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The

Winter Sports Wrap Up
by Blake Borgardt and Zach Donahue

This winter season has been suc-
cessful for many teams here at DHS. 
Wrestling had four members place in 
the top three at sectionals, gymnas-
tics advanced to state, girls bowling 
advanced to sectionals, and boys bas-
ketball had yet another imrpessive sea-
son.

Boys Bowling
While boys bowling might have had a 

season that they wished to do better in, 
there were still some bright moments-
for the team. They won meets against 
Geneseo, Marengo, and Ottawa during 
their regular season. The team placed 
fourth at the Plainfield North Invite, and 
third place at the Glenbard East invite. 
Sadly, their season came to an end at 
regionals where they placed seventh.

Girls Bowling
Girls Bowling improved exponentially 

from its season last year. The team had 
six wins during the regular season and 
placed fourth at the Holiday Invite. They 
advanced to sectionals after placing 
fourth at regionals. However, their sea-
son came to an end when they placed 
seventh at sectionals. 

Boys Basketball
Boys Basketball had another impres-

sive season, going 16-12. The team 
went 11-2 in conference, and won their 
yearly matchup with Sycamore at the 
First National Bank Challenege, 51-41. 
The team will have sectionals on March 

Girls Basketball 
Girls basketball had another re-

building season under their new head 
coach, Mr. Bantz. They registered wins 
against LaSalle-Peru, Morris, Belvidere, 
Woodstock, and others. Their season 
came to an end at Conant High School 
in regionals, where they lost 39-51.

Wrestling
Wrestling had another very success-

ful season, placing first overall at the 
NIB 12 Conference Tournament. The 
team also sent four members to state. 
Blah Dahnweih, Fabian Lopez, Logan 
Roach, and Christian Komitas. Chris-
tian Komitas and Logan Roach didn’t 
place at state, but Blah Dahnweih and 
Fabian Lopez did. Dahnweih placed 
third, while Lopez placed first. Senior 
Cobe Schmerbach said “I was ready to 
be done, I loved my time in the program 
and everything it did for me, but I know 
that I have to move on and onto the 
next thing,” when asked about being a 
senior in the program.

Boys Swimming

Boys Swimming had a strong sea-
son , placing first in two of their meets, 
and second in another. They won five 
of their eight individual meets. The 
high point for the season was when the 
team placed first at the NIB 12 Confer-
ence meet. The team placed sixth at 
sectionals, where their season came to 
an end.

Gymnastics
Girls gymnastics had a phenomenal 

season. The team didn’t lose an individ-
ual match all season, and didn’t place 
lower than third in all of their meets. 
The highlight of the season was when 
the group placed first at the Upstate 
8 Conference Meet, and at Region-
als. Maddie Hickey placed first in vault 
and fourth in bars, and Lauren Leman  
placed fifth in bars at State.

Michael Newman attempts a free throw. 
Photo provided by Zach Donahue

Blah Dahmweih & Fabian Lopez at State.
Photo provided by Austin Johnson. 

Girls Bowling team poses at meet! Photo 
provived by Chloe Lucas. 

13, and will look to advance to region-
als after hopefully winning their two 
matchups.

 Senior Marcus Bobo said “It feels 
unreal and sad that I won’t get to play 
with my brothers anymore.” When 
asked about the season coming to an 
end, he also said “I think the team is 
preparing well for the post seasonso 
that we can make a deep run.”

What is Forensics?

Want a chance to express yourself?

by Sophya Perron 

Forensics is a place where you can 
go to express yourself. There all sorts 
of ways you can express yourself in 
this awesome club. There are 4 dif-
ferent ways to compete in the acting 
events and 3 different kinds of ways 
to compete in the literature portion.  
For the acting there is dramatic inter-
pretation, humorous interpretation, 
dramatic duet acting, and humorous 
duet acting. 

Forensics consists of 14 events. 
Members of the forensics team begin 
practicing with coaches Greg Solo-
mon, T.J. Fontana, Deanne Hornof, 
and Jimmy Zucker in September de-

spite competitions not beginning until 
Thanksgiving. The general competi-
tion seasons lasts from Thanksgiving 
until January.

February begins what is known 
as state series. State series is when 
DeKalb Forensics puts the pedal to 
the metal. 

This season, the team won its 17th 
consecutive regional title. The team 
also won sectionals for the first time in 
the past four years.

When asked what it takes to be 
a member of the state series team, 
senior Clay Ward said, “You have to 
be dedicated, focused on bettering 

your piece, and willing to have fun 
just in case your performance is your 
last one.”

