiting up for 
their spring seasons. Here’s a preview for 
each team competing this spring.

Boys Baseball

Boys Track

Boys Tennis

Girls Softball

Girls Track

Girls Soccer

Girls Badminton

Last season the baseball team had 
a disappointing regular season, after 
losing six of their key seniors to gradua-
tion before the season started. But they 
made people forget about the rough 
regular season, when they went on a 
short run winning the regional quarter-
finals, semifinals, and finals to advance 
to the sectional semifinals. “I’m really 
looking forward to getting the season 
started, and getting back into the swing 
of things” said junior Jason Klemm. The 
teams first game is against Sandwich 
High School, on March 13.

Boys track began their season on 
February 28, at a meet in Sycamore 
High School, where they beat out the 
competition by just one point. The team 
will look to have another season like 
their last where they placed first in five 
meets and second place in four. Their 
next meet will take place against Yor-
kville High School on April 3.

Boys tennis will look to have a bet-
ter season than their last one where 
the team only won a few matches and 
placed eighth overall at the NIB 12 Con-
ference Meet. Their season begins on 
March 20 against Harlem High School 
at Harlem. 

Girls softball had a rough regular 
season last year, but during the post 
season they went to the regional semi-
finals where they lost 7-8 against Hunt-
ley. “My goals for this season are to get 
better at playing the game and have a 
great season” said junior Abby Kiley. “I 
think my fundamentals have really im-
proved just kind of learning the game 
better and to think faster on my feet to 
where the ball needs to go and where 
I need to be to get the best outcome” 
said Kiley. This season they start off 
against Elgin High School on March 20.

Last season, girls track had a phe-
nomenal season. They placed second 
five times, third five times, and placed 
first in one of their meets. Their season 
ended at sectionals, where they placed 
second. They’ll look to have another 
great season, and win their net meet at 
Batavia High School, on March 22.

Girls soccer had an impressive cam-
paign in the 2016-2017 season, where 
they went 12-5 during the regular sea-
son. The team had an impressive 9 
game win streak that lasted nearly a 
month. The team made it all the way to 
the regional finals, where they lost 0-4. 
Their next matchup is on March 24.

Last season, girls badminton had a 
disappointing start, not placing above 
fifth in any of their tournaments. But 
towards the end of the season, the 
team began to start doing well, plac-
ing second at the DeKalb invite, third at 
the Senior Night Tournament, and then 
sectionals where they placed second 
again. Their next meet will take place 
on March 24, against Glenbard East 
High School.

Girls track team poses after winning a meet photo provided by Megan Leblanc

Track team member Riley Marks, poses 
with his friends after a meet photo pro-
vided by Riley Marks

New Student Resource at DHS
by Caitlin Callahan

Dekalb High School has a variety of 
students. From the students who get 
straight A’s and push themselves to 
the limit, to those who still study and 
try their best but don’t exactly get the 
grades that they want.For the students 
who want the good grade and are pre-
pared to work, DHS has found a way to 
help.

Peer tutoring meets in classroom 
N217 everyday during flex. Utilizing 
a tutor should not be looked down 
upon. Being able to realize that one 
needs help and are willing to ask oth-
ers is amazing. Assistant principal Mr. 
Potts, the head of this resource, ex-
plained what peer tutoring is,”I believe 
in Peer Tutoring so much because it 
is centered around students helping 
students and building positive relation-

ships while also supporting academics. 
It contributes to a positive and support-
ive culture here at DHS. Who better to 
get help from than fellow students who 
have taken many of these same cours-
es before and who can offer unique in-
sight based on their own experiences in 
those classes?”

For the freshmen and sophomores 
that are looking into colleges and are 
thinking about their future, I also asked 
Mr.Potts how peer tutoring could help 
them, he said,” It’s a really great op-
portunity for our younger DHS students 
to get advice from upperclassmen. I’ve 
observed freshmen talking to seniors 
about different AP class options and 
asking for recommendations about 
what courses they should consider tak-
ing next year.”

