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The

W.Y.S.E. Competition 

DHS team makes it to regionals

by Tiffany Walker & Editors

The regionals for the Worldwide 
Youth in Science and Engineering 
(W.Y.S.E.) Academic Competition were 
on Tuesday February 6th. When former 
W.Y.S.E. member, Jose Vargas, was 
asked what W.Y.S.E. actually is, he re-
sponded, “W.Y.S.E. is taking college 
level exams in different subjects and 
competing against different schools.” 

When asked about the members of 
the team, Steve Ode responded that, 
“We have a good mix of seniors, ju-
niors, and a number of new freshmen 
this year, typically we have a team of 14 

W.Y.S.E. team at competition. Photo Provided by Steve Ode. 

students that compete each year.” 
When asked if she thinks she would 

enjoy being on the team, sophomore 
Asia Greer replied that, “It is my first 
time doing the competition and I feel 
that I  will enjoy it and will be able to 
learn and test my knowledge through 
multiple choice tests in  a competitive 
environment.” 

When asked how she felt about mak-
ing it to regionals, junior Meghan Leb-
lanc said, “Ironically, we were the only 
team in our division so we were just 
competing against each other!”

The team will compete at sectionals 
in March at NIU. “If we move on to state, 
we then compete against the top teams 
from all over Illinois down at the Univer-
sity of Illinois,” said Ode when asked 
about the next levels of competition. 
After the competition when asked how 
the team did and about preparation for 
March, Ode said that, “The team de-
fended our regional title yesterday and 
came home in first place. The team is 
already starting to prepare as well go 
on to try to advance to state.” 

If you’re interest in joining, Vargas’ 
advice for you would be, “try to study 
for the exams, you can win scholarships 
and money if you place high enough.”

If you are looking for a club to join 
and are good at math, science, and 
technology, then you will enjoy this club!

Logo. Picture provided by Creative Com-
mons 

National Signing Day
by Kevin Fagan and Zach Donahue

The first Wednesday of February 
brings an exciting event for senior 
student athletes, National Signing Day. 
The class of 2018 had 9 students who 
committed to their college of choice. 

The students are Elissa Roose, 
Haley Brown, Maddie Hill, McKenna 
Wallin, Noah Valin, Brian Jay Ross, 
Daniel Bagget, Aly Moore, and Karrisa 

Elissa Roose

Haley Brown

Mckenna Wallin

Bella Bettner

Noah Valin

Maddie Hill

Elissa Roose and team poses for picture 
on National Siogning day
photo by Nic Kearfott

Haley Brown along with her family posing 
for a photo
photo by Nic Kearfott

Mckenna Wallin signing letter of intent 
along with her
photo by Nic Kearfott

Bella Bettner posing with family after 
signing letter of intent
photo by Nic Kearfott

Noah Valin signing letter of intent
photo by Nic kearfott

Senior Elissa Roose, who commit-
ted to Long Island University Post, just 
signed her letter of intent to continue 
her education and swimming career. 

Roose said “The school isn’t very 
big, but it’s only an hour outside of 
New York City, so I can get a big city 
feel without being in a huge school. 
Also the swim team atmosphere made 
it feel perfect.” when asked about her 
commitment on LIU Post. Roose will be 
studying public relations and minoring 
in sports management.

Senior Haley Brown committed to 
Carroll University to play soccer and to 
major in elementary education. “When 
I walked through the campus it just felt 
like home, like I was supposed to be 
there, I didn’t feel like any other colleges 
came close to Carroll.” Brown  said.

Senior Mckenna Wallin has commit-
ed to Carthage College to playsoccer. 

Wallin said “I can play soccer 
and the coalition on Lake Michigan 
couldn’t be beat. I’m majoring in crimi-
nal justice and minoring in psychol-
ogy.”

Senior Bella Bettner signed to Cale-
ton College to also play soccer. “I chose 
Carwleton because it was the best aca-
demic choice and will set me up for the 
brightest future. I’m planning on go-
ing the premed track and majoring in 
chemistry.”

Senior Noah Valin will be signing to 
St. Xavier University. There, he will con-
tinue his baseball career and major in 
premed.

Senior Maddie Hill will be continu-
ing her soccer career at UW-Oshkosh.

Aly Moore 
Aly Moore will head to Kish College 

for cross country.