State qualifiers included senior 
Summer McFalls in HI, senior Joy 
Kewih in poetry and dec, sophomores 
Abby Hanlon and Jacob Zenz in HDA, 
junior Will Olson in extemp, and senior 
Katie Sharp in oratory.

All competitors gave amazing per-
formances at state; however, Hanlon 
and Zenz walked away as state final-
ists in HDA.

The forensics team continues to 
find success year after year thanks 
to the dedication of the students and 
the coaches.

Team picture. Photo provided bu Mr. Fontana

Sectionals team. Photo provided by 
Mr. Fontana
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

Group after winning showcase. Photo provided by Olivia Klonoaski.

Mark Jesmer singing. Photo provided by 
Olivia Klonoaski.

Group of singers. Photo provided by Olivia Klonoaski.

What Will You Protect?

Florida High School Shooting

by Inga Collin 

On February 14th at DeKalb High 
School, Valentine’s Day cards were 
exchanged and Crush cans were 
passed out during 12th hour. On 
February 14th at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School, 17 students 
and faculty members were killed and 
countless survivors were injured due 
to a school shooting. Nikolas Cruz, a 
19-year-old former student, opened 
fired after the fire alarms were pulled. 
There is no reason stated why he 
committed this attack, but many suf-
fered due to its consequences. 

After a tragedy like this, the way ev-
eryone handles the situation is almost 
routine. News- casters do their big sto-
ries. The President will go and visit the 
town of the shooting, and everyone 
will make a point to send the victims 
thoughts are prayers. 

In the end, the school becomes a 
topic people only whisper about, and 
the gunman is diagnosed with some  
type of mental illness. Although this 
tends to be true, a better solution 
might not come from a mental hospi-
tal, rather than our own laws. 

Gun control laws are becoming more 
important and talked about more than 
ever before. The survivors of the recent 
Florida shooting are making their point 
to bring  awareness to the issue. 

The 19-year-old gunman used an 
AR-15 rifle and was found to have oth-
er guns in his possession. This young 
man was able to purchase large guns, 
even with his troubled background. 
Maybe if these weapons were off the 
market, there wouldn’t be close to 19 
other school related shootings. 

On the day of the shooting, Presi-
dent Donald Trump tweeted, “My 
prayers and condolences to the fami-
lies of the victims of the terrible Flori-
da shooting. No child, teacher or any-

one else should ever feel unsafe in an 
American school.” 

Yes, thinking of the victims is always 
nice, but it pushes away the question of 
how we are going to help the issue and 
change for the better. The U.S. needs to 
start considering its government laws 
and put aside our rights to own a gun, 
but to feel safe in our own school. 

“If all our government and president 
can do is send thoughts and prayers it’s 
time for the victims to be the change 
we need to see,” stated Emma Gonza-
lez. Emma is one of many survivors of 
the Florida shooting who have become 
activists for gun control laws. 

The change and course of action 
hasn’t been big enough, so now it has 
fallen on the kids. It’s our responsibility 
to stand up for our beliefs and state our 
opinions so this doesn’t happen again. 
The kids affected by the recent shoot-
ing aren’t taking a week off. They a re 
going to their capital, forming activist 
groups and trying to make a change.

Tragedies are happening around 
DeKalb, too. On the same day of the 
shooting, NIU was having its 10 year 
memorial of the shooting on campus. 
It’s happening in DeKalb. We have a 
voice and we will make it heard. “One 
thing us millennials are is relentless. 
Say what you will about us being self 
absorbed, but we are fighters,” said 
student survivor David Hogg. 

As a country we need to do what’s 
right and saves lives. What will you pro-
tect? Your kids? Or your guns?

As students, there are opportuni-
ties for us to make our voices heard. 
On March 14, DeKalb High School will 
participate in a national walk out from 
10:00 am to 10:17 am. There will be 
additional nationwide protests through-
out the year. Get involved and share 
your opinions!

Performing Their Way to Semi’s

by Caitlin Callahan

Enharmonic Fusion

DeKalb High School’s music de-
partment is by far one of the best in 
the midwest. Right now the spotlight 
is on the music group Enharmonic Fu-
sion, the A capella group. A capella is 
a group of talented singers who come 

together and make music with no in-
struments just their voices. Harmo-
nies and melodies are created though 
them and their beatboxers make up 
the“rhythm section”. 

 In the past years this talented group 
of young singers directed by Mr. Erik-
son, Enharmonic Fusion has gone to 
New York many times for nationals. 

On February 11, Enharmonic Fu-
sion became the Quarter Final Cham-
pions and won the entire competition, 
thus advancing to Semi finals.