Tutor Hui Zhu helping a student, photo 
provided by Mr.Potts

Ben Allen helping a student, photo pro-
vided by Mr.Potts

Students working together, photo pro-
vided by Mr Potts

One of the students that works as a 
tutor is senior Ben Allen. When asked 
how he enjoys being a tutor Allen re-
plied,” I help tutor at least twice a week 
and every time I do it feels very reward-
ing, knowing that I can help someone is 
a nice feeling”

For the students who get A’s and B’s, 
but want all A’s you can benefit from 
peer tutoring also.Students can only 
benefit from this activity .Tutoring isn’t 
just for the people who struggle, it’s for 
everyone. I would highly advise going to 
these sessions if you want to improve! 

Peer tutoring is one of the best ideas 
DHS has ever had! Since they meet ev-
eryday during flex in classroom N217, 
everyone should be able to to find a 
little bit of time in their schedule. The 
tutors are very kind and want to help! 
I’m sure that you will love this resource 
and will want get involved.
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

Chocolate Chip M&M Cookies
by Zach Donahue

If your looking for a good mid-day or 
midnight snack, these Chocolate Chip 
M&M cookies are a great treat! 

Ingredients:
•  1 1/2 cups of all purpose flour
•  1 teaspoon of baking soda
• 1/2 teaspoon of salt
•  1/2 cup of unsalted butter 

(room temperature) 
•  1/2 cup firmly packed light 

brown sugar
•  1 large egg
•  1 teaspoon of vanilla extract
•  1 1/4 cups of chocolate chips
•         1 cup of M&Ms  
Steps:

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Line 2 baking sheets 
with parchment or spray with non-

stick spray.
2.  In medium bowl, shift the flour, 

baking soda and salt together.
3.  In another large bowl, using an 

electric mixer at medium speed, 
beat together the butter and sug-
ars for about 2 minutes until its 
smooth

4.  Add the egg and vanilla and mix 
on low speed until mixed in.

5.  Gradually add the flour mixture 
and mix in until just incorporated. 
Do not keep mixing - do not over-
mix.

6.  Add chocolate chips and M&Ms 
and stir with wooden spoon. Again, 
no over-mixing, just until incorpo-
rated.

7.  Chill dough, if dough is warm.

8.  Using a small or large ice cream 
scoop or heaping tablespoon, drop 
the dough onto the prepared bak-
ing sheets. 6 to 8 per pan, depend-
ing on size you are making.

9.  Bake the cookies 1 sheet at a 
time until the bottoms and edges 
are lightly browned and the tops 
feel firm when lightly touched.

10.  Small cookies bake 8-10 minutes.
11.  Large cookies bake 10-13 min-

utes.
12.  Let the cookies cool for 5 min-

utes on the baking sheets. Then, 
transfer the cookies to wire racks 
to cool completely.

13. Makes 15-30 cookies depending on 
size.

“A Different Feel to Marvel”
by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

Black Panther is the most recent 
installment to the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe and probably the most shock-
ing in all levels.

During the release week, the film 
made over 111.8 million dollars. It has 
also received an all time high rating 
of 97% for a Marvel Movie on Rotten 
Tomatoes and not to mention the fan 
base is starting to rise.

Surely, the Black Panther movie 
has become a total hit for Mar-
vel and culturally speaking, it is a 
cinematic achievement for African 
American culture.

T’Challa (Chadwick Boseman) also 
known as the Black Panther, and the 
rest of the cast with big names like 
Michael B. Jordan who plays the role 
of Eric Killmonger, the antagonist of 
the film, have brought a different feel 
to Marvel.

From films like Guardians of the 
Galaxy and Captain America: Civil War,  
comes a movie that is a total success 

in all levels.
However, Black Panther isn’t just a 

movie based on a black suited su-
perhero. It is also about the first solo, 
African superhero movie that adds the 
importance of the rich African culture 
and the important roles portrayed by  
women which makes this movie differ-
ent from the rest. 

