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Welcome to the Royal Court!

The Magestic DHS Madrigals

by The Barbwire Editors

As foretold by the great and pow-
erful Mr. Erikson, the DHS Madrigals 
have returned! 

In-case you find yourself unfamiliar 
with the DHS Madrigals, it is a group 
of vocally trained students who bring 
joy throughout the winter season by 
traveling to different events and loca-
tions to bestow wonderful medieval 
carols upon the crowds.

These amazing students host ben-
efit dinners dawned in historically 
accurate attire, made by DHS’s very 
own retired CTE teacher, Donna Xidis.

However, these amazing artists 

Singers posing with elementary school music teacher. Photo 
provided by LizzyWarner.

2017-2018 Madrigals. Photo provided by Olivia Klonoski.

aren’t only ac-
tive in the winter 
months. Each and 
every Madrigals 
performer has 
been practicing 
his or her pieces 
since mid August 
of 2017, and ear-
lier this month 
they made their 
first public ap-
pearance. They 
are hosting their 
annual Madrigals 

dinners on  Friday, December 15th, 
and Saturday, De-
cember 16th. 

When asked 
about her expe-
rience with Mad-
rigals, perform-
er junior Olivia 
Klonoski, who is 
the Duchess of 
Aragon, stated, 
“The best part 
for me is per-
forming in the 
dinners. We work 

so hard, and the dinners are sort of 
a final hurrah to show what we have 
worked on since mid August of this 
year. It gives us great experience for 
performing and conveying the music 
in the right way.” 

Other than their renowned dinners, 
the Madrigals also perform around 
the district and at each of the el-
ementary schools, host a yearly per-
formance in the DHS Auditorium, and 
perform at numerous other events. 

Make sure not to miss out on the 
magical medieval charm and attend 
one of the many Madrigal perfor-
mances this season!

Holiday Activites Around DeKalb

To-do list this winter break

by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

Now that the holidays are just 
around the corner, The Barb Wire com-
piled some suggestions for activites 
around the area for over winter break.

The Egyptian theatre will be show-
ing a winter holiday movie. The 1946 
classic film starring James Stewart, 
It’s a Wonderful Life, will be shown 
on December 10, 2017 from 2:00 PM 
to 4:30 PM. The regular price for the 
movie will be $8.00 for students with 
a valid ID. The price will be $6.00 for 
seniors age 65 and over.

Santa will be visiting the DeKalb 
Public Library for activites and pic-
tures. Santa will be there from Tues-
day, December 19, 2017 until Satur-
day, December 23, 2017.

The DeKalb Public Library will be 
showing the holiday classic Frosty the 
Snowman on Friday, December 29, 
2017 in the story and activity room. 

If you like Christmas lights and 
decorations, be sure to check out the 
Larsen Lights in Elburn for music and 
a good time. The Larsen lights will be 
on from December 19, 2017 until De-
cember 30, 2017 from 5 to 11:30 PM. 

 See over 30,000 lights and figures 
at the Holiday Lights Train in Water- Light show at Lincoln Park Zoo. Photo provided by Creative Commons.

Ice skating. Photo provided by Creative Commons.

It’s a Wonderful Life main characters. Photo provided by Creative 
Commons.

man’s train station. 
There will be free 
popcorn and hot 
chocolate. This event 
will be from Satur-
day, November 25, 
2017 until Saturday, 

December 23, 
2017 from 5:00 
PM to 8:00 PM. 

If you are 
looking for 
more activites 
closer to the 

city, make sure to check out the Zoo 
Lights at Lincoln Park Zoo for a free 
light festival and holiday crafts, watch 
live ice carvings, enjoy of the animals, 
ride a train, a carousel and much more 
fun. The Zoolights will be taking place 

from November 24, 2017 till January 
7, 2018. 

Another event for this winter break 
in Chicago would be the Winter Won-
derfest held at Navy Pier which fea-
tures an indoor winter playground, 
rides, giant slides, and much more. 

The cost for the winter wonderfest is 
$27 for general admission, $12 for 
junior admission, and $12 for senior 
admission. The winter wonderfest will 
run from December 1, 2017 until Jan-
uary 7, 2017.
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How to Relax for the Holidays

Destress yourself this season

by Abigail Gasink

Ever notice how some people 
feel under the weather around the 
holidays? With finals coming up after 
break, and all of the crazy Christmas 
shopping, it can be a little stressful. 