Karrisa Vieyra
Karrisa Vieyra will be signing to 

Kish college to continue her cross 
country career.
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

Hustle in the Hallways
How effective is the new tardy system?

by Abigail Gasink

Previo us to this semester, the tardy 
policy used to be two feet in the door 
when the bell rings, but there were a lot 
of teachers who were very lenient. This 
semester things have slightly changed. 
Technically the rule is still two feet in 
the door, but if your two feet are not in 
the door when the bell rings you must 
go to a security officer at a kiosk in the 
hallway to type in your student identi-
fication number which automatically 
marks you tardy in Skyward. How effec-
tive is this new policy?

Security Officer Stratton said, “This 
new system has definitely decreased 
the amount of students in the hallway 
after the second bell. There are many 
students running to class now, it’s a 
huge improvement.” The week be-
fore the tardy system was implement-
ed compared to the week after, the 
amount of tardies decreased by 71%.

Most of the students that are late 

are the students that are regularly 
late, and occasionally a random stu-
dent who is just having a bad day. Se-
nior Noah Wilson said, “I like the new 
tardy system. I think it’s a great way 
to get students to class on time, but 
I think there is a slight issue for stu-
dents who are a few steps from being 
in the classroom, and the bell rings so 
they have to go get marked tardy and 
waste more time out of class. I feel like 
if they are a few steps away from the 
door, the teacher should decide if they 
mark them tardy or not. Instead of the 
student needing to take more time out 
of class to go find a security guard/ki-
osk.”

Secretary Mrs. Pope stated, “The tar-
dy system is a great way to communi-
cate between the students and parents 
about tardies and discipline. With the 
old system, it would take weeks for all 
of the paperwork to be submitted and 

Tardy system kiosk. Photo by Bale Borgardt.

by the time a student would 
get their lunch detention he 
or she wouldn’t be aware of 
why they have one. The new 
system automatically assigns 
your discipline offenses and 
sends the student and their 
parent an email. The only 
problem is, if you regularly 
get tardies, then the system 
will assign detentions for the 
same day which then the of-
fice has to fix. Other than that 
the tardy policy in my perspec-
tive is great.”

So, the new system is 
shown to be very effective. 
Obviously it will take some 
time for the bugs to be fixed, 
but so far there has only been 
a positive outcome with all of 
the tardies.

Valentines Playlist
Loving the Music
by Ana Hernandez

It’s time to spread the love! With Val-
entine’s Day/Galentine’s Day (Feb. 13 
celebration where ladies celebrate la-
dies) coming up you’re probably think-
ing of songs to dedicate to significant 
others, friends, or even to yourself. 
Here’s a Valentine’s/Galentine’s Day 
Playlist to help you out.

Galentine’s Day:
• Single Ladies -- Beyoncé
• Miss Independent -- Ne-Yo
• Independent Woman -- Destiny’s 

Child
• BO$$ (Boss) -- Fifth Harmony
• Love Myself -- Hailee Steinfield
• That’s My Girl -- Fifth Harmony
• Run The World (Girls)  -- Beyoncé
• Confident -- Demi Lovato

Valentine’s Day:
• Selfish -- PnB Rock

• Location -- Khalid
• You Belong With Me -- Taylor Swift
• Perfect - Ed Sheeran ft. Beyoncé
• All I Ever Need -- Austin Mahone
• Yo (Excuse Me Miss) -- Chris Brown
• My Boo -- Usher ft. Alicia Keys

• Lovin’ So Hard -- Becky G
• The Way -- Ariana Grande ft. Mac 

Miller
• All Of Me -- John Legend
• Little Things -- One Direction 
• Smile -- PnB Rock

Delicious Red Velvet Chessecake Browines 

This Valentine’s Day, fall in love with these brownies. 

by Arianna Rodriguez 

As Valentine’s Day  arrives, enjoy a 
sweet treat along with it. To make these 
you will need: 

Brownie Batter 
• 2 eggs
• ½ cup unsalted butter
• 1 cup white sugar
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• ¼ cup unsweetened cocoa pow-

der
• ⅛ teaspoon salt
• 1 tablespoon red food coloring 

(liquid or gel)
• ¾ teaspoon white vinegar
• ¾ cup all-purpose flour 
• Cheesecake Filling 
• 8 ounces cream cheese, soft-

ened
• ¼ cup white sugar
• 1 egg yolk

• ½ teaspoon vanilla extract
Now it’s time for baking! Here are 

the steps. 
1. Preheat oven to 350°F.
2. Beat the two eggs together in a 

small bowl, then set aside.
3. Melt butter.
4. In a large bowl, mix butter with sug-

ar, vanilla extract, cocoa powder, 
salt, food coloring, and vinegar.

