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Come Contribute for Christopher
Fundraiser for Christopher Canaday
by Blake Borgardt

The Canaday family is hosting a fund 
raiser on Saturday, February 3 at Four 
Seasons Sports from 6pm-10pm. The 
family is trying to raise funds for a proce-
dure that Christopher will be undergoing.

Tickets are $15 which will pay for 
two games of bowling, shoe rental, and 
appetizers. 100% of the cost of the 
ticket goes towards the Canaday fam-
ily. There will also be a silent auction, a 
raffle for some smaller items, an hourly 
50/50 raffle, and a make a wish “Pen-
ny Drop.” If you plan on attending, you 
are encouraged to bring your friends 
and family. 

Jen Montavon, a close friend of the 

The Canaday brothers. Photo provided by Trevor Yaegar.

family and PE teacher 
at Clinton Rosette, is 
helping to organize the 
event. “I had Christo-
pher’s oldest brother, 
Brandon, for PE at 
CRMS in the 2008-
09 school year.  This 
is when I first met the 
family. I became more 
involved with the fam-
ily when I helped CRMS 
organize and worked a 
pancake breakfast in 
2011 to raise money 
for the family to help 

them pay for Christopher’s medical ex-
penses. Christopher was still at Brook’s 
Elementary School at this time.  I have 
become close friends with the family 
since then.  I also had both Chad and 
Christopher in my PE classes and have 
been working with Amy (mother) since 
she joined our CRMS staff.” 

When asked what some of the goals 
for the fund raiser were, Montavon said, 
“The main goal of The Bowling for Heart 
Beats event is to alleviate some of the 
financial stress that the Canaday’s ex-
perience.  With medicals bills from both 
Christopher and Amy building up and 
the loss of Christopher’s father, Mark, 

this past summer, the family is going 
through more than anyone should have 
to.  Despite the trials they face, Amy, 
Brandon, Chad, Christopher and close 
friend Ali, who they consider family, are 
the most amazing people you would 
meet. They continue to go out of their 
way to help out people in need, always 
have a smile and kind words. They have 
the biggest hearts you’ll ever find and 
are always making the best out of life.  
They are a true inspiration.”

The venue for the fund raiser is at a 
bowling alley because Christoper is a 
member of the bowling team. “Christo-
pher is a member of the bowling team, 
although he is not able to bowl cur-
rently.  Marsha Royalty at Four Seasons 
Sports was more than willing to host 
this event and has been a huge help 
in planning the night.  She has hosted 
many other events and gave us a lot of 
insight as to how to run a successful 
event.  We also thought it would be a 
good way to get a lot of people out to 
have fun and support the Canaday’s” 
said Montavon. 

Anyone who is interested in the 
event should check out “Bowling for 
Heart Beats - Canaday Fundaiser” on 
Facebook. The team Canaday email 
address is “friendsofcanadays@
gmail.com”. 

90th Annual Chuck Dayton Holiday Classic 2017
16 Teams Battle It out at the Dayton Classic
by Zach Donahue

December 27th marked the 90th 
Chuck Dayton Classic. This tournament 
consist of 16 high school teams playing 
for the 1st place spot. 

The tournament is triple elimination. 
The Barbs  won the first game against 
Huntley with a score of 59 to 50 the win 

Marcus Bobo flying in for a layup during pre-game. 
Photo by Zach Donahue.

Matthew Montavon during warm-ups. 
Photo by Zach Donahue.

Marcus Bobo taking a free throw during Chuck Dayton Classic. Photo by Zach 
Donahue.

allowed them to move on to the second 
round where they ran into Mundelein 
High School. The Barbs lost 39 to 46. 
The Barbs looked to regain their focus 
after they lost against South Elgin High 
School, were they fell just short, los-
ing 59 to 65. The Barbs played in the 

7th place game against Ridge-
wood High School where the 
Barbs won 45 to 35. 

Naperville Central High 
School and Lemont High 
School competed in the cham-
pionship at the Chuck Dayton 
tournament. Naperville Cen-
tral came away victorious.

Senior Marcus Bobo had a 
big impact on the team’s suc-
cess, leading the team averag-
ing 13 points and 8 rebounds 
the entire tournament. Bobo 
was named to the Chuck Day-
ton All -Tournament Team. 