If you know someone who’s really 
stressed out, or maybe you’re hav-
ing a rough time yourself, here are a 
few things you can do give yourself a 
relaxing holiday season.

First, don’t do any of your homework 
before Christmas. If possible do it all 
before break starts so you won’t have 
to worry about it at all. If a teacher 
gives you work to do during break, 
then don’t do it until after Christmas. 

Here’s my reason. Before Christ-
mas, you get all worried about clean-
ing your house, buying presents, and 
spending quality time with your fam-
ily. If you’re working on homework and 
study guides, you will be even more 
stressed for Christmas. Remember 
you’re on a BREAK from school.

Second, make a cup of hot tea 
with honey and watch a good Christ-
mas movie. The hot tea is soothing 
and will help your throat not be so 
dry from the cold winter air. The 
movie will help you sit down and 
focus on something other than clean-
ing or doing homework.

Sleep! Catch up on as much sleep 
as possible. The more sleep you get, 
the more positive you are the next 
day. Also, sleep is important for your 
brain to concentrate and be more 
productive. When in doubt, just get 
some sleep.

Try online shopping. Most pres-
ents these days you can buy online 
from the relaxing destination of your 
couch or bed. Sometimes you can 
get certain items cheaper online 
than in stores. Plus you can usually 
get free shipping!

Go for a drive if the roads are 
safe. Going for a long drive with your 
holiday music is always super relax-
ing. Just get in your car and sing your 
heart out to your favorite holiday 
songs. See our winter break playlist 
on page 7 if you need song sugges-
tions. Take a nice long country road 
and see where it takes you. Be sure 
to have a GPS just in case you get 
lost in the music.

Try some traditional winter activi-
ties. Go sledding with friends and 
end the day with hot chocolate! Go 
look at lights and listen to some 
holiday music with your family. Have 
a snowball fight with your neighbors!

Do something you really enjoy, or 
maybe something you’ve never done. 
There’s always fun things to do with 
your friends in the winter. You could 
go to Chicago or Rockford and go ice 
skating. Try sledding if there’s fresh 
snow! If there’s no fresh snow you can 
always do something inside like bowl-
ing in DeKalb. Maybe catch a movie 
at the AMC Theater. Even just going 
out to lunch with your buddies can be 
something fun to do in the winter.

So, no matter what the holiday 
season brings for you, and what you 
do over break, remember to keep it 
stress free!

New Years resolution

What’s your resolution?

by Sophya Perron

New Year’s is coming up! Along 
with overused “I haven’t showered 
since last year!” jokes, it also mans a 
new year to make improvements on 
yourself. Many people set goals for 
the New Year like, “I’m going to eat 
healthier”, or “I’m going to work out 
everyday.” The reality is that people 
have trouble keeping these goals. 

If you want to make them a reality, 
here are some tips on how you can 
stick to your resolutions. One tip is to 
be realistic and simple. It will be hard 
to go from being someone that doesn’t 
workout at all to running a marathon 
overnight. Set goals that will be realis-
tic and start small. 

Another tip is to set a specific 
time frame for your goal to be ac-
complished. Here are some  staff 
members and students and their New 
Year’s resolutions. 

Dean Mr. McDavid says: “My New 
Year’s resolution will be to finally drop my 
mix tape before the end of the school year. 
I have bars, and it is time for the world to 
know it. #deanmusiccleanmusic”

Sophomore Lydia Myres says: “To be 
able to put myself in others shoes and 
take some risks this year.”

Dean Mr. McDavid. Prhoto provided by 
Mr. McDavid. 

Humanities teacher Ms. Albrecht. Photo 
provided by Albrecht. 

Sophomore Lydia Myres. Photo provided 
by Lydia Myres. 

Science teacher Mr. Carpenter. Photo by 
Asher Lowrey.

Senior Allie Ponterelli. Photo provided by 
Allie Pontarelli. 

Science teacher Mr. Carpenter says: 
” I think a good New Year’s resolution 
would be to eat better and take better 
care of myself.”

