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With a new year often comes new 
resolutions. Whether that resolution 
has to do with health, work, or relation-
ships, many Barbs are ready to tackle 
new challenges.

Sophomore Timmy Brei said his 
news years resolution is that he wants 
to stop eating junk food.

Senior Sierra Cleveland said for her 
new years resolution, she wants to 
be more rebellious. She want to do 
things her own way. 

New Year Goals

New years resolution

by Tiana Tingling

DHS Principal James Horne is hop-
ing to enjoy the small things in life in 
the coming year.

Tyler Bantz, one of the Physical 
Education teacher at DHS, said that 
his new years resolution is to make a 
new year’s resolution.

Security assistant Sharvelle Gunn 
would like to travel more in 2020.

Senior Emmett Brei said that he 
wants to stop eating cookies in the 
new year.

English teacher Marilyn Moltz said 
that she hopes to start running races 
again, even if she has to walk most of 
the time.

DHS assistant Julian McElroy said for 
his new years resolution he is going 
to, “keep surviving the crazy kids at 
DHS.”
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming active-
ly involved to improve their high 
school experience by providing 
up-to-date, well-researched, and 
well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

Winter Activities

The winter season isn’t a time for sadness

by Leah Sibley

During the winter season, lots of 
people stay inside and stay away 
from the cold, waiting for Christmas 
and New Years to pass so the warm 
seasons can ensue. This year though, 
there are many things that you and 
your family can do to enjoy the weath-
er and make the best of your holiday 
season.

One outdoor activity you can do is 
go to the sledding hill that opened on 
November 2nd. You can go with your 
friends and family and enjoy the fresh 
snow covering the ground. It is located 
in the back of Hopkins Park just before 
the baseball fields. The sledding hill is 
a free activity for anyone who wants to 
participate in it.

There are also many activities for 
people to participate in while outside. 
You can have snowball fights with 
friends, build snowmen with your 
family, make snow angels with your 
siblings, and a multitude of other acti-
vites. The sky is the limit when playing 
outside, but just make sure you bundle 
up. It is going to be cold over winter 
break!

When you’re tired of playing outside 
in the cold, you can go inside and get 
warm while watching a movie or TV 

show. 
If you are trying to avoid too much 

screen time, you could bake and deco-
rate cookies to keep spirits up, or you 
could just cuddle up with a cup of hot 
chocolate and a good book. 

While the winter gives you fun 
things to do outside, there are also 
many activities you can do inside, 
Whether you’re alone or with your fam-
ily, the possibilities are endless.

You can go to holiday parties that 
are hosted by family and enjoy time 
with people that you haven’t seen in a 
long time or go to one hosted by your 
friends and see the people that make 
your life more fun. 

You could also host a holiday party 
and make and decorate cookies with 
your friends. If you need ideas for 
some tasty winter treats, you could 
look at the recipes on pages 3 and 6 
for inspiration.

There are so many people and so 
many ways you can spend this win-
ter season, playing in the snow, gift 
shopping, decorating your home, and 
also counting down to the New Year 
are many ways that you can spend 
this season and many more to come! 
Happy Holidays everyone!



Review | p. 3

This holiday season, head to your 
kitchen to bake this delicious Christ-
mas treat that is sure to bring a smile 
to everyone’s face. This tasty cookie 
may seem a bit crazy, but the interest-
ing flavor combos will not disappoint. 
This recipe for Santa’s trash cookies 
was inspired by recipe on the Christ-
mas Kitchen website. 

Prep Time: 17 minutes
Cook Time: 8 Minutes
Serves 28 
Ingredients:

• 3/4 c. unsalted butter, at room 
temperature

• 1/2 c. sugar
• 1/2 c. brown sugar
• 1 large egg
• 2 tsp. vanilla
• 2 1/4 c. all-purpose flour
• 1 tsp. baking soda
• 1/4 tsp. kosher salt
• 1/3 c. crushed potato chips
• 1/3 c. crushed pretzels
• 1/3 c. semi-sweet chocolate 

chips
• 3 tbsp. red and greed sprinkles
Instructions
1. Preheat the oven to 350 de-

grees and line two cookie 
sheets with parchment paper.

2. Cream together the butter and 
sugars until light and fluffy, 
about 3 minutes.

3. Mix in the egg and vanilla.
4. In another bowl, whisk flour, 

baking soda, and salt. 
5. Add dry ingredients to wet ingre-

Santa’s Trash 
Cookies!
Baking is the best way to 
spread Christmas cheer!

by Abby Jamison

Yummy DHS 
holiday snack!!!

Ever wonder what is a 
good holiday snack to sit 
down and get festive?

by Alexa Schultz

We all like something to enjoy for the 
holidays. Whether that be food, decora-
tions, crafts, or just something special 
and yummy for your tummy. The follow-
ing is an easy recipe, but it is a yummy 
treat that you can enjoy anytime of the 
year. This treat is not time consuming, 
it is easy, cheap, and delicious!