5. Whisk in the eggs.
6. Fold in flour, combine well, but do 

not over-mix.
7. Spray a 8”x8” baking pan with non-

stick spray. Pour batter into the pan, 
leaving a little extra in the bowl.

8. Combine the cream cheese, sugar, 
egg yolk, and vanilla in the bowl us-
ing a hand mixer on medium speed.

9. Mix for about 1 minute until smooth.

10. Spoon dollops of the cheesecake 
filling on top of the brownie batter 
in the pan.

11. Pour extra brownie batter over the 
top of both layers.

12. Using a butter knife, start at the 
top of the pan and go through the 
batter and cheesecake filling from 
side to side across the pan. Once 
you have gone from side to side all 
the way down, change directions 
and go up and down.

13. Bake for 28-30 minutes. They are 
done when a toothpick poked in 
the center comes out clean.

14. Cool completely before cutting into 
squares.

Now that your Valentine’s Day treats 
are done, you can enjoy them with your 
loved ones!
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ILMEA 
Hard work and dedication pays off 

by Kate Seimetz 

ILMEA stands for the Ilinois Music 
Education Association.  It is a competi-
tion based on the best musicians in 
the district  then later in the state. 

ILMEA is a non-profit association 
that represents every level of music 
education and constants of over 3,500 
members. It is one of the largest 52 
affiliates of NAfME: The National As-
sociation for Music Education, over 
75,000 members strong. 

“ILMEA hosts a number of different 
student events (which are all usu-
ally referred to as ILMEA-but really 
there are many different things that 
fall under that term).  Our students 
typically audition to participate in the 
one of the following festivals: Band, 
Jazz Band, Choir, and Orchestra.  IL-
MEA hosts competitive auditions in 9 

One of the Conducters for ILMEA. Photo 
by Audry Starzyk.  

All of ILMEA. Photo by Audry Starzyk.

districts throughout the state.  We are 
members of district 8, which covers 
the northwestern portion of the state. 
The students who place the highest 
in their respective districts are then 
invited to participate in IMEC (Illinois 
Music Education Conference); which 
is generally called All-State. DHS had 
21 participants in the festivals” said  
music teacher, Mr. Lundin.

“ Students always become bet-
ter musicians simply by trying.  The 
audition material is quite difficult, so 
simply learning the music challenges 
the students to be a better musician.” 
said Lundin. 

“ If you give an outstanding per-
formance or do anything outstanding 
during ILMEA district you can be asked 
to go to ILMEA all state which is a high 
honor because you get a chance to 
play with the best high school musi-
cians in the whole state of Illinois.” 

said junior, Devante Merick. 
ILMEA shows off the hard working 

students and their incredible dedica-
tion to becoming a better musician. 

Senior, Audry Starzyk said “ It was 
something I have never done before. I 
have gone to small music things, but 
state was different. It was exciting and 
terrifying at the same time. I got to see 
so many different great people and 
met a lot of amazing people. It was ter-
rifying because I didn’t know what was 
going to happen. It was my first time 
so I didn’t know what I was doing, but 
it was exciting because I got to be part 
of something I never thought I could 
be.” 

If your ever wanted to see some 
amazing music played by young musi-
cans who are hard working, its highly 
recommended you go down and see 
these students perform next year. 

More Than a Cliche Ending 
Valentine’s Day Movies 

by Inga Collin 

We tend to think of love as a 
romantic relationship, one that ends 
in marriage or living happily-ever- af-
ter. That’s simply not the case. Love 
comes in all forms, all results, and all 
relationships.

This Valentine’s Day, you could go 
the basic route and give into movies 
where two overly attractive people fall 
in love and the rest of their life is set. 
Or you could watch some of my favor-
ite movies that express the meaning 
of love in its many forms. 

Life Is Beautiful- This Italian movie 
focuses on how one family was af-
fected by the Holocaust, but it also 
hit on the topic of love. This family 
(especially the father) does anything, 
even risking their lives, to make sure 
they know they are loved. Family is a 
form of love that can’t be replaced. 

Moonrise Kingdom- I love any Wes 
Anderson movie, and this one is one 
of his best. Love doesn’t always hap-

pen in a perfect setting, family, or 
even a perfect age. The pre-teens in 
this movie show that in a relatable 
way with the feeling you only get from 
young love. This movie takes you back 
and shows the harsh reality that just 
because you’re in love, doesn’t mean 
the world stops or that all is well. 

La La Land- This is yet another 
good example of how love doesn’t 
end up in a perfect way. Yes, this may 
come off as a harsh topic or not the 
story we are used to, but it’s simply 
the truth in some cases. La La Land 
shows how challenging love can be 
and also how much you can learn 
from every choice and relationship. 
If you’re in the mood to be second 
guessed or bawl your eyes out, I 
highly suggest this perfectly imper-
fect movie. 