Senior Allie says, “I want to stop 
procrastinating.”

Humanities teacher Ms. Albrecht 

says: “I have tried resolutions such as 
staying positive throughout the year or 
letting worries go.  While it is hard, I try 
to remind myself of these resolutions 
throughout the year.”

New years resolutions allow people 
to reflect on the past year and think 
about bettering himself for the fu-
ture. Some people set realistinc goals 
such as getting up 10 minutes earlier 
or doing yoga nightly. Others set high 
goals such as writing a book or get-
ting a degree. Whatever you choose 
as your new years resolution, make 
sure you make 2018 your best year 
yet! Happy New Years!
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Christmas Critters

All photos submitted by owners
by Bethany Billips

Across from top left: Bear and Augustus “Goose” Billips, Wriggs Parenti, Pippo Bennardo
Center from left: Kelso and Rufus Peterson, Riley Albrecht, Rosie Collin
Bottom from lower left: Casey Burton, Churro Martinez, Fozzy Marks

Holiday Movies   

Grab some Popcorn and Hot Coco for a cozy night
by Kate Seimetz 

As the Holidays are coming closer, 
it’s time to start watching those winter 
movies that remind you of the holidays 
as a child. Here are 5 movies to watch 
with family or friends over this up com-
ing break. 

The first movie that I recommend over 
break is Miracle on 34th Street. It is a 
wonderful movie for the family to watch 
on a cold winter night. In the movie, 
people across New York City debate if a 
man named Kris Kringle is really Santa 
Clause or just insane. 

Another movie to watch over break is 
Elf. In this funny classic, an elf named 
Buddy accidentally ends up at the North 
Pole and is raised by elves. Now, as an 
adult Buddy sets out to find his real fa-
ther. 

His father is a man that does not 
have  the Christmas cheer in him. Buddy 
hopes to restore Christmas cheer to the 
entire family.

The third movie to watch is A Christ-
mas story. A young child named Ralphie 
Parker tries to have a lot of hope this 
Christmas. With a cranky dad, loving 
mother, and a mean bully. Ralphie tries 
to get through Christmas while also re-

The Nightmare Before Christmas’s cover. Photo from 
Creative Commons.

The Miracle on 34th Street’s cover. Photo from Creative Commons. 

ceive his dream present.  
The fourth movie to 

watch over this break is 
A Christmas Carol. Eb-
enezer Scrooge is a mis-
erable accountant that  
has no spirit of Christ-
mas in him, and he has 
a bitter taste for cheer. 
He  is visited by his old 
partner,  Jacob Marley. 
Marley states that three 
Ghosts shall visit him 
on Christmas Eve. The 
Ghost of Christmas Past, 
Present, and Future will 
visit Scrooge  hoping to 

teach him a 
lesson and 
change his 
mind before 
its too late. 

Is humor 
not your 
thing? Look-
ing for a twist? 
How about a 
scare? Then 
Tim Burton’s 
The Night-
mare before 

Christmas is a must watch. This movie 
stars Jack Skellington, the Pumpkin 
King, on his mischievous adventure to 
take over Christmas after taking a trip to 
Christmas Town. He soon realizes that 
some things are best left alone. 

Junior, Matthew Flemming said that 
the Polar Express is one of his favorites, 
since childhood. “It is one I’ve watched 
every year since I was younger and it 
explains the true meaning of Christmas 
and how it’s about the people you love, 
not just about receiving gifts” said Flem-
ming. 

So, grab a movie, some popcorn, 
and some company and have a night of 
laughter, fun, and Christmas spirit. 
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Red Velvet Butter Cookies 

Give season greetings with these warm cookies

by Arianna Rodriguez 

‘Tis the season to indulge in warm fes-
tive baked goods! These red velvet gooey 
butter cookies sound just as good as 
they look. These cookies are also super 
easy and fun for the whole family to bake 

and enjoy. Before all the fun happens, 
you have to get prepped and ready with 
your ingredients.

  Ingredients 
• 2¼ cups flour
• 2 cups sugar
• 2 Tablespoons unsweetened co-

coa powder
• 2 teaspoons baking powder
• ¼ teaspoon salt
• 8 ounces cream cheese, soft-

ened
• 4 Tablespoons butter, softened
• 1 egg
• 1 Tablespoon red liquid food col-

oring
• ½ cup powdered sugar
Now that all of your ingredients are 

ready to go, you can start the magic of 
baking! 