When asked about the ex-
pectations for the team in the 
tournament Bobo said, “Our 
expectations were to win the 
tournament. But take it game 
by game. For myself I just tried 

to put myself in the best position for my 
team to succeed.” He also said, “Going 
forward, I think we will continue to get 
better. We had some close games in 
the tournament , and we can definitely 
build off that.”

Junior Jordan Williams talked about 
being in his first Chuck Dayton Classic 
on varsity. “Going into the tournament 
I was excited for the new experience. 
I felt that if we didn’t win the entire 
thing we would make a far run.”  Wil-
liams also talked about how his coach 
prepared the team for the tournament 
“The biggest thing coach hit on at the 

beginning of the tournament was de-
veloping an identity for our team, and 
that’s exactly what we did in our first 
game versus Huntley. We also devel-
oped a strong defensive and hard work-
ing identity.” 

After the tournament the Barbs won 
2 of the last 3. The team remains 4 and 
0 in the conference. 
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

The Don Flavin Invitational
A team to be reckoned with
by Caitlin Callahan

The Don Flavin Invitational was 
hosted December 29th to the 30th 
at DeKalb High School. The Flavin is 
a 2 day tournament with many high 
ranking teams that compete against 
each other.

The Barbs stayed strong throughout 
the tournament. Sophomore Fabian 
Lopez, placed 2nd at state last year, 
and went 6-0 for one of the days. He 
won by forfeit, and also four pins. The 
Barbs wrestling team appears to be 
one of the strongest in recent years. 
When asked what his thoughts on the 
team were Lopez said, ”honestly we all 
get along well, all of our kids are coach-
able. For the most part we all do what 
we are told, and for our requests for 

Field house right before the matches. Piicture from Dekalb’s Wrestling Twitter.

them, they respect it and try to work off 
of it. There’s never a dull moment be-
tween all of us, and we as a team work 
very well together.” 

With the Don Flavin Invitational being 
the best dual tournament in the state, 
the Barbs had a great performance be-
ing up against 32 of the best teams.

DeKalb and Lincoln Way East were 
session two winners. Going into the 
second day the team was very excited 
since last year they were 0-3. Even 
though DeKalb sadly lost to Lincoln 
Way-West, a fourth-ranked team in the 
class 3A ,they did not give up the fight.

The Barbs showed that they are a 
force to be reckoned with. Lopez added, 
”As a collective group I think our team 

The teams sitting and watching the matches,picture from Dekalb’s Wrestling Twiiter.

wrestled well. I think that sometimes 
we don’t give ourselves enough credit. 
We are a good team. We can compete 
with these guys.”

Wrestling to most of the players is 
more than just a sport to them. Junior 
Blah Dahnweih said,” I have been 
wrestling since 8th grade so three 
and a half years and wrestling is more 
than just a sport to me. It helps me 
stay focused during school, and I just 
enjoy wrestling.” 

Barbs Wrestling is a great group of 
guys who have shown their strength 
over and over again. This team defi-
nitely deserves the credit they get. DHS 
is excited to see what the team has in 
store throughout the rest of the season.

A step in the right direction 
2018 golden globes 
by Inga Collin 

On January 
7th the Golden 
Globes had its 
75th award 
ceremony. All 
night the cer-
emony showed 
spot light on 
equality for 
all, including 
gender rights, 

racial rights and the LGBQ community. 
The ceremony started off on the red 

carpet where majority of theh nominees 
and other celebrities attending wore all 
black. This drew questioning as viewers 
could obviously tell that they were trying 
to make a statement. Lots of different 
assumptions on the black attire were 
made, but one of the bigger ones made 
was because of the lack of nonalign-
ment the African American community 
was receiving in the film industry and at 
the award ceremonies. 

Although when asked why they wore 
black, celebrities were responding 
about the solidarity for the mission of 
anti sexual harassment group, Time’s 
Up, and women’s rights in general. For 
the past couple of months women in 
film have been speaking up about sex-
ual assault and using the #MeToo to 
publicize their experience with sexual 
harassment and how common it is.

At the Golden Globes celebrities 
were also seen escorting Time’s Up 
activists to the award show. Time’s Up 
is an initiative that aims to help to help 
fight sexual violence and harass-
ment in the workplace by providing 
funding for victims to get legal help if 
they can’t afford it. This organization 
really took notice after women were 
coming out about the Harvey Wein-
stein allegations. 

