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The

Relay For Life 
For those who won and lost the battle against Cancer

By Kate Seimetz 

Cancer is a terrible  disease in which 
abnormal cells divide uncontrollably 
and destroy body tissue. Many loved 
ones from families die from the terrible 
disease. At least each year 12.7 million 
people discover that they have cancer 
and 7.6 million die from it.  

Unfortunately, DHS lost a great 
teacher and friend Mr. Shakir. In his 
honor, Miss. Cross and Miss. Valkner 
decided DHS should host Relay for Life. 

Relay for life is a fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society. It is staffed 
and coordinated by volunteers in about 
5,200 communities and 27 countries. 
This fundraiser raises up to $400 mil-
lion dollars every year, and all of it goes 
to help find a cure and give information 
to those who have it and to their care-
givers. Relay for Life is for everyone to 
join in the fight against cancer. In the 
event, participants walk, jog, or run 
a track for 12-24 hours to help raise 
money for the cause. 

Relay for Life is an event to raise 
money for those who survived cancer 
and for those who did not survive. DHS 
Social Studies teacher Ms. Maley said, 
“The committee is compose of students 
who are looking at various elements of 
the event.” 

Along the lines of planning this 

spring event, US History Teacher Miss 
Cross said “The goal is to honor all sur-
vivors of cancer and those who have 
not survived. It is an activity that myself 
and Miss Valkner participated in high 
school and we kind of felt like, espe-
cially with the passing with Mr. Sha-
kir, it was an event we should bring to  
DeKalb High School. 

 Another DHS Social Studies teacher, 
Miss. Valkner said, “I helped plan Re-
lay for Life in high school at my high 
school, and I also was on the planning 
committee in college at Indiana Uni-
versity. Everyone has been affected by 
cancer in some way or another, and it 
is always such a fun event and a great 
way for the community to come togeth-
er to do something positive. After losing 

Mr. Shakir over the summer, I thought 
DeKalb could come together to do 
something in his honor. I have so many 
great memories of doing Relay for Life 
with my friends, and I wanted to bring 
it to DHS.”

Cross and the team have set some 
pretty lofty goals for the event. “The 
goal is to raise $10,000 for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society as a school, and so 
we want people to get involved! And the 
more people who come to the event, 
the more fun it is!”

“There is a lot of planning that goes 
into an event this large” Cross said. 
She continued that “our planning 
committee is working hard to plan dif-
ferent events throughout the 12-hour 
long event. Some ideas we have been 
tossing around are a 3-on-3 basket-
ball tournament, a bags tournament, 
karaoke competition, etc. But the 
event is truly just a way for everyone 
to come together and have just fun 
while giving back”  

DHS Relay for Life is to be held on 
May 5 at DeKalb High School. The event 
begins at 6 p.m. and ends 6 a.m. the 
following day. Everyone is welcomed to 
come. If you are interested in helping 
plan Relay for Life , contact either Miss. 
Cross or Miss. Valkner for information. 

Relay for Life logo. Photo provided by 

Creative Commons 

Winter Sports Preview
by Blake Borgardt

The Wrestling team’s season began 
on November 22nd at home against 
West Aurora High School. DHS beat Au-
rora 62-13. The team will look to build 
off of last season where they sent two 
wrestlers to sectionals. Blah Dahnweih 
placed fourth at sectionals, and Fabian 
Lopez placed second overall.

“I want to be a state champion. My 
main goal is to just really keep giving 
it 100% in every match I’m in, and to 

Wrestling

Girls Basketball

Girls basketball has gotten off to a 
rough start with a 1-4 record, its only 
victory coming against Waubonsie Val-
ley in a four game tournament. While 
this is a downside, the team can only 
go up from here and succeed for the 
rest of the season. 

When asked about what her goals for 
this season were, junior Maddi Overton 
said, “Some of my goals for this season 
was to have a cohesive team and to 
improve upon my fundamentals. Con-
sidering I personally have had three dif-
ferent coaches in three years, a team 
that worked together and meshed well 
was key. Our coach pushed us to work 
on fundamentals daily which is a great. 
Also, we have better communication 
and organization as a team. It feels like 
more of a inherent effort on both the 
players and coaches side.”

Boys Basketball

Boys Basketball had a triumphant 
season last year where they went 18-
10, and went 1-1 in Regionals. They 
beat Glenbard East in the first round 
of Regionals, but their season came to 
and end against Wheaton North where 
they lost. 