After being asked what she thought 
about the Black Panther and womens’ 
key roles in the movie, Junior student 
Julie Garcia answered, “I think that 
the role of a new superhero is always 
a good one because it’s a new face 
for the audience until a next a next 
one. Him being African is even greater 
because many people will feel con-
nected to him and finally being seen. 
I also believe that the women in the 
movie showed confidence, strength, 
and commitment through protecting 
T’Challa and Wakanda, and also how 
smart and important women can be as 
seen with T’Challa’s sister, Shuri.” 

The Black Panther movie has surely 
been a game changer for future Mar-
vel films, as it sets the bar high.

After being asked what he felt about 
the new Black Panther movie, Junior 
student Osmar Mendez answered, “I 
think that the Black Panther is one of 
the strongest superheroes that they 
have character wise. I think that he 
can bring a lot to the Marvel cinematic 
universe and he will fit right in with 
other superheroes.”

As you can see, these students 
have voiced their thoughts about this 
stellar film and they’ve said that they 
would definitely go see it again. Black 
Panther was one of the most intriguing 
Marvel movies yet. I give this movie a 
nine out of ten. I loved the cultural as-
pect of it, which makes it a little more 
realistic than any other Marvel movie. 
I believe that this movie is one of the 
best yet and will definitely be one to go 
see and not miss out on.

A Link Between Mass Shootings 
and Masculinity
Is there a reason why recent shootings have 
been committed by men?

In the wake of the Parkland School 
Shooting, America is searching for the 
reason as to why these tragedies are 
occuring. Many individuals are focused 
on other issues, especially guns. Don’t 
get me wrong. It’s still an important 
topic for discussion. The problem I be-
lieve that is driving these young men to 
the edge is toxic masculinity.

Toxic masculinity is a term to de-
scribe the enforcement of traditional 
male norms to the point where a boy 
feels he is not able to have emotions 
and must prove that he’s not a beta 
male. This concept has a stranglehold 
on our society. If you look around the 
DHS hallway, you can easily find ex-
amples of male students trying to “out-
man” their fellow peers and impress 
their fellow classmates. Often times 
“out-masculating” each other can get 

out of control and violence, like a fist 
fight can break out. It’s not a usual 
scene between female students, but 
male.

With these mass-killings happened 
recently there’s two common denomi-
nators and those are that the perpe-
trator is a male and has a history with 
how he treats women. The Parkland 
shooter’s reasoning was because of a 
fight over his ex-girlfriend while the Las 
Vegas shooter had been seen verbally 
abusing his girlfriend. Additionally, the 
Pulse Nightclub shooter abused his 
wife and threatened to kill her.

Men are not allowed to feel sad or to 
cry. They are told to “man up”. Women 
have broken a great deal of the glass 
ceiling, yet boys are taught to behave 
as they were 100 years ago. Our soci-
ety has changed and our men need to 
adapt to it. If boys are told from an early 
age that they are allowed to be sad and 
allowed to cry and allowed to have feel-
ings, then there’s a good chance that 
not only these horrible outlier events 
never take place again, but crime 
across the board would decrease too.

Men do have a problem that needs 
to be addressed. We just need to be 
able to adress it.

by Kevin Fagan

Stoneman Douglas sign. Photo provided by Creative Commons 
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A Night of Honors 
NHS Enrollment 

by Inga Collin 

National Honor Society displays 
some of the finest students DHS has 
to offer. For multiple months, incom-
ing upperclassmen have been working 
on getting service hours and preparing 
their applications. Being a part of this 
club takes great pride and dedication. 
It also looks good on college applica-
tions! 

NHS is a very meaningful and im-
portant club to DeKalb High School. “It 
promotes positive school climate and 
provides opportunities to motivate all 
students to reach their greatest poten-
tial in school and in life. The members 
must exhibit the four pillars of Service, 
Character, Scholarship and Leader-
ship. NHS creates in its members an 
affinity for service, enabling students to 
make significant contributions to their 
schools and communities,” explained 
NHS advisor, Mr. Rouse. 