Towards the end of the night Oprah 

Winfrey accepted her Cecil  B. DeMille 
Award. This award is given to some-
one for outstanding contributions to 
the world of entertainment, which in 
my opinion she obviously deserves. 

Oprah’s accepting speech was the 
main talking point of the evening. 
She talked about how women and 
African Americans in film in film 
effected her childhood and career 
paths. Oprah mentioned how she 
hopes one day to aspire young girls 
too, but she already has.  

The 75th Golden Globes were a 
factor for a turning point in all forms 
of equality. Issues like women’s rights 
tend to get some what noticed but 
not solved. Now I am confident that 
things are getting changing. Rights 
are being gained. Issues are in the 
process of being solved. Things are 
getting better. We have active organi-
zations for gender, racial and LGBQ 
rights. There is more of an awareness 
for sexual harassment and assault 
and how to prevent it. It’s easy to 
believe that the world is falling apart, 
especially with the way 2017 went. But 
who knows? Maybe Oprah will be our 
next president. “A new day is on the 
horizon,”(Oprah Winfrey). 

Oprah Winfrey. Photo provided by Cre-
ative Comons. 
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Find your inner kid at Alphabity 

by Arianna Rodriguez 

 If you love working with kids and  
you want to pursue a career in teach-
ing, then you should look into the child 
care occupation class at DHS. 

Alphabity may be the tiniest class 
at DeKalb High School, but it makes 
the biggest impact on the children. 
This class is unlike any other here at 
DHS because you are not only inter-
acting with the kids you are growing 
with them as well. Alphabity is a very 
interactive class with the children and 
the learning process is amazing.  

In Alphabity you get to have circle 
time, sing songs, do math activities 
and reading are done in your time in 
the class period. During circle time 
you practice learning the dates also 
you go over the months. 

When asked Mrs. Holtz the teacher 
of the child care occupation. “What 
students would best be interested in  
joining alphabity?” Holtz said “You 
would have taken the child develop-
ment class to get into alphabity. Stu-
dents  that take this class are in to 
child care occupation so it’s based 

The Alphabity Program 

Students interacting with the kids. Photo by Arianna Rodriguez

Student instructing children. Photo by Arianna Rodriguez

more focuses on career aspect of 
working a preschool or day care.” Be-
ing apart of alphabity can even help 
you if want to be in the medical field.  

When asked, what’s the best part 

about Alphabity. Sophomore Taylor 
Winsler responded with “The best part 
of being in Alphabitys is that you get 
to teach them and watch them grow.” 
Also, when asked “How does being a 
part of Alphabitys helps prepare you 
be a teacher when you are older?” 
Winsler replied with “I would like to be 
a teacher and a parent as well so ev-
erything in Alphabity will well prepare 
you for that.”

 Alphabity is such a wonderful pro-
gram, for both the kids and the stu-
dents. If you are looking for more in-
teractions with the kids, come take a 
look the child occupation class. 

Alphabity is a place where you can  
connect with the kids. If you love kids 
and want a future in a  teaching edu-
cation then go try Alphabitys, you are 
sure to leave a smile on your face  the 
joy of laughter in your heart!                 

This year is the very first, First Na-
tional Bank Challenge. The past few 
years DeKalb has controlled the win 
margin. This year they are looking to do 
the same. 

When asked about the focus going 
into the game, Senior Marcus Bobo 
said “I feel good coming into the game. 
We’ve been playing some good ball as of 
late, and we want to continue that going 
into the First National Bank Challenge.” 

 Bobo also stated “We need to focus 
on communication on both ends on the 
floor and just executing and playing an 
entire game.” When asked about play-
ing in his last game in the Convo center 
against Sycamore Bobo said “My last 
game against Sycamore in front of ev-
eryone I just want to give it my all and 
have fun. Live in the moment.

First National Bank Challenge
Boys 5-Peat at Convo Center

by Zach Donahue

Marcus Bobo Finished the game with 
4 points and 6 rebounds after leaving 
the game early due to injury.

Senior Mikey Vilet said “Seeing all 
the love and support for all parts of the 
DeKalb athletics including the band, 
and Poms team.” When asked about 
the best part about playing in his last 
First National Bank Challenge.