Steps 
1. In a medium bowl, combine flour, 

sugar, cocoa, baking powder and salt 
and set aside.

Red velvet cookies. Photo taken by Ari-
anna Rodriguez. 

2. In a large bowl, cream the butter 
and cream cheese together until smooth. 
Beat in the egg and the food coloring.

3. Add the dry ingredients to the 
cream cheese/butter mixture and mix 
until dough forms.

4. Cover bowl with Saran Wrap and 
let chill for about 2 hours.

5. When ready to bake, preheat the 
oven to 350 degrees F.

6. Place powdered sugar in a small 
bowl.

7. Roll dough into 1-inch balls and 
then roll each ball in powdered sugar.

8.  Place on a  greased cookie 
sheet or one lined with parchment paper.

9. Bake at 350 degrees F for 10-12 
minutes. 

10. Let cookies cool completely on 
cooling wrack.

11. Store cookies in air-tight contain-
er for up to 3 days.

These warm cookies are a great way 
to kick off the holiday season these year. 

Felt and Pine Cone Elves

Elf on the Shelf who?
by Ana Hernandez

The holidays are coming up,and 
you’re probably looking for a creative 
craft to make. These elves are festive 
and fun to make. 

Materials:
• 3 Pinecones
• Wooden balls
• Felt
• Shape Patterns (trian-

gle, gloves, feet, and scarf)
• Mini bells

Directions:
1. Gather all your materi-

als.
2. Cut your felt pieces us-

ing pattern.
3. Fold triangle piece into 

cone shape and blanket stitch.
4. Sew mini bell on top.
5. Glue shoe shaped piec-

es on bottom of pine cone.
6. Glue cone hat on wood-

en balls and make dots for eyes 
and mouth.

7. Glue heads on top of 
pine cone.

8. Tie scarf around wood-
en ball and pinecone and glue into 
place.

9. Add extra shoe shaped 
felt to bottom of the other shoe 
shaped felt to support weight bet-
ter (optional).

10. Add glove shaped 

hands to sides of pinecone.
11. Fringe edges of scarf 

with scissors.
This craft is fun and easy for all ages!

Pine cone elves. Photo provided by Ana 
Hernandez.

Advice for People Who Dread Finals

Everyone knows that finals are 
the toughest time of the year. The 
time of cramming in all of the study-
ing, asking people for help, and 
some even having a countdown on 
how many days its been since their 
last mental breakdown. 

Finals should not be entirely 
horrible, but an event for which you 
are prepared. Managing time will 
help significantly, so here are 5 easy 
and simple tips to keep calm while 
studying for finals.

Study tip  number one: sched-
ule times to study. Studying is the 
number one thing that will help you 
be successful. Places such as The 
Dekalb Public Library, Starbucks, or  
is a great place for helping you. You 
are able to sign out study rooms for 
just you or for you and your friends. 
Also making times and days you 
will study will help you keep from 
procrastnating.

Study tip  number two: sleep! 
Sleep is vital when it comes to 
finals. Being tired and trying to 
study for finals is a terrible combo. 
Keeping a good sleep schedule will 

keep a happy mood and give more 
ambition to do certain tasks.

Study tip number three: drink 
plenty of water. Water, as we all 
know, keeps a person healthy and 
helps mental health. Running on en-
ergy drinks and pulling an all-nighter 
won’t do anything except stress 
you out and make you feel terrible. 
All-in-all just drink water to keep the 
body boosted

Study tip number four: spread out 
the subjects you are studying. Cram-
ming studying in will lead to stress, 
and your brain also will not be able 
to comprehend all of the informa-
tion that you will need. Instead, try 
studying two subjects every other 
day for two hours to get you well 
prepared. If you think about, if you 
study two subjects for two hours 
that’s one subject per hour. Then 
you can look forward to the next day 
for getting a break. 