Their season began at the “Hoops 
for Healing Tournament.” It was a tour-
nament that took place over four days. 
The team won against Oswego and 
Neuqua but lost against West Aurora 
and Proviso East. Their first game that 
didn’t take place during a tournament 
came against Sycamore High School. 
Where the team won 54-27.

Boys Bowling

Girls Bowling

Gymnastics

Boys bowling had a lucrative season 
last year, where they placed fifth at the 
NIB 12 Tournament. The week after 
that , they placed sixth at Regionals, 
where the season ended. The highlight 
of their season so far has been when 
the team placed fourth at the Plainfield 
North Invite. The two wins the team 
has posted so far have been against 
Marengo and Geneseo High School

Girls Bowling had a successful sea-
son last year where they placed third at 
the NIB 12 Tournament, which they fol-
lowed with placing seventh at Region-
als. They’ve continued to build off of 
that success the team had last season, 
as they’ve won their first two matches 
against Marengo and Kaneland High 
School. 

When asked what she was looking 
forward to this season, Junior Reagan 
Harold said, “I’m looking forward to im-
proving my game this year and hopeful-
ly doing well in tournaments. One of my 
goals from last year was to place top 5 
in conference and I placed fifth, so this 
year I want to place in the top 3.”

Last year’s gymnastics team had a 
historic year, where they didn’t lose a 
single match, or place under first un-
til state. They  team placed second in 
both state finals and first in Sectionals. 
One of the team’s biggest contributors, 
Aleah Leman, graduated last year, so 
the team will look to continue its suc-
cess in her absence. The teams first 
meet is against Waubonise Valley on 
December 13 in Neuqua Valley. 

Bowling team poses after a match. 

Photo provided by Reagan Harold.

Boys Swimming

Boys Swimming’s season last year 
was very successful last year as they 
won six of their seven individual match-
es. They placed third in two tourna-
ments, and fourth place in one. They 
just missed the top three teams at sec-
tionals, where the team placed fourth 
overall. 

Miikey Albert in action last season. Photo 

by Cris Rojo.

not let the losses phase me in any way” 
said sophomore Fabian Lopez. 
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tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
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Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
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disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
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practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
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administrators of DeKalb High School. 
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The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

History Has its Eyes on You
DHS APUSH Hamilton Experience

by Asher Lowrey

On November 15th, 2017, DHS AP U.S. 
History students were presented with an 
amazing opportunity. Early that morning 
junior and senior students boarded bus-
es to Chicago to see the award winning 
Broadway musical Hamilton!

The famed new musical highlights the 

Alex Posega and Devonte Marrick perform 

on stage at Hamilton. Photo provided by 

Devonte Marrick.

life of founding father, Alexander Ham-
ilton and the struggles he endured in 
order to put our country where it is to-
day.

An average admission cost for the 
play would run around $300-$1,200. 
With The Hamilton Education Pro-
gram, APUSH students were given the 
chance to create their own project or 
song focused around the musical to 
bring their personal cost down to a 
mere ten dollars. 

With this Education Program in place, 
a few lucky students from each school 
got the chance to perform their pieces 
on stage. Of DHS’s student body, juniors 
Devonte Marrick and Alex Posega took 
the stage to perform their original rap. 

“Hearing the crowds reaction to my 

rapping and singing gave me goose 
bumps! I perform all the time, but noth-
ing, I repeat nothing has ever come 
close to the amazingness I felt on that 
stage,“ said Merrick about his time in 
front of the audience.

Not only did Merrick and Posega have 
the chance to perform in front of the au-
dience, they also received a backstage 
tour with a meet and greet with the part 
of the cast. 

This trip would not have happened if 
it weren’t for Mrs. Vest. Single handily 
arranging the trip, Vest was able to write 
her way out, get the students in, and 
blew us all away. 

An amazing student opportunity over-
all, The Hamilton Education Program 
trip is sure to serve as a highlight for 
DHS APUSH students for years to come!

Fall Treats 
Sweet and Salty 

by Inga Collin 

Comfort food season is here, and 
here’s an amazing, sweet, and salty 
treat for you. Everyone has his or her 
specific take on the classic pretzels 
and chocolate. I’ve been in the kitchen 
whipping up something new for you to 
try this holiday season. In no time you 
will have amazing caramel chocolate 
cookies that everyone will love. This 
cookie is sure to cure anyone’s perfect 
comfort food craving. 
     Ingredients 
• 1 Egg
• 1 Egg yolk 
• 2 cups of all purpose flour 
• 1 tsp of baking soda 
• 3/4 cup of brown sugar 
• 1/2  cup caramel bits 
• 2 tsp cornstarch 
•  1/2 tsp Salt 
•  1/4 cup of sugar
•  1 tbsp of vanilla extract 

•  3/4 cup of white chocolate chips 
•  I cup of pretzel twists 
•  3/4 cup of butter 
    Directions
1.  Mix sugar, brown sugar, and but-

ter in a large bowl until it’s creamy.
2.  Beat in the vanilla, egg, and egg 

yolk as you continue to stir. 
3. Then add in your cornstarch, flour, 

baking soda and salt until a soft 
dough forms. 