When asked about the focus going 
into the game, Vilet also stated “ The 
main thing we focused on was just to 
do what we do and we knew if we did 
that then we’d leave the game with 
a 5-Peat.” Vilet said “It felt amazing 
knowing that the class of 2018 never 
had to experience a loss in the First Na-
tional Bank Challenge.”

Vilet finished The game with 9 points, 
8 rebounds, 5 assists, and 3 steals. Vi-

let played an all around great game. In 
his final First National Challenge game 
he went out with a bang. 

The Barbs beat sycamore 54 to 41. 
Matthew Montavon finished with 16 
points and 3 rebounds, Mikey Albert fin-
ished with 14 points, 2 steals, and 4 re-
bounds. It was an all around team effort 
for the Barbs to pull of this victory. The 
Barbs are now 7 and 0 in conference.

Girls basketball played a hard fought 
match, where they lost to the Spa-
ratans 35-48. “I had a great time going 
out there and competing. Even though 
it wasn’t the outcome we wanted, I’m 
still proud to be a part of this team, and 
compete just as hard for the rest of the 
year” said Junior Maddi Overton. The 
Girls team will look to bounce back next 
week against LaSalle-Peru High.
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Cookie-Brownie Frankendessert
by The Barbwire Editors

If you are indecisive, and deciding 
what to bake is a hard choice. This rec-
ipe solves that problem! Why have just a 
cookie or just a brownie when you could 
have both! Warm up your house in these 
cold months with this super easy recipe.

Ingredients:
Brownie Layer
• 1 box of brownie mix
or
• 1/2 cup butter, melted
• 1 1/2 cups white sugar
• 1 1./2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• 2 eggs
• 3/4 cup all-purpose flour
• 1/2 cup unsweetened cocoa pow-

der
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 1/2 cup chocolate chips
Cookie Dough Layer
• 1/2 cup buter, softened
• 1/4 cup sugar
• 1/3 cup brown sugar

• 2 tablespoons milk
• 3/4 cup flour
• 1/2 cup mini chocolate chips
Topping
• 1 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
• 2/3 cup heavy cream
• 1 tablespoon butter
Directions:
1. Prepare brownies according to 

box directions
or
Brownie
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Lightly grease a 9x9 pan.
2. In a large bowl, combine the but-

ter, sugar, and vanilla. Beat in the 
eggs.

3. Combine flour, cocoa powder, and 
salt. Add a little at a time to the 
egg mixture just until combined. 
Fold in chocolate chips and pour 
into prepared pan.

4. Bake about 22-26 minutes or just 

until done (do not overbake). Re-
move and cool.

Cookie Dough Layer
1. Cream butter, white sugar, and 

brown sugar with mixer on medi-
um-high. Add in milk. Add in flour 
a bit at a time until fully incorpo-
rated. Stir in chocolate chips with 
a spoon. Spread mixture over 
cooled brownies.

Topping
1. Bring heavy cream and butter just 

to a boil. Pour chocolate chips and 
let sit 4 minutes without stirring. 
Stir until completely combined.

2. Pour over the cookie dough layer. 
Let cool at room temperature for 
30 minutes (this keeps the top-
ping shiny). Refrigerate to set.

3. Enjoy!
This treat is perfect to make for a 
cold day or to share with friends! 
Have fun baking!

The Bean Trees
by Tiffany Walker

In the book The Bean Trees by Bar-
bara Kingsolver, there are two points 
of view. The first story is about a girl 
named Marietta, but she changes her 
name to Taylor when she leaves her 
home town in Kentucky where she 
worked as a nurse in a hospital for five 
and a half years after high school. 

The rest of her story is her journey 
from Kentucky to Oklahoma to Arizona, 
and back again. When Taylor reaches 
Oklahoma, the only restaurant around 
is a bar, so she stops to get something 
to eat and drink. When she begins to 
leave, a lady follows Taylor to her car 
and hands a three year old child to 
her and leaves in a truck with her hus-
band. Taylor automatically names the 
little girl Turtle, after finding out the 
child’s gender.

  When Taylors back tires blow out 
when they arrive in Tucson, Arizona, 

they arrive at a car repair shop named 
Jesus is Lord Used Tires where they 
meet the owner named Mattie.