When asked about her study hab-

by Caitlin Callahan

Study Tips for Finals

A student taking notes in class photo 
provided by Creative Commons

Pile of books. Photos provided by Creative Commons. 

its, sophomore Abbey Brooks said, 
“For finals I start preparing weeks 
before the tests. If you study a little 
bit every week, they never seem 
stressful. You feel prepared and 
never have to cram. Also, just a re-
minder, if you work hard during the 
semster, there is no need to stress 
out about your finals scores.”

Study tip number five, eat a good 
breakfast. Eating a good breakfast 
the day of finals will give  a boost 
needed to start the day. It will also 
give the energy that is needed to 
conquer finals.

Lastly, Study tip number six would 
be to just stay relaxed. Sometimes 
it can be difficult to just take a step 
back, breathe, and have a little you 
time with finals ahead, but be sure 
to lay a bit of time aside for yourself.

Finals can be really stressful, 
but hopefully these tips will make 
you feel more prepared and happy. 
Good luck on finals, Barbs!
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Mashed Potato Candies

by Tiffany Walker

Are you looking for a traditional holiday 
candy that everyone will love that doesn’t 
include chocolate? If you like mashed 
potatoes and peanut butter, then you will 
love this recipe for Mashed Potato Candy 
from my grandma.

For this recipe you will need:
• 1 medium baking potato
• 1 teaspoon of pure vanilla extract
• 5 1/2 cups of powdered (confec-

tioners) sugar
• 1/2 jar of creamy peanut butter 
Directions: 
1. Get a medium sized potato and 

peel it. 
2. Wash the potato off.
3. Cut the potato into 1/2 inch 

cubes.
4. Place potato pieces into cold wa-

ter in a stove top pot

5. Cook the potato on the stove un-
til the potato is tender. About 10 minutes. 

6. Drain the water from the pot.
7. Mash the potato using a mash-

ing tool or a fork.
8. Chill in the refrigerator. 
9. In a mixing bowl, knead the 

mashed potatoes, 5 and a 1/2 cups of 
powdered sugar sifting it one cup at a 
time, and 1 tsp. of vanilla

10. Split the dough in half. 
11. Roll the dough out using a roll-

ing pin onto a piece of parchment paper 
dusted with powdered sugar. 

12. Spread the peanut butter onto 
the dough making sure to spread it to the 
edges of the dough. 

13. Roll on the parchment paper. 
14. Place the 2 rolls that are com-

pleted onto a tray and refrigerate for 

Deceivingly delicious!

about an hour. 
15. After chilling, cut each roll into 

1/2 inch slices
16. Serve 
17. Place in an airtight container and 

place in the refrigerator or freezer. 
This is a nice recipe for the holidays, 

especially because it uses ingredients 
that are cheap and that you might al-
ready have at home. 

Mashed potato candies. Photo by Tiffany 
Walker.

Holiday Traditions

What’s really important this season
by Inga Collin

 What does the holiday season mean 
to you? When you think of the word 
holiday do presents come to mind? 
Maybe you think of food or family. No 
matter which holiday you celebrate this 
season, you can join in on your own or 
other people’s traditions.

It’s interesting to hear everyone’s 
traditions and how they spend their 
time this season. One of my favorite 
traditions is going to Chicago every 
Christmas Eve and spending  time at 
the Christkindlmarket. Afterwards we 
have Chinese food and go to church.

Religion can also be a part of some 
traditions too. When asking sopho-
more Andrea Porcayo about her holi-
days, she said, “Some of my favorite 
holiday traditions to do are eating La 
Rosca de Reyes on January sixth. Be-
cause that was when the  Three Kings, 
found baby Jesus. And La Rosca, the 
bread, is round because  it represents 
infinitive love.”

 This is a Hispanic tradition where 
they hide a plastic baby Jesus figurine 
in bread and you have to find Jesus just 
like the Kings did. This is just one ex-
ample of religion effecting traditions. 

The holiday season doesn’t only in-
clude Christianity. Many major holidays 

Lowrey’s Christmas tree. Photo by Asher Lowrey.

Glitter Covered Wine Glasses

Cute last minute Christmas decoration 
by Maria Garica

With family coming over for 
Christmas, you need a cute craft 
to decorate the house.  Here is 
a quick and easy craft for those 
who obsess over having the per-
fect decorations at the holidays.