4. Toss in your pretzels, white choco-
late chips and caramel bits. Note: 
Before putting in your pretzels, 
smash them into bite- sized 
pieces.

5. Mix all of the ingredients until the 
chocolate, caramel, and pretzels 
are even through your batter. 

6. Cover and refrigerate your dough 
for at least one hour.

7. Preheat your oven to 350 degrees 

Fahrenheit.
8. Line baking sheets with parchment 

paper.
9. Drop rounded tablespoons of 

dough 2” apart from one another.
10. Bake for approximately 8-10 

minutes. Cool cookies on wire rack 
and enjoy!

Happy baking!

Delicious pretzel caramel cookies. Photo 

by Inga Collin.

Because there really is sexual assault in the real world.

As a college student, walking to 
your dorm room alone at night, or 
even going to a frat party causes 
many to feel at risk. There’s been a 
debate of sexual violence statistics, 
especially that 1 in 5 women are 
sexually assaulted on college cam-
puses in her lifetime. 

11.2% of all students experi-
ence either rape or sexual assault, 
according to rainn.org. Among un-
dergraduate students, 23.1% of 
females and 5.4% of males expe-
rience these incidences as well. 
Sexual violence is more prevalent 
at college when compared to other 
crimes. Every 98 seconds, someone 
in the U.S. is sexually assaulted. 

Sexual assault is a huge issue on 
any college campus. Whether the 
victim was under the influence, or 
just was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time, it is never your fault. It’s 
not your fault that these assailants 
do not know how to treat people 
with respect.

As of August 2017, there are 358 
ongoing sexual assault investiga-
tions at colleges and universities. 
Individuals who have experienced 
sexual violence feel that they cant 
come forward or speak up because 
they were intoxicated or think it’s 
somehow their fault. You should not 
let your attacker have that much 
power over you. Only 12% of college 
students survivors report heir sex-
ual assault to the police. For every 
100 rapes committed, approximate-
ly 2 rapists will ever serve a day in 
prison, according to rainn.org. 

When asked if sexual assault 
was prevalent when he was in col-
lege, DeKalb High School teacher 

The Truth about College

by Grace Comer

Michael Petrov said, “Yes, I think its 
always a big thing in college. I think 
it will always be a big thing in college 
until our culture changes. We teach 
our boys to be dominant, to be ag-
gressive. Then these boys leave 
mom and dad for the first time, find 
themselves surrounded by a whole 
bunch of other boys taught to be 
aggressive and violent, and then 
alcohol comes into the mix, and 
its almost a formula that is ripe, 
that is perfect, for abuse. Until we 
start teaching different lessons to 
our boys, until we start treating the 
foundation of society differently, the 
abuse will never go away.” 

Sexual assault happens on a 
daily basis. More and more victims 
are speaking up and sharing their 
stories, but there is still no justice. 
Universities hide the fact that this 
assault is happening on their cam-
puses. Questions such as, “What 
were you wearing?”, “How many 
times did you say no?”, “Are you 
sure you said no?” bombard victims 
that do report their assault

There are famous people such 
as Harvey Weinstien and Donald 
Trump who have sexually assaulted 
women. Some boys and girls look 
up to these famed figures and think 
that it’s okay. It is not okay! Boys 
and girls need to know that consent 
is always required. Consent is a ma-
jor key to any relationship.  

It is always important to be aware 
of your surroundings. However,It is 
not your fault. Abusers should face 
consequences. I know it’s hard to 
feel yourself again after a traumatic 
event has happened. I urge you to 
stay strong and keep safe.
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Happy Death Day Review
A review on this thrilling movie

by Jefferson Martinez

Happy Death Day is out. For those 
people who like suspense and terror 
movies, I really do recommend this one.  

This movie was released by Univer-
sal Pictures on Friday, October 13th, 
and it has racked up over $70 million 
dollars worldwide. While it has received 
a 68% on Rotten Tomato, the movie it-
self is exceptional.

The plot follows college student 
Theresa Gelbman (Jessica Rothe) as 
she is murdered on her birthday. The 
dead Theresa wakes up to realize that 
she is reliving her birthday. This makes 
her go through a type of trauma. She 
realizes that the only way out of this 
situation is to find who the killer is by 
reliving the same moment over in or-
der to save herself. 