NHS is an amazing club to be a part 
of, but it is hard to get into. When asked 
about tips on how to be apart of NHS, 
treasurer Haley Brown said “Get in-
volved not only in clubs but around the 
community and getting A LOT of service 
hours”. 

Being apart of National Honors Soci-
ety is extremely rewarding, not just for 
the students, but even the teachers. 

“The most rewarding part of being the 
advisor of NHS for the past 15 years 
at DHS has been being able to watch 
what a highly motivated group of great 
young people can do when they come 
together for the common purpose of 
making their school, community and 
the world at large a better place,” said 
Rouse. 

The event consisted of many 
speeches and the National Honor 
Society pledge. The ceremony did an 
amazing job of explaining why there 
are the four pillars of NHS and why 
they are so important. 

Although it will be more difficult to 
get into and you have to meet certain 
requirements, being apart of NHS re-
flects the amazing set of young stu-

dents and the bright future that stems 
from DeKalb’s very own! 

          
New Members
Grace Mary Bauling, Lucio Ben-

nardo, Bethany Billips, Sadie Burton, 
Emma Carpenter, Kathryn Rose Cies, 
Kierstin Cole, Abigail Diehl, Dasjha 
Eguasa, Diellza Elmazi, Jadyn Ensign, 
Lindsy Franzene, Margaret Gannon, 
Davis Hammarberg, Jacob Hanson, 
Reagon Harold, Rocio Hernandez, Ca-
leb Hoffman, Maria Holloway Racine, 
Josephine C. Hoppenworth, Colton 
Kammes, Olivia Klonoski, Katherine 
Lavoie, Allison Lawler, Megan LeBlanc, 
Brayden Macdonald, Kayley Mahumed, 
Kyla McMaster, Avery Mertz, Reinaldo 
Moraga, Samuel Naftzger, Janet Nunez, 
Katherine Olsen, Will Olson, Yesenia 
Ortiz, Madelyn L. Overton, Charles M. 
Parker, Arti Patel, Louis Peckys, Lily 
Peterson, Dulce Yasmin Resendiz, Isa-
bella Rife, Madison Rinehart, Logan 
Roach, Lorena Robles, Guadalupe Ro-
driguez, Christina Ryzhov, Lydia Saban-
ish, Raina Sands, Emilie G. Schramer, 
Sarayna Sexton, Keegan Smith, Jarret 
Sykes, Kendall Sypien, Abigail G. Tay-
lor, Connor Tierney, Wesley Titus, Ja-
cob Trapp, Kendall Tucker, Kathleen 
Walstrom, Samaria Camacho and Holly 
Young 

Group Photo of all new NHS members. Picture provided by Hoa Vo. 

Ten Schools, Ten Years
Northern Illinois Big Twelve 

by Asher Lowrey

On February 28, 2018, DHS art 
teachers Chad Gregory, Katherine 
Bend, and Tricia Schumacher met to 
discuss nominations for the Northern 
Illinois Big 12 Art Conference. 

After ten years, DeKalb High school 
is once again hosting the annual 
NIB12. In this exclusive event, ten com-
peting schools select 12 phenomenal 
students to represent their art depart-
ments in four separate categories. 

Arriving early in the morning, the 
students began their day by setting up 
their artwork and receiving an all ex-
penses paid meal of donuts, muffins, 
and an assortment of fruits, accompa-
nied by a wide selection of beverages. 

Once the breakfast hour had 
passed, students were escorted to 
their previously selected workshops. In 

Crowd by Asher Lowrey

DHS Participants by Asher Lowrey

these workshops, the young creatives 
got to participate in hands-on activi-
ties including; light drawing with DHS’s 
very own Chad Gregory, collage with 
designer and illustrator Mo Komperda, 
Prismacolor drawing with NIU drawing 
teacher Cindy Hellyer Heinz, henna 
workshop with DeKalb graduate Kadi-
jah Sadia, needle felting with Sycamore 
graduate Samantha Butkus, and wheel 
throwing with founder of Great Lakes 
Clay, Tim Pfiffner. 