Materials:
• 2 wine glasses 
• Clear glue
• Green glitter 
• Red glitter 
• Paint brush
• 2 small candles

Directions:
1. Turn over the first wine 
glass.
2. Using the paint brush, 
cover the outside of it in glue 
3. Pour as much green glitter 
as necessary to cover the glass. 

Glitter wine glass decorations. Photo by Maria 
Garcia.

4. Next, with the same brush, 
put glue on the stem of the wine 
glass (handle) and pour red glit-
ter all over the stem until it’s com-
pletely covered. 
5. With the second wine glass,  
you are going reverse it! 
6. Flip the wine glass over. Cover 
the outside with the clear glue. 
7. Cover the glass with red glit-
ter. 
8. Then with the green glitter, 
cover the handle with the green 
glitter.
9.   When you are done to keep 
all the glitter on, you can use clear 
coat.

Once you finish decorating the 
wine glass, put the candles on top 
and they’re ready to go.

Christmas ornament in snow. Photo provided by Creative 
Commons.

and many other ones are celebrated 
during the winter including all of their 

traditions too. 
Traditions also 

don’t have to in-
clude religion. Many 
of them just involve 
family, friends, and 
food. Freshman Av-
ery O’Brien said, “me 
and my family make 
cinnamon rolls on 
Christmas Eve to eat 
the next morning.” It’s 
important to people to 

do their traditions, no matter how big or 
small they may be.

Even though traditions are such a 
large factor, sometimes we don’t ap-
preciate them. It’s easy to get wrapped 
up in our own lives instead of taking 
time to do little stuff like watching holi-
day movies with your family. It’s valu-
able to take time with people you love, 
and make great memories. 

Senior Joy Kewih agrees. “Our tra-
ditions are pretty important. It’s the 
one time in the year where we come 
together with one common goal and 
no other distractions.” 

 So I encourage you to do all of your 
holiday traditions or make up new ones 
this year because I guarantee you will 
appreciate them later. Happy holidays!  
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Lighting up the Holidays continued from p. 10
Stranger Things

The show that everyone’s talking about

Stranger Things is a Netflix origi-
nal series placed in Hawkins, Indi-
ana in the 1980’s. At the beginning 
of Season 1, Will Byers has gone 
missing. His childhood friends Mike, 
Caleb, and Dustin begin a quest to 
find him. As the boys were looking 
for their friend, they stumble across 
a girl with telepathy powers. She 
barely speaks, but she manages to 
say her name is Eleven. The boys 
take her in thinking she is involved 
in Will’s disappearance. 

Eleven is from the Hawkins Lab 
where obscene experiments were 
held. Hopper, the town’s chief, has 
suspicions that Will’s disappear-
ance has something to do with the 
lab. Then the demogorgan comes 
into play. 

The boys think that the demog-
organ took Will into the “upside-
down.” The “upside-down” is 
described as a place where every-
thing is the same except darker, 
and that’s where the demogorgan 
lives. Eleven can communicate with 

Will in the upside-down, therefore, 
everyone knows Will is still alive. 
Other characters such as Nancy, 
Steve, Jonathon, and Joyce team up 
to find Will. 

Season 2 is a little bit more dark-
er than season 1. The characters 
are older, the plot is more intense 
and more developed. 

In season 2, Will is still adjusting 
to life a year later. Joyce, Will’s moth-
er, is worried because Will is having 
“episodes” where he is taken back 
to the “upside-down.” His friends are 
trying to help Will out, but they don’t 
know how. With new characters, and 
the expanding number of demogor-
gans, and a shadow monster found 
in Will’s episodes, the excitement 
continues. The team works together 
to end the shadow monster. 

My take on this popular show is 
that it’s a hit! Especially since there’s 
a mix of every genre; romance, dra-
ma, sci-fi, and mystery. If you love 
any of the above genres, chances 
are you will love Stranger Things.  

by Grace Comer

Viewers tend to fall in love with the 
characters. You feel a need to pro-
tect the kids, you root for Eleven as 
she battles both inner and outer de-
mons, and you have a love-hate rela-
tionship with Steve. 

 I think the casting was well-done, 
and I’m happy they decided to cast 
children of the current age instead 
of young adults. I feel that decision 
made the show very real. Every epi-
sode, a new element is added and 
keeps the tension going.