Happy Death Day was a good movie 

on both ends. The horror and suspense 
of the movie was good throughout and 
the comedy in the characters made the 
movie a fun one to see. Universal Pic-
tures did the movie well combining the 
plot with suspense and comedy, it usu-
ally doesn’t work but it was a hit with 
this movie. My rating for Happy Death 
Day would be a solid 86%.

Another good movie to go see is Li-
onsgate’s Only The Brave based on the 
elite group of firefighters that died while 
battling the Yarnell Hill Wild Fire in Yar-
nell, Arizona in June 2013. 

Brendan “Donut” McDonough (Miles 
Teller) is looking for a decent job to 
support his new born girl after getting 
bailed out of jail.  

He wants to give her what he 
never had as a child. He decides to 

apply for the Granite Mountain Hot-
shot Firefighters. 

Eric Marsh (Josh Brolin), leader of 
the fire fighting squad, teaches him 
a life lesson of overcoming the past 
and to be brave to whatever the fu-
ture may bring. 

Marsh then becomes a really good 
friend of McDonough’s family. The rela-
tionship between these two was really 
good. They would work together and 
they would have long talks

On June 28, 2013 the wildfire be-
came a serious problem in the city, and 
leader Eric Marsh decides to leave “Do-
nut” out of the mission since he is still 
inexperienced in his job.

The movie is really good and it will be 
one of the hits of the year. I give Only 
the Brave a 96%.

IT is back
Read the book that started it all

by Sophya perron

Many of you have probably seen the 
movie IT. If you haven’t, that’s okay 
because there’s a book too! It, by Ste-
phen King, was published in 1986. 

If you haven’t read the book It, it’s 
a very popular horror novel. It is set 
in a town called Derry. It is about 7 
friends, Bill Denbrough, Ben Hans-
com, Mike Hanlon, Richie Tozier, 
Eddie Kasbrak, Beverly Rogan, and 
Stan Uris. When they were preteens, 
they formed a loser club. That was in 
1958 when they encountered It for 
the first time.

It is an ancient creature that is a 
manifestation of everyone’s worst 
nightmares that comes back every 
27 years to kill people, although kids 
are mostly the target. It lives in the 
sewer underneath the unfortunate 
town. It can change forms into their 
worst nightmares. 

The first time the Loser Club  saw It, 
It was in the form of a fifteen-foot-long 
spider. They wounded It and didn’t 
hear from it for 27 years. 

The book tells two parallel stories. 
One is when they first met It in 1958, 
and the other is when they are older 
in 1985. In 1985, they had a reunion 
and decided to set out and destroy It. 
It had come back to kill more children.

What happens in the end is contro-
versial in many ways. Bill, Ben, Mike, 
Richie, Eddie, Beverly, and Stan get 
trapped in the sewers under the town, 
Derry as adults. They have to face It 
once and for all. Will they get out of the 
tunnels or will they die down there? 
You can find out in the book at your 
local library. 

The book was very bone chilling, 
and it kept me on the edge of my seat. 
I would highly recommend it. 

Pennywise, the clown from It. Photo pro-

vided by Creative Commons.

G.E.E. 
Golly gee, G.E.E. club is great!

by Jack Corbin

Started in 2015 by DHS alumni Sam 
Myers-Miller and Zoe Markle, Gender 
Equity & Empowerment club or “G.E.E.” 
began as a concept for students con-
cerned with issues surrounding gender 
equality, and identity politics to share 
their passion as well as make strides 
to inform and improve the community 
outlook towards feminist ideology. 

Myers-Miller’s mother, being a pro-
fessor of women’s studies at North-
ern Illinois University, she had a lot to 
say regarding how the group started, 
as well as how feminism has influ-
enced her life. When asked about the 
group and how her feminist influences 
spurred the creation of it, Myers stat-
ed, “The club started as a small idea 
among friends that grew into what it is 
today. I observed a lot of gender ineq-
uities that my peers and i were facing 
on a daily basis and found it necessary 
to create a community to discuss and 
take action. Gender affects everyone 
and high school is a vital time to de-
velop perspective and grow from there. 
I hoped G.E.E. could help people do 
that.”  