This music group is a very dedi-
cated group of students. The group 
practices for hours on end and they 
do so almost every single day of the 
week. While interviewing beatboxer 
junior Devonte Merrick he said,”The 
bonding starts during the madrigal 
retreat, everyone starts to get used 
to everyone then, so when it’s time 
for Enharmonic Fusion the group is 
strong and prepared. Just liked every 
team we have our ups and downs but 
we always get through it, and I’m glad 

to be a part of this amazing group.” 
The commitment and dedication that 
these students have really proves 
how passionate they are about what 
they do.

With every song there is a soloist. 
Solo’s are very prestigious and the au-
ditions for the song you want can be 
very nerve racking. While interviewing 

senior Mark Jesmer he 
talked about his tryout ,”It 
was fun! When I originally 
joined the group I actu-
ally thought that everyone 
would be super pompous 
and intimidating, but they 
were really inviting.” 

Jesmer went on to talk 
about his Solo “Him”,”The 
first time I was performing 
I was super intimidated. I 
have a lot to measure up 
to from the previous solo-
ists, and I just want to do 
a good job.” 

Erikson, the choir, Mad-

rigals, and Enharmonic Fusion direc-
tor, is a very accomplished leader. His 
undeniable talent and leadership skills 
really bring out the determination of 
these students.

Enharmonic Fusion has never failed 
to please and entertain a crowd, and 
DHS wishes them the best of luck in 
the Semi Finals here at DeKalb!
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Farmers Show What They Got!
FFA Week has arrived!!

by Kevin Fagan

On Tuesday, February 20th, Future 
Farmers of America week kicked off to 
“Bring your tractor to school day”. 

Taking up parking spaces wasn’t 
the only activity in this  farm fun week, 
other events that FFA set up included 

Pettng zoo horse. Photo taken by Kai Weiler.

Birds swimming. Photo taken by Kai Weiler.

Petting zoo rabbit. Photo taken by Kai Weiler.

Petting zoo cow. Photo taken by Asher 
Lowrey.
lunchroom tractor trivia, a supporters 
breakfast, AgWorld (a hands on infor-
mational exhibit giving students and 
staff a glimpse into “farm-life”), there 
was also a petting zoo set up for the Al-
phability pre-school students.

During the AgWorld exhibit, students 
and staff were shown what the usual 
day to day activities and work on a farm 

include. Event goers were also given 
a “passport” that they could complete 
given the information at the exhibit.

The petting zoo included many ani-
mals that are often seen in a farming 
environment. It included both chicks 
and full grown chickens, ducks, a 
horse, pigs, rabbits, sheep, and cattle. 

There was a scheduled “Kiss The 
Pig” fundraiser but it was ultimately 
canceled due to the 
cancellation of the 
PBIS assembly.

“FFA Week is al-
ways a time that 
our chapter grows 
closer together, es-
pecially this year. 
We all enjoy showing 
the school what FFA 
is all about.” Presi-
dent of FFA, Junior 
Grace Gerhke said. 
When asked about 
upcoming events for 
the club Gerhke said 
“Since it is nearing 
the end of the year, 
the busy part of the 
season has ended 

for the most part. Our biggest upcom-
ing event is the State Convention in 
Springfield early June. This week is very 
important not just to this club but to all 
at DHS. Agriculture is one of the most 
important things to DeKalb because of 
our deep farming roots. FFA has done a 
terrific job of highlighting an important 
part of what makes DeKalb such a spe-
cial place. 

Gen Z Olympics 
Snow Boarding with Red

by Solveig Schaffer

Winter has mostly come and gone, 
but the Winter Olympics are here to 
stay; for another week, that is. The 
2018 Winter Olympics are being held 
in Pyeongchang, South Korea. They 
began on February 9th and will end 
on February 25th. During this time, 
people all over the world have been 
enjoying watching winter sports such 
as figure skating, alpine and cross 
country skiing, curling, skeleton, and 
snowboarding. 

This year the world was surprised 
when a 17 year old boy from the 
United States took home the gold 
in Men’s slope style snowboarding. 
Redmond Gerard from Silverthorne 

Colorado has been practicing snow-
boarding since the young age of 2 in 
the comfort of his own backyard. Ac-
cording to Gerard, he has a full snow-
boarding park right behind his house 
that his parents built for him when he 
was first getting into snowboarding. 

Red Gerard recalls a hectic morn-
ing to ABCNews. Gerard says that 
he and his buddy were just watching 
Netflix the night before the big day 
and he overslept by 15 minutes. “I 
was supposed to be up at 6:15. It 
wasn’t that long but I woke up at 
6:30. At that point it was clear it 
was going to be a crazy day.” Red 
also tells ABCNews about how he 

had lost his jacket the morning of, 
and that he had to borrow his room-
mates coat. He calls his roommate, 
Kyle Mack, “a lifesaver.”