Later on, Taylor goes to a hotel to 
stay, where she works at in order to pay 
for her room. Later on she finds a job 
at The Burger Derby. After 6 days Taylor 
quits her job. 

Eventually she and Turtle ( the three 
year old girl that was given to Taylor) 
find an ad for a lady who is looking for 
someone to stay with. Taylor decides 
it is a good idea and will help her out 
for a while. 

When she and Turtle arrive at the la-
dies house she meets a lady and her 
son  whose names are Louann and 
Duane Rae. Louanns perspective  how-
ever takes place in Arizona where she 
lives and is going through a divorce.  

Louann decides to let Taylor and Tur-
tle rent out part of her house. After they 

move in to Louann’s house, Taylor gets 
a permanent job at the car shop, where 
Mattie is keeping two aliens from Gua-
temala named Esperanza and Estevan. 

Eventually Taylor takes Turtle to 
a doctor they find out that she was 
abused and her growth was stunted. 

At the end of the story Taylor leaves 
Arizona and heads back to Oklahoma 
to find Turtles relatives, in hope that 
they will give head rights of Turtle to 
Taylor, after she was told that she was 
illegally taking care of Turtle. Since 
she had no information about her, but 
if she didn’t adopt her she would be 
turned into the state. 

In conclusion this book leads 
the reader into a suspenseful mys-
tery about what will happen to the 
main characters of Taylor and Turtle 
throughout their journey to become a 
happy family. 

D428 Power Down
The entire district participates over in an energy saving power down

by Kai Weiler

On Thursday, January 4th and Friday 
January 5th, District 428 was powered 
down. For two days, all schools in the 
district were unplugging and turning 
off light and machines that weren’t 
being used. 

According to Facilities Operations 
Supervisor Tammy Carson, the school 
has participated in energy saving 
programs for 3-4 years. When asked if 
the main purpose of the power down is 
money, she also stated, “The District is 
always looking for ways to save energy 
which results in the district saving 
money on energy costs. By participat-
ing in these energy saving opportu-

nities, it not only saves the District 
money on energy consumption costs, 
it also results in an incentive payment 
to the District for participating.  The 
added bonus is it increases the aware-
ness of how easy it is to save energy/
money by simple ways to reduce our 
energy use.”

When asked how much money the 
district saves from doing the power 
down, Principal of DeKalb High School, 
James Horne stated, “During the last 
couple of years, we have saved ap-
proximately $16,000 per year.”

Many thought that the power down 
had also made the school colder, 

however according to Horne, “the heat 
was not turned down nor was it turned 
off during this time.” The district will 
continue to participate in energy sav-
ing programs in the coming years.

Picture of the power down. Photo by 
Kai Weiler

Picture of the power down. Photo by Kai Weiler. 
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The Last Jedi Movie Review
Is the Last Jedi the best Star Wars movie yet?
by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

Star Wars: The Last Jedi Episode VIII is 
surely one of the best movies in the Star 
Wars Saga.  

Just the name of the movie sets the 
viewer up for another amazing Star Wars 
thriller to watch. The thought of the Jedi 
coming to an end is surely something a lot 
of people will be interested in seeing. 

Star Wars: The Last Jedi is the eighth 
movie of this stunning space saga that has 
captivated one of the biggest fan bases all 
over the world. 

The Last Jedi was released on Decem-
ber 15, 2017 as the second movie of the 
new trilogy that Disney will be releasing 
since their acquisition of Lucas film in Oc-
tober of 2012. 

Movie poster. Photo provided by Creative Com-
mons. 

Rotten Tomatoes gave it a 
90% on its Tomatometer. So far it 
has racked up about $52.8 mil-
lion dollars, making it the 19th 
highest box office hit of all time. 

The plot of the eighth movie 
focuses on Rey’s(Daisy Rid-
ley) training and what she goes 
through to become a leader of 
the Resistance. As she tries to 
help in the fight against the First 
Order, she is trapped in her feel-
ings towards Kylo Ren(Adam 
Driver) and what she believes 
about the Jedi. Seeking help, 
she goes to the remote planet 
of Ahch-To to get her training de-
nied by Luke Skywalker. 

Luke makes it clear that it is 
the time for the Jedi to end. He 
wants peace throughout the gal-
axy even though the First Order 
is at war against the Resistance 
and stronger than ever with their 
raging leader, Kylo Ren. Another 
important character in this mov-
ie would be Finn (John Boyega). 
As seen in Star Wars The Force 
Awakens,  trooper FN-2187 be-
came one of the most important 
characters in the new set of the 
franchises movies.