This yummy treat is called the Pret-

zel M&M Hugs}. I was inspired by the 
internet after searching some yummy 
and easy snacks for the holidays. 

Ingredients:
1. Square Pretzels (not butter 

flavor!)
2. M&M’s
3. Hershey’s Hugs Chocolates

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 200 degrees.
2. Line a cookie sheet with parch-

ment paper.
3. Align pretzels on cookie sheet in 

a single layer 
4. Top each pretzel with one Her-

shey’s Hug chocolate.
5. Bake in preheated oven for 4 – 6 

minutes, until the chocolate is shiny 
and soft, not totally melted!

6. Remove from oven and carefully 
place one M&M in the center of each 
soft Hug (press down on the M&M to 
spread the chocolate.)

7. Place in freezer or refrigerator 
and allow to rest until chocolate has 
set, about 5 – 15 minutes (freezer will 

be fastest).
8. Lastly, store in an airtight con-

tainer to enjoy later or to bring a friend 
or family member!

The type of Hersheys kisses does 
not matter. You can change up the 
variety of kisses to put on the pretzel,  
depending what mood you are in or if 
you are making it for a specific holiday. 
You can put in peppermint if you are 
feeling the spirit, or even cookies n 
cream, or white chocolate kisses! You 
can also use rounder pretzels if you 
wish!!!! 

Now enjoy these simple and deli-
cious Pretzel M&M Hugs!

dients and mix until smooth.
6. Gently stir in chips, pretzels, 

chocolate chips, and sprinkles.
7. Bake until edges are golden.
8. Remove from oven and let cool 

for 2 to 3 minutes
9. Transfer the cookies to a cool-

ing rack.
Hopefully these cookies put you 

and your loved ones into the Christ-
mas spirit! They won’t take you long 
to make, but the joy you will get while 
baking and sharing them will last for 
the days to come.
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Wish List 

‘Tis the season  

by Jasmin Garcia & Becca Shank

The holidays are coming soon, 
and the season of giving and receiv-
ing is now here. Here is the Barb 
Wire wish list for 2019. 

Senior Abby Jamison said she wants 
“knit sweaters and books.”

Junior Emma Komes wants “a cam-
era and coffee.” 

Sophomore Sara Collins said she 
wants “sweaters and writing stuff” 
While sophomore Alexa Schultz said 
she wants “Takis & Starbucks cards 
or Hot Topic cards”

Junior Khadija Nagi said “cookies 
and a highfive” are on her wish list.

Senior Sierra Cleveland said “to move 
out of the US and give Khadija cook-
ies.”

Senior Tiana Tingling is in the mood 
for a new car.

Senior Arianna Rodriguez said 
“books and coffee,” while senior 
Sydney McNett is in the spirit of good 
smelling candles. 

Sophomore Leah Sibley would like 
“books and fluffy socks.”

Clare Corbin, a senior, said she wants 
“a car detail :)”

Senior Anthony Burgess is in the spirit 
of being warm “I want sweatshirts” 

Colleen Solomon, Humanities Teach-
er and Journalism advisor said, “I 
want to go to LA to go see the taping 
of a podcast & hopefully meet the 
cast of The West Wing.” 
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It’s A Baby Christ-
mas!

Hold my pacifier, I’m    
going sledding!
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Holiday Playlist

Classic songs to boost 
your holiday spirit!

by Clare Corbin

Whether or not you spend winter 
break decorating cookies or shopping 
for gifts, make sure you have a great 
playlist for all of your activities. Below 
are a few of my favorite songs to listen 
to during the holiday season.
• Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It 

Snow! - Dean Martin
• Santa Baby - Eartha Kitt
• Christmas - Darlene Love
• White Christmas - Dean Martin
• Rudolph The Rednose Reindeer - 

Burl Ives
• Sleigh Ride - Ella Fitzgerald

• Winter Wonderland - Tony Bennett
• Silver Bells - Michael Buble
• Rockin’ Around The Christmas Tree 

- Brenda Lee
• Holly Jolly Christmas - Michael 

Buble
• Jingle Bell Rock - Bobby Helms
• All I Want For Christmas Is You - 

Mariah Carey
• My Only Wish - Britney Spears
• Have Yourself A Merry Little Christ-

mas - Kelly Clarkson
• Santa Claus Is Coming To Town - 

The Jackson 5
• Here Comes Santa Claus - Adam 

Tyronne
• It’s The Most Wonderful Time Of 

The Year - Andy Williams 
• Feliz Navidad - Jose Feliciano
• Frosty The Snowman - Ella Fitzger-

ald 
• Baby It’s Cold Outside - Brett 

Eldredge

• Holly Jolly Christmas - Michael 
Buble

• Sants Claus is Coming To Town - 
Frabk Sinatra

• Carol Of The Bells - Mykola Dmytro-
vych Leontovych

• Welcome Christmas - Boris Karloff
• Blue Christmas - Elvis Presley

Some you might love, others you 
might despise, or maybe just aren’t 
you’re thing, regardless, I hope you 
enjoy and happy holidays to all!