Have you already finished Stranger 
Things? Then I would consider watch-
ing Beyond Stranger Things, which 
shows you behind the scenes with 
the actors and creators of the show. 
Finn Wolfhard also stars in the hit 
horror firm IT. If you love the 80’s 
nostalgia of Stranger Things then 
you will love classic 80’s movies that 
inspired Stranger Things.  Some of 
these movies include Stand by Me, 
ET, The Goonies, or Ghostbusters. I 
highly recommend watching Stranger 
Things, it’s worth your while!

Stranger Things logo. Photo provided by Creative Commons.
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Power through with Playlists

Prepare for winter break, finals, and new musicic for the new year
by Lily Peterson

Holiday season means various 
things to different people. For some, 
it's a time to decorate, relax, and cel-
ebrate with friends and family. For 
others it's a hectic time involving last 
minute shopping and dysfunctional 
family gatherings. 

No matter if you spend break deco-
rating cookies or sulking because finals 
are after break, make sure you have a 
great playlist for winter break. Below are 
some of my favorite Christmas songs, 
both new and old. Some you might love, 
others you might love to hate, regard-
less, enjoy and happy holidays! 

1. "It's Beginning To Look Like Christ-
mas" by Bing Crosby 

2. "Rockin' Around The Christmas 
Tree" by Brenda Lee 

3. "All I want For Christmas Is You" by 
Mariah Carey 

4. "It's The Most Wonderful Time Of 
The Year" by Andy Williams 

5. "Welcome Christmas" by MGM 
Studio Chorus (How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas) 

6. "Underneath The Tree" by Kelly 
Clarkson

7. "Carol Of The Bells" by Mykola 
Dmytrovych Leontovych 

9. "Let It Snow!" by Dean Martin 
10. "Blue Christmas" by Elvis Presley 
11. "Christmas (baby please come 

home)" by Darlene Love 
12. "Have Yourself A Merry Little 

Christmas" by Frank Sinatra 
13. "Last Christmas" by Wham! 
14. "Have Yourself A Merry Little 

Christmas" by Michael Bublé
15. "Jingle Bell Rock" by Bobby 

Helms 
16. "Rudolph The Red-Nosed Rein-

deer" by Burl Ives 
17. "A Holly Jolly Christmas" by Burl 

Ives
18. "Feliz Navidad" by José Feliciano 
19. "Winter Wonderland" by Tony 

Bennett 

20. "Silent Night" by Carpenters         
If you’re like me, your backpack is 

not opened over break until the day 
before returning to school. But not 
this year guys. This is comeback year. 
So let’s start 2018 right and start 
studying for finals early! Everyone has 
preferences as to what kind of music 
they study to. Figure out what works 
for you. Is it classical? Rap? Jazz? 
Pop? Rock? Throwbacks? Experiment 
with different songs and music genres 
while studying to see. 

I understand not everyone will have 
the same study music taste as me, but 
here are some songs that for some rea-
son or another help me study. 

1. “Boredom” by Tyler, The Creator
2. “Man Of The Year” by SchoolboyQ
3. “Something Good Can Work” by 

Two Door Cinema Club
4. “Flashing Lights” by Kanye West
5. “Suspicion Minds” by Elvis Presley 
6. “Mykonos” by Sun Giant 
7. “The Spiteful Chant” by Kendrick 

Lamar
8. “Self Control” by Frank Ocean 
9. “Midnight Train To Georgia” by 

Gladys Knight and The Pips
10. “Nolo” by Grace Mitchell 
11. “Pursuit Of Happiness (night-

mare)” by Kid Cudi 
12. “Deadlines and Commitments” 

by The Killers
13. “No hands” by Waka Flocka 
14. “Yellow” by Amine
15. “Back Seat” by Atlas Genius 
16. “Solo (reprise)” by Frank Ocean 

(Andre 3000) 
17. “coasting” by bbno$
18. “Stand by Me” by Ben E. King 
19. “GUMMY” by Brockhamton 
20. “Dancing In The Dark” by Bruce 

Springsteen 
21. “Sober” by Childish Gambino 
22. “From Rest” by Cold Weather 

Company 
23. “Chum” by Earl Sweatshirt 

24. “September” by Earth, Wind, 
and Fire 

25. “Bound 2”by Kanye West
26. “Degas Park” by Kevin Abstract 
27. “8TEEN” by Khalid 
28. “Battle Born” by The Killers
2018 is a brand new opportunity for 

music. Frankly, I am crazy optimistic 
about the new albums being released 
at the tail end of 2017 and 2018 . Be-
low are some albums to watch out for. 