In The Force Awakens, Finn became 
one of the most important characters 
for the franchises’ future and in The 
Last Jedi, Finn grows into leadership 
with the Resistance. 

Finn and Rose (Kelly Marie Tran), a 
maintenance worker for the Resistance 
in the beginning of the movie, becomes 
Finn’s partner in adventure as Rey 
deals with Kylo Ren and the First Order.

Junior Osmar Mendez gave his 
thoughts on the thrilling new Star Wars 
movie. He said “I think the movie was 
pretty good. The action scenes and the 
storyline was good”.  

When asked what he thought of the 

difference in roles with Luke Skywalk-
er and Rey, Mendez answered,  “Luke 
Skywalker was once the student and 
now he is the teacher teaching Rey the 
way of the force, I think that Rey will 
grow into the Jedi Role and help the re-
sistence like Luke Skywaler did once.”

Another important character for the 
franchise’s future would be Poe Dam-
eron (Oscar Isaac). As Rey and Finn 
fight against the First Order, Poe be-
comes sort of a leader in the movie. It 
wouldn’t be surprising to see him be 
the leader of the Resistance in future 
films, after Carrie Fisher’s death in De-
cember of 2016. 

Overall, the movie was really good. I 
give The Last Jedi a 9/10. The plot in 
this new movie was different than the 
ones before, It gave a different feel to 
the story which brought excitement. 

The Last Jedi certainly came out with 
a different spin on Star Wars movies. 
Some of the things that I liked from 
the Last Jedi was the inclusion of new 
characters to keep a future for the fran-
chise, also leaving some mystery here 
and there to keep people intrigued for 
episode nine.

The inclusion of Star Wars iconic 
characters like Luke Skywalker and 
Princess Leia Organa and the “New 
Blood” of the franchise with characters 
like Poe Dameron, Rey and Finn and 
the dark side leader, Kylo Ren.

One thing that I’m also excited about 
is the way that Disney is handling the 
Star Wars movie releases, with a movie 
coming out usually every year around 
Christmas time.

The next Star Wars movie release 
will be another “Star Wars Story” just 
like Rogue One in 2016. The next re-
lease will be a film based on the origins 
of Han Solo and Chewbacca which is 
set to be released on May 25, 2018.

Upward Bound Arrives at DHS
A majorly beneficial program has come to our school!

In early November, Upward Bound,  
a program that offers many programs 
such as tutoring, college visits, and fi-
nancial aid, launched at DeKalb High 
School. 

The program is supported by a 
5-year, 50 million dollar grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education.  TRiO 

by Kevin Fagan

TRiO Upward Bound. Photo by Creative Commons

Oprah Winfrey was a member of Upward Bound photo provided by Creative Commons

Upward Bound is a fed-
erally funded program 
that helps students that 
plan on going to college.

To be eligible for the 
program, studentsmust 
be 13-19 years old, be a 
first-generation college 
student, show that you 
require academic help 
to succeed, or meet the 
requirement for low-in-
come benefits. Also re-
quired by applicants is 
to be a student at DHS 
and to be committed to 
the goal of success in 
higher education. 

The Upward Bound 

program costs only your effort as it is 
completely free. There is also a 6-week 
summer component for those students 
that are still in high school located on 
Kishwaukee College’s campus.

If you are a graduating senior, then 
you can look forward to UB’s summer 
bridge program to help students adjust 

to a new educational 
enviroment. The pro-
gram also benefits 
those that remain 
dedicated to UB 
through graduation 
from high school.

The Upward 
Bound program also 
sets up preparation 
for standaized tests 
like the ACT, PSAT, 
and SAT.

Notable alumni 
of UB include Oprah 
Winfrey, Dana Bra-

zile, Patrick Ewing, and Viola Davis.
This majorly beneficial program to 

students is available to 60 students 
but just about anyone can apply. If you 
are interested in applying then you 
can pick up an application from the 
student services office and return it 
or email Upward Bound trioub@kish.
edu.
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Trump’s First Year

In January of 2017, Donald Trump 
was sworn in as the 45th president of 
the U.S..