Essential oils 
Christmas boxes
Cute and Easy!
by Sara Collins 

Little tiny Christmas boxes are  a 
cheap, easy, and fun craft to make. 
This craft can be for you or for others 
They can also become essential oil 
boxes. Essential oils cost about $9 
for six little bottles, and they can be 
purchased on Amazon. 

Materials:
• 6 in square paper for the 

bottom (plain, colorful, or pat-
terned)

• 4.5 in. square paper for the top
• scissors
• stickers (for optional decora-

tions)
• Essential oils (optional)
Steps:
1, put all the materials on the table 

or wherever you are. 
2, Get the paper that is four and a 

half. Put the white side up if your using 
colorful paper. 

3, Then fold it like a hotdog. After 
you do that fold it the other way to 
make a T. 

4, fold the sides towards the mid-
dle. All four sides should be folded. It 
should look like a little present with 
flaps.

5, Fold the sides towards the mid-
dle. Make sure there is a little triangle 
before the middle. Do that for all the 
sides of the box. 

6, The pull out the one of the sizes 
carefully. It should look like a Christ-
mas tree. Then fold the left side in 
where the white shows and do that 
for the other side. Then The fold the 
bigger piece in to make the wall of the 
box. The repeat that step until the lid 
of the box is complete. 

7, Get a 6 inch square piece of 
paper and flip it to the white side. The 
bottom of the box is like making the lid 
the only step that is different would be 
step five. 

8, fold the 6 inch paper like a hot 
dog then fold it like a T. 

9, fold the sides towards the middle. 

They should all be folded like a trian-
gle. 

10, This is the only step that chang-
es. When making the bottom of the 
box, make sure to put the flaps past 
the middle of the box. Do for all the 
sides.

11, Pull out one of the sides care-
fully. This one should also look like a 
Christmas tree. After fold the left side 
in where the white shows. Then repeat 
that to all the sizes. 

After your done with this step you 
can add anything else to it. If you want 
the Essential oil boxes. Just add the 
cotton ball in the middle of the box. 
Then add the oils.

 This is a fun, cute craft to do that is 
very easy and fun! 

by Asia Greer
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Winter Pets 

The adorable nature of holiday pets

by Anthony Burgess

It’s that time of year again along 
with the hot chocolate and christmas 
music we also have our beloved pets. 
Whether or not you dress your pets up 
we can appreciate how cute our pets 
look in their santa hats and elf cos-
tumes.

While my animals were not very 
amused with their holiday attire espe-
cially my cat, hopefully you all are able 
to get family pictures with your pets in 
their holiday attire. 
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Last Minute Gift 
Ideas Under $15

Did you forget a gift 
for a relative, significant 
other, or best friend? 
Have no fear, amazon 
has plenty of great gifts. 
Here are a few that won’t 
break the bank.

by Asia Greer

Ball-in-a-Maze Puzzle ($8.69)
This is a great gift for someone who 
needs something to relieve stress, 
to do when they are bored, or just to 
challenge yourself. The sleek wooden 
finish makes is even more interesting 
to use and look at.

Macrame Plant Hangers ($8.99)
These super cute, boho style plant 
hangers are a great gift for someone 
who loves room decor and plants.

Popware for Pets ($9.47)
The perfect gift for any pet-lover on 
the go, this collapsible water-bottle will 
definitely come in handy.
Trump Toilet Paper ($8.95)
Know anyone who just isn’t very fond 
of the president? This is the perfect 
gift and it’s a hilarious one too. Your 
loved ones and friends will be wiping 
their dairyer with humor and ease.

Gratitude Journal ($6.99)
Journaling is a new trend that every-
one should hop on. From bulleting 
to having an everyday planner, it is a 
great way to stay organized and prac-
tice good penmanship. The Gratitude 
Journal is the perfect gift for anyone 
that wants to start keeping a journal. 
It is also a great way to ring in the new 
year, by writing what you are thankful 
for.

Super Z Stainless Steel Pineapple 
Slicer ($7.99)
Do you ever want some fresh and juicy 
pineapple but refrain from buying 
because you don’t know how to cut it? 
We’ve got you covered. This awesome 
tool is an amazing gift for any pineap-
ple lover who struggles with cutting it.

Baiwka 3-in-1 Wireless Charger 
($10.99)
For all the people who hopped on the 
airpod and apple watch wave, this 
one’s for you. This tech-savvy tool is 
an awesome gift idea for anyone who 
loves gadgets and gizmos. It features 
a wireless charging pad that props up 
your iphone, a little dock for your apple 
watch and your airpods. It also has 
a bracket to prop up your phone for 
movies and TV shows!

DuoMuo Coaster Vinyl ($8.99)
This cute and quirky gift is a great one 
for people who like to host and love 
music.