The Secret Life of Walter Mitty- 
Self love is a topic that doesn’t get 
recognized enough but is just as 

important as any other type of love. 
This movie talks about finding your-
self and making yourself happy. This 
is a form of love that needs to be 
expressed more. 

Forrest Gump- I could write a whole 
book on how important this movie is. 
It’s one of the best examples of love 
and all of its forms. Forrest Gump 
shows what it means to be a family, 
believe in yourself, truly fall in love 
with someone and give love to every-
one. This movie really goes in depth 
and shows you all of the amazing 
aspects of love that we usually don’t 
see in many love movies. 

Talking about love in movies is a 
very common thing, so why not talk 
about every kind of love? These un-
derrated movies are perfect for your 
Valentine’s Day and really step away 
from the cliche endings. Experience 
all aspects of love and learn a little 
from these wonderful movies. 

Fun Date Ideas!

If the weather is nice, you can walk 
around downtown Geneva and check 
out the stores! Graham’s Ice Cream 
is very popular in the summer, but if 
you’re looking for a little chill date, 
Graham’s is just for you! Color Me 
Mine is also a cute little place in Ge-
neva Commons which is a pottery and 
painting store where you can express 
your feelings for your significant other.

When asked for his idea for a perfect 
date, sophomore Tanner Freeman 
said, “Hanging out, like just being in 
the presence of another person for an 
uninterrupted prolonged amount of 
time together while doing whatever we 
want.” 

Senior Jenna Levine said, “Drive thir-

Valentine’s Day is today! Candy, flow-
ers, and chocolate are thriving in the 
stores. However, costs can add up. 
Here are some cute, fun, and cheap 
date ideas for you and your loved one. 

Go to your local market and grab in-
gredients for your other half’s favorite 
food! If you don’t know his or her favor-
ite food, then try a grilled chicken with 
lemon zest and a side of green beans 
or bacon-wrapped asparagus. A juicy 
steak with mashed potatoes and gravy 
can always hit the spot! The ideas are 
endless! 

Activities you might want to try during 
the day is roller skating! Funway in 
Batavia is a great place to go. You can 
also try laser tag at Luigi’s in Aurora. 

ty minutes to Dixon, get takeout at this 
sushi place called Somkit, eat food on 
the nearby river walk at sunset, and 
then go to a drive-in movie theatre 
that’s about five minutes away.”

 Sociology teacher Michael Petrov 
said “A date idea is to go to Devil’s 
Lake. It is a two hour drive so we are 
forced to talk to each other. The point 
of dating is to establish trust.”

Even a simple movie will do for Valen-
tine’s Day as well. If you want music 
ideas, be sure to check out our Valen-
tine’s Day playlist in the Barbed Wire! 
Whether you’re alone or have company 
this Valentine’s Day, I hope these 
ideas for ways to spend your day and 
evening helped! 

by Grace Comer
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After months of hard work, count-
less practices and lots of laughs, the 
DeKalb High School Dance Team made 
it Nationals! After winning all blue rib-
bons at the UDA (Universal Dance As-
sociation), the dance team traveled to 
Orlando, Florida, where they stayed for 
four days and three nights, performing 
on February third.

If you’ve ever seen the DHS dance 
team perform, whether in a pep rally or 
at a game, you know just how talented 
each and everyone of those girls are. 

Dance Dance Revolution!

DHS Dance Team Nationals 

by Solveigh Schaffer

Callie Borden and Maddie Rhinehart, 
captains of the team, were chosen to 
perform in the opening dance number 
at Nationals. 

Caitlin Callahan, a DHS dance team 
member who witnessed the opening 
dance said that it was “the coolest thing 
I’ve ever seen. It was amazing to see the 
dancers learn the dance in only a couple 
hours and then perform it so well, says 
Callahan. “It was also really cool to have 
two members dancing who actually rep-
resent DeKalb’s dance team.” 

The dance team, taken over last year 
by Miss Valkner, enjoyed their first time  
going to Nationals. With all the mem-
bers practicing at least 4x per week 
during competition season, they felt 
they were ready to take on Nationals. 
Even though they weren’t sure what to 
expect, they placed 15th in Jazz and 
13th in POMS. 

After the difficult competition, all the 
girls on the dance team celebrated with 
a few days at Walt Disney World and 
lots of time spent together as a team. 

All photos provided by Maddie Rinehart.