His victory brought with it a pleth-
ora of reactions. January 21st, 2018 
marked one year that Donald J. Trump 
has been president. Tax cuts, a su-
preme court judge nominated, and the 
withdrawing from  the climate panel 
have been major events in 2017.  It 
seems like a great time to see what 
else the 45th president has done in 
his first year.

The first aspect to analyze is the re-
lations between the United States and 
other countries. The U.S. and China got 
off to a rocky start in the beginning of 
Trump’s presidency. China lodged a 
formal complaint when the president-
elect accepted a congratulatory call 
from the leader of Taiwan, which China 
sees as a province and not an inde-
pendent nation. In April, Trump met 
with President Xi Jinping, but no break-
throughs were made.

On January 2nd, 2018 on the social 

Let’s take a look at this controversial election
by Grace Comer

President Donald Trump. Photo provided by Creative Com-
mons..

Donald Trump’s tweet. Photo via twitter.

media platform Twit-
ter, Trump composed 
a tweet in which he 
claimed he had a 
“nuclear button” that 
is “bigger and more 
powerful” than Kim 
Jong Un’s. The presi-
dent’s tweet showed 
some alarm which 
prompted some Twit-
ter users to report 
the tweet to Twitter 
and the CEO, Jack 
Dorsey. Trump was 
responding to claims 
Kim Jong Un made 
on New Year’s Day, 
in which he said “The 
entire United States 
is within range of our 

nuclear weapons, and a 
nuclear button is always 
on my desk. This is reality, 
not a threat.” 

On another note, 
Trump tweets that home 
sales hit the best num-
bers in 10 years. The U.S. 
president also tweeted, 
“People are proud to 
be saying Merry Christ-
mas again. I am proud 
to have led the charge 
against the assault of our 
cherished and beautiful 
phrase. MERRY CHRIST-
MAS!!!!!” 

Millions of Americans 
are homeless and he is do-
ing nothing about it. Also, 
he needs to think about 
other religions who don’t 
celebrate Christmas and 
respect them as well.

When asked her 
thoughts on Trump’s first 

year, government teacher Christine 
Vest said,  “The Trump  administration is 
dramatically different from the Obama 
administration. The current president 
is not fond of diplomacy and seems to 
enjoy shocking pundits and the mass-
es alike with his Twitter account and 
hard-line stance on foreign policy. The 
stark contrast between Barack Obama 
and Donald Trump’s first years in office 
combined with Trump’s business back-
ground and lack of political experience 
have made the past year interesting 
from a political science point of view.”

Trump has had a very interesting 
first year. Whether you see it as good 
or bad, there is more to learn about 
modern politics. It is important to keep 
updated with Trump’s actions because 
you never really know what he might 
do next.

Having Trouble with Course Selection?
What courses are a good idea to take?
by Sophya Perron

Sometimes, students have trouble 
choosing what classes to take. If you 
need assistance, some good people to 
talk to are your counselors.

When it comes time for course se-
lection, you might wonder what classes 
you can take to help you in life. Parent-
ing and foods are life preparation class-
es to take. Even if you don’t think you 
will want kids, it is still good to know 
how to deal with them in positive ways.

Foods is a good class to take be-
cause it’s a life skill that almost every-
body needs. It will teach you the basics 
of cooking. If you want to clear up your 
schedule to be able to take more class-
es, summer school is a good option. 

Sophomore Lydia Myers said, “As a 
freshman some good classes to take 
would be some type of language, and 
get geography classes out of the way 
so when you get to be a junior and se-

Books photo provided by Creative Commons

nior you can take classes you are in-
terested in. And make sure you take 
some classes you are interested in. As 
a sophomore try to get most of your re-
quirement classes out of the way.”

Another good suggestion if you de-
cide to take summer school is to take 
government. Many juniors and seniors 

in the past have said that it is one of 
the classes to take. 

Senior Allie Pontarelli says, “You just 
have to take into consideration what 
you want your future years to look like 
and plan ahead of time which classes 
you are going to take which year.”

If you want to relax during P.E., 
there is a mediation class. Some-
times you walk the track outside if it 
is a nice day. If you want to have some 
fun, some glasses that you could take 
would be cross-training, weight lifting, 
and conditioning. 