While students enjoyed time in the 
workshops judges were given two 
hours in the closed off exhibit. During 

this time, they analyzed and conversed 
over student works, awarding prizes to 
the most impactful and skillfully execut-
ed pieces. When the judging and work-
shops were finished, it was announced 
that DeKalb and Rochelle High Schools 
had tied for first place. Student partici-
pants were then given 10-15 minutes 
to view others works, collect prizes, and 
pack-up. 

Sadly, this wonderful event on March 
10th, was not open to the public how-
ever, winning pieces and all DHS sub-
missions are available for viewing on 
the Barbwire website!
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Lizzie Warner being interviewed. Photo 
by Bethany Billips.

Group hug! Photo by Bethany Billips.

Leaders of the event. Photo by Bethany Billips.

Police blocking off parking lot. Photo by Bethany Billips.

Katie Cies and Kristina Robinson. Photo 
by Taryn Harness-Kemp.

Students gathered outside. Photo by Asher Lowrey.
Lizzie Warner and Mr. Horne. Photo by Asher 
Lowrey.

We Have Voices, Too!

On March 14th, DHS had a school walk-out

by Grace Comer

On March 14th, 2018, students and 
staff at DHS participated in a national 
walk-out for the victims and survivors 
of the Parkland, Florida school shoot-
ing at Stoneman Douglas High school. 
The walk-out took place in front of 
DeKalb High School, with protesters 
walking through the front doors. This 
protest was organized in response to 
the events on February 14th, where 19 
year old Nicholas Cruz opened gun fire 
and killed 17 students.

Of course, this horrible shooting at 
Parkland caused a spark in the gun 
control conversation. Should sellers do 
more extensive background checks? 
Should individuals with a mental illness 
be prohibited from being able to own a 
gun? 

As these questions continue to rise, 
it is important to realize that lives were 
lost, and families were torn apart. 
Which begs the question, is this really 
a political matter?  

The reason why students and staff 
members walked out of school is to re-
member those who died in Parkland, 
and not to argue  gun control legisla-
tion. 

Senior Lizzy Warner, one of the coor-
dinators for the walkout, explained the 
purpose behind the protest.“The main 
goal of the walk-out is to be as efficient 
and politically neutral as possible. And 
on the 14th, we are to be honoring the 
17 who died in Florida.” 

When asked why she decided to co-
ordinate this event, Warner said “I have 

no idea how I ended up being the head 
of anything but I’m glad I did. The 14th 
is strictly about honoring those who 
died tragically at the Florida shooting 
and this is something that has not re-
ally been talked about at our school 
and our generation seems to be desen-
sitized to violence of any kind so this is 
extremely important to reintroduce our 
generation to the reality of death and 
the reality of the danger in the world 
right now.” 

Junior Abbi Frye explained that, “I 
personally think it’s a great way to 
prove that we’re serious about our 
safety. I feel as if adults don’t necessar-
ily take us seriously when we bring the 
issue to them. After seeing numerous 
teachers and students lose their lives 

to this, I think it’s time we start taking 
the issue seriously even if that means 
taking matters into our own.”

Junior Margo Gannon said, “It’s 
something that I have a strong opinion 
on and that I believe in. Deciding to be 
apart of the walkout was a small deci-
sion that was apart of a big cause and I 
hoped to be apart of the cause and the 
solution.”

In the world right now, there is a 
lot of hate and violence. Communi-
ties should be brought together, not 
torn apart. Mothers and fathers have 
lost their children. Is that not enough 
to make a change? The students have 
voice and should use them. The power 
is in our hands. What are we going to 
do with it next?

Flags. Photo by Bethany Billips. 