Despite a hectic morning, Red 
Gerard was the youngest ever 
Olympian to wear an Olympic gold 
medal around his neck, which he 
describes as heavy.  He celebrated 
with lots of enthusiasm; maybe a 
little too much, as he accidentally let 
the F-bomb slip out on international 
TV. Red Gerard’s appeal is that he 
appears to be just like any other 
teenager. He’s easy to relate to and 
more than anything, he’s incredible 
to watch. 

Death Cure Movie Review
by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

The Maze Runner: Death Cure is 
the third movie of the Maze Runner 
series. The Death Cure was released 
on January 26, 2018 racking up 259 
million dollars worldwide, making 
it the highest grossing movie in the 
film’s franchise.

Thomas (Dylan O’Brien), Newt 
(Thomas Brodie-Sangster) and Fry Pan 
(Dexter Darden) come to action again 
to find the cure for the virus in “The 
Last City”, the only city that is free of 

the virus and where the WCKD (World 
Catastrophe Killzone Department) 
headquarters is located. 

The WCKD is an organization that 
has assumed responsibilty for saving 
humanity after the spread of the Flare 
virus. However, the corrupt organiza-
tion uses illegal methods to find a 
cure.

The only hope for the people out-
side of the Last City would be Thomas’ 
friend, Minho (Ki Hong Lee) who is 

being tortured by WCKD in hopes of 
finding a cure for the outside world. 

Also, there are children who are 
immune to the virus and can stop the 
spread of the disease that can make 
humans into “cranks”, a zombie-
like human and can turn back into a 
human at any moment. Most of the 
people on the outside of the city are 
infected with this virus that is taking 
over the world.

 Thomas and the rest of the group 
try to find a way to get into the Last 
City and save Minho and the abducted 
children from the hands of WCKD, who 
try to find a cure for the virus through 
torturing Minho and the children. 

I give the Death Cure a solid 70 
percent. It was a good movie and even 
though it could’ve been better, it was 
way more then what I expected based 
on the first two movies. The third in-
stallment to this series is definitely not 
a disappointment.
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Black History Month

DHS celebrates Black History month

by Kate Seimetz

According to History.com, Black His-
tory month was created in 1926 by 
Carter G. Woodson, an African Ameri-
can historian, scholar, educator, and 
publisher. The month of February was 
chosen for Black History month be-
cause of the coinciding of the birthdays 
of Frederick Douglass and Abraham 
Lincoln. 

This month focuses on exciting facts 
about African American History and cul-
ture. It’s also a great way to learn some-
thing new and gain a new perspective 
on history.

DHS plans the event annually and 
wants students to learn and grow a 
better understanding of Black History 
Month. 

When asked when BSU stated plan-
ning the event, event BSU advisor Nikki 
Gunn said, “we usually start planning 
right after Thanksgiving break, so 
about two and half months. This year 
our theme is The Power of a Dream, we 
want to relate how those who came in 

before us and fulfilled their dream, so 
that we can reach those same goals 
and aspirations.”

“So this year we brought back our 
poetry slam, we have also planned a 
movie night, where we would be watch-
ing the movie Hidden Figures, and on 
Tuesday is our Black History Month Triv-
ia Night” said Gunn.

“My favorite thing about the event is 
that, all the plays we are performing are 
about different characters in our history 
and present, who has/is changng our 
world and community” senior Sky Cum-
mings, said about her favorite activity. 

“The message being given is the 
power of a dream, it’s showing you that 
you can be anything, and that nothing 
should stop you from being who you 
want to be. We want the students to be 
able to learn more about how no mat-
ter how big your dream seems, you can 
always achieve them” said Cummings. 

The assembly motivates were to 
show how past ancestors who had a 

dream made that dream come true. 
Dreams come true when worked hard 
for. The message brought the power of 
a dream and for those who dreamed 
before us. 

“From this assembly mostly what I in-
tend students and staff to get from this 
is that, whatever dreams you have, you 
have to go out and gt it on your own. 
You can’t wait for anybody to just hand 
it to you because if you wait for it to be 
handed to you, you’re going to be wait-
ing awhile. Our ancestors did it, proving 
so can we” said senior Charlese Wil-
liams. 

“My favorite thing about this event is 
that BSU is able to show different side 
of many historical African Americans 
who paved the way for us now yet, we 
don’t learn about in school” said Wil-
liams.

The event was an absolute success 
and brought such a positive message to 
those who don’t know about Black His-
tory Month.

All photos by Kai Weiler