If you still need help finding the right 
courses to take, look on your Skyward 
to find out who is your school counselor. 
Counselor Mrs. Cebulski says, “I think 
the most important thing for students 
to do is prepare themselves by learn-
ing about our courses and pre-requi-
sites, especially as they relate to future 
plans. Teachers are great resources to 
explain the merits of different courses 
within their departments, such as what 
is the difference between cross training 
and conditioning or between chemistry 
and honors chemistry. Although course 
offering books are no longer printed, 
students can look it over online by visit-
ing https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k
6OVjAtyCF9yMVj92gp5R8BROLikotgi/
view.
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Finals Before Break
by Ana Hernandez

Finals, are over! As they become a 
distant memory, it’s not hard to wonder 
if it’s better to get them done before or 
after break. A lot of schools tend to do 
their finals before winter break. Schools 
in the Elgin area, Carpentensville area, 
Grant High School District, Sycamore, 
and many other suburbs.

Usually, students would have a two-
week break for holiday and to cram for 
finals. This would be why we end our 
first semester after December. That’s is 
still currently the case in other school 
districts such as St. Charles, DeKalb, 
and Northwest Suburban High School.

Starting finals before break will be 
beneficial for both teachers and stu-
dents. Teachers will be able to instruct 
more efficiently since they wouldn’t 
have to reteach material in January to 
prepare students for questions that 
may have become a little hazy over the 

break. This will also allow more time to 
work on material for SAT/ACT testing 
that happens during spring.

It will also be beneficial to students 
because instead of stressing over the 
final on what is supposed to be our 
“break”, we will be able to relax and 
enjoy the free time we have. It would 
also get rid of the interruption between 
learning and finals.

However, there is some downside 
to starting finals earlier. The teach-
ers would have more pressure to get 
all grading in before break so they too 
could enjoy a work-free break. Teach-
ers would also have to make sure that 
all material is taught before the break 
which could make work more stressful 
for the students. 

After careful consideration, District 
428 has decided that finals will start 
before winter break for the 2018-19 

school year. This would mean that our 
calendars would match up with other 
schools, letting families plan their vaca-
tion without having to pull out students 
before break or having students return-
ing after break to spend quality time 
together. 

Administration has considered that 
with all the benefits, and flaws, having 
our finals before winter break would be 
a good idea. Now all that’s left to do is 
see how it goes.

Student filling in answer bubbles. 
Photo provided by Creative Com-
mons.

OAC is the Place to Be   
Adventure at its finest
by Kate Seimetz 

The Outdoor Adventure 
Club has always been the 
club to explore the unknown 
and have fun along the way. 
OAC also offers incredible 
friendships and student lead-
ership skills.

“OAC is all about going out-
doors and forming relation-
ships, like human bonding. 
That’s not like me liking your 
Facebook photo and vise ver-
sa” said Mr. Petrov.

“I hope they make friend-
ships and meet people who 
have the same interest in the 
love of nature. When hiking 
at Starved  Rock, we would 
teach you how to build a fire 
and basic survival skills” said 

OAC on a hike but poses for the camera. Photo by Sydney Alger

OAC takes a trip to the Ice rink. Photo taken by Mr. Petrov 

Petrov. 
“OAC is about taking time to ap-

preciate not only the environment 
around us , but the abilities we have 
and teamwork we need to do what we 

do” said sophomore Sydney Alger. 
OAC is fun club to explore vague 

things within your self. Its also a 
great way to get out of the house and 
embrace nature. The club also plans 

trips to hike, rock-climb, canoes, 
camping out in the wilderness, indoor 
rock-climbing, exploring , learning 
survival and caving. 

”I have joined OAC because I 
thought it would be an interesting 
club and I wasn’t involved in many 
activities at the time and it seemed 
liked the best opinion for me to go” 
said junior Sam Naftzger.

 “ What makes OAC unique, is this 
general sense of everyone caring for 
one another and at meetings theres 
this great positive vibe and it seems 
that everyone is happy to be there”   
said Naftzger. 

OAC brings the comfort of friends 
together and shares a great bond with 
nature itself. Its atmosphere is very 
calming and very cozy to be a part of. 
Everyone is welcome to join, at anytime. 
You can come just for the adventure and 
become a full time member. These trips 
are extraordinary. 

OAC  meets on every Monday at  
3:00- 4:00 p.m in Mr. Petrov’s room 
E106. 
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