 Artist: Brockhampton
Album: Saturation 3
Release date: Dec. 15 2017 
Additional info: According to Kevin 

Abstract, this album will be their final 
album. The group is comprised of vo-
calists Kevin Abstract, Merlyn Wood, 
Ameer Vann, Dom McLennon, JOBA, 
Bearface and more creatives. 2017 
was a big year for them, releasing 
Saturation in July and Saturation 2 in 
August. 

Artist: Post Malone 
Album: Beerpongs and Bentleys
Release Date: TBA
Additional info: Post Malone has 

been teasing fans since the summer 
saying it would be released in June, 
then announcing it would actually 
be December 1. June and December 
came and went and no album. Rock-
star ft. 21 Savage, a single off the al-
bum, was released in September. 

Several other albums that we have 
little to no details for are reportedly 
also coming out in 2018. A$AP Rocky 
promised an album before the end of 
2017. Kid Cudi is releasing an album 
produced by Kanye West, who is also 
allegedly releasing in 2018. Frank 
Ocean, notorious for drawing out re-
lease dates for years, is supposedly 
sitting on a finished album. Frankly, 
I’ll be surprised if we see that before 
2020. Some things in the world are 
fairly bleak currently, one thing we 
can look forward to is new music.  

Lighting Up the Holidays

Photos by Asher Lowrey, Lily Peterson, & Bethany Billips
by Asher Lowrey

Approaching the holiday seasons, 
it only seems appropriate to decorate 
in order to brighten up the sometimes 

bleak winter months. Whilst driving 
around DeKalb, one can observe many 
thrilling light displays. 
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Dear Santa...

The Barbwire staff shares their wishes for this season.
by Kevin Fagan

The season of giving and receiving 
is upon us. The staff at the Barb Wire, 
like everyone else, is excited to share 
its wish list for the holiday season.

With a sports related wish, senior 
Zach Donahue said that he “would like 
for the Green Bay Packers to make the 
playoffs and their quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers to get healthy.”

Junior Blake Borgardt went in the di-
rection of asking for apparel. He said 
he would “want white Gucci slides for 
Christmas”

Many writers on the Barb Wire staff 
are hoping for pets for the holidays. 
Sophomore Sophya Perron said, “all I 
want for Christmas is a French Bulldog  
named Poppy.” 

She wasn’t the only writer at the 

Barb Wire who’s asking for a pet. Junior 
Abigail Gasink said, “I really want a Ger-
man Shepard puppy!”

 Sophomore Ana Hernandez said , 
“I’m asking for a pitbull this Christmas.” 

Sophomore Caitlin Callahan said, “I 
want a Corgi puppy named Cooper.” 

Junior Bethany Billips would also like 
a new pet for Christmas . However hers 
is slightly different, “I’m asking for a 
hedgehog” Billips said.

 Others were wishing for stuff to use 
on a daily basis. Senior Jack Corbin 
said, “I’m asking for more film for my 
Polaroid camera.” 

While sophomore Maria Garcia said, 
“I want makeup for Christmas.” 

Junior Jefferson Martinez said “this 
Christmas I probably will ask for a Play-

station 4.”
Certain writers didn’t want materal-

istic or physical things. Sophomore Tif-
fany Walker said “For Christmas I just 
want to be around my family”, while 
Sophomore Kate Seimetz said “I want 
world peace for all.”

 Humanities/Journalism Teacher 
Colleen Solomon said, “I really just 
want good health all round.” 

Sophomore Arianna Rodriguez said 
“I would want a good book and a cup 
of coffee.”

Junior Asher Lowrey is asking “to not 
have to take math.” 

Sophomore Inga Collin said “I want 
my drivers license for Christmas.” 

The Barbwire wishes everyone a 
safe, and warm holiday season!

Baby Barbwire members. Photos submitted by staff.