With her mother being a women’s 
studies professor, surely it has had 
an impact on her life. Myers claimed, 
“I was very fortunate to group up in a 
feminist household. My parents are my 
biggest source of inspiration. They con-
stantly supported me in my endeavors 
and never let anything get in the way 
of my goals as a woman going into the 
STEM field. They both are sociologists, 
and empathy is a huge part of their ev-
eryday. She’s taught me to be unapolo-
getic and that I don’t have to mute my 
gender expression as a woman in or-
der to be well respected for my work. 
Both my parents have shown me that 
taking action is important and though 
discussion is necessary, so is move-

ment. Growing up with role 
models like this as parents 
has shaped me into who I am 
today, and I am forever grate-
ful for them as parents, schol-
ars, activists, and friends.”

Fast forward to 2017, now 
led by Helene Collin and Piper 
Siblik, the club is well known 
at the school and continues 
to share its message through 
posters, presentations, and 
various promotional outlets. 

Tackling issues such as how 
society raises young men, as 
well as how to break negative 
stigmas surrounding the word 
“feminism”, the group’s meet-
ings typically follow the same 
basic cadence; assessment, 
then change. 

Everyone is given a chance 
to speak his or her mind re-

garding the subject and when mem-
bers have come to a general consen-
sus solutions and improvements are 
proposed. Whether that be integration 
of values on a marco scale or smaller 
alterations in peer interaction at DHS, 
the goal is always to promote positive 
social change. 

Having had a wide variety of speak-

ers such as Romeo Jackson, a senior 
at NIU, and queer trans activist working 
on a congressional internship advocat-
ing for trans rights, and Michael Petrov, 
DHS’s sociology teacher, the group has 
aspirations in mind to spread the im-
portance of human rights and continue 
to aid activists in their fight towards so-
cial justice. 

Rosie the Roveter. Photo provided by Creative 

Commons.
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Members of FFA pose. Photo provided by Trevor Yaegar.

A Look Into Our FFA 
DeKalb FFA makes thier way to National Convention

by Abigail Gasink

FFA isn’t all about sitting on trucks 
and talking about corn. Honestly, it’s 
never been about sitting on trucks 
and talking about corn. FFA stands for 
Future Farmers of America. FFA is a 
disciplined club. 

Sophomore Jade Ansteth stated, 
“FFA is a great way to learn about agri-
culture but also meet new people and 
make new friends.”

Most of the school only knows that 
once a year the FFA will park trac-
tors in the parking lot and bring some 
animals to school. That one week in 
February is National FFA week. FFA 
participates in more than that. 

The club competes in many CDE’s 
(Career Development Events). FFA also 
does even more for the community, 
such as, feed my starving children, or 
just even making lunches for employ-
ees at places like the Farm Bureau. 
One of the biggest times of the year is 

the National FFA Convention.
The 2017 FFA National Conven-

tion was October 25th-28th, and the 
DeKalb FFA was in attendance. FFA 
National Convention is where FFA 
organizations come together from all 
over the world. 

Junior Grace Gehrke stated, “FFA 
National Convention is really fun, be-
cause we get to spend time with a lot 
of people in our section, but we also 
get to meet a lot of new people from 
different places around the world. 
This year overall there were about 
65,000 FFA members, which set a 
new record.” 

Ansteth also attended at the Na-
tional Convention and stated, “That it 
was a great time. It put me out of my 
comfort zone meeting new people. I 
didn’t know I could learn so many new 
things from meeting new people.”

Gehrke is the DeKalb chapter 

Photo of Jade Ansteth and a military dog 

at National Convention. Photo by Jade 

Ansteth.

FFA members take a selfie at the National Convention. Photo by Trevor Yaegar.

President and one of the sections 
officers. “Being Chapter President is 
really amazing in my opinion, When I 
came in as a freshman I was very shy, 
so I put myself in situations that made 
me uncomfortable. So now that I am 
president, it has really taught me how 
to be a leader. I enjoy being able to run 
meetings and build my relationships 
with the members in the chapter.”

Ansteth is a DeKalb chapter officer. 
“Being a chapter officer is really fun, I 
used to be afraid of talking in front of 
people, but now that I’m an officer it 
makes it a little easier. I like bonding 
with the rest of my officer team, we 
come up with a lot of fun ideas.”

If you’re interested in joining FFA it 
is open to everyone. The next meeting 
is on January 4th, and if you want any-
more information you can talk to Mrs. 
Peterson in N113.

DeKalb FFA member poses with Puerto Rico FFA members. Photo provided by 

Trevor Yaegar.

A tractor pulls float for FFA. Photo pro-

vided by Trevor Yaegar.

FFA members pose with DeKalb 88 sign. Photo provided by 

Trevor Yaegar.

Sign that reads “FFA Way.” Photo provided by Trevor Yae-

gar.


