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The

Impacted by Gun Violence 

March For Our Lives

by Inga Collin 

On March 24, I went to the basement 
of my grandmother’s house in Madison, 
Wisconsin. I found my younger brother 
playing a video game where the object 
of the game was to kill everyone else by 
using a gun. I then told him to turn it off 
and said it was time to go. We live in a 
country impacted by gun violence.

In today’s society, guns are shoved 
in our face. Whether it be in video 
games, or the latest music video, they 
are present. I was lucky enough to 
stand up for my beliefs and rally for 
gun control on March 24, in Madison, 
Wisconsin at the March For Our Lives. 
Just like me millions of others were to 
do the same across the world in 800 
plus different marches. The spot light 
on gun control has been hit especially 
hard in the past couple of months. This 
is mainly due to the large numbers of 
school related shootings during this 
year. It has even been felt DHS, when 
students walked out of their class-
rooms for 17 minutes to show respect 
for those who lost their lives in the re-
cent Florida school shooting. 

Gun control is such a controversial 
topic and as with many complicated 
topics, a large portion of that is due 
to misunderstandings. The majority of 

people who are in favor of gun control 
want bans for assault rifles and stricter 
background checks. The phrase “gun 
control” may lead some to worry that  
their second amendment right could be 
lost. This is not necessarily true, and it 
is often where the disagreement starts. 
Some arguments are more than black 
and white. 

At the Madison march, students, 
teachers, Wisconsin senators, and rep-
resentatives all spoke about the lack 
of gun control and how it is affecting 
all of our lives. As a country, we have 
acknowledged these recent school 
shootings, but the issue is still pres-
ent. The March For Our Lives is here to 
break down that barrier and the youth 
of 2018 is leading that march. “Stu-
dent activism is what I pay attention to. 
Student activism is what I teach.” said  
Kristine Boss, teacher at Madison Me-
morial High School and March For Our 
Lives speaker. 

Going to school in America is now 
scarier than ever. This is not because of 
our typical mean kids, or the stress of 
homework assignments. It’s because 
of the fear if your school is next. The 
next to be all over the news that there 
has been another shooting. In just 

about every classroom at DHS teachers 
have objects to protect students from 
someone with a gun or a window break 
to escape. Rahma Mohamed, another 
student speaker in Madison, WI anoth-
er speaker, explained how “land of the 
free should not mean I have a shock of 
fear everytime I hear the school door 
slammed. Home of the brave should 
not mean that children should use their 
bravery to save their fellow classmates. 
Land of the free should not mean I’m 
scared to be sitting in a classroom.” 

We have the ability to  prevent any 
more school shootings. We have the 
ability to save our future and the fu-
ture of students like us. We will make 
that change. America should remem-
ber those who were lost, but to honor 
them calls for a change. The March For 
Our Lives and anyone else standing up 
for gun control is trying to make that 
happen, trying to better the future for 
America. ¨A gun has 26 working parts. 
A school shooting has countless work-
ing parts. The Senate has 100 work-
ing parts. The American Electorate has 
200 million working parts. A murdered 
child has no working parts.” Zanne 
Langlois in “The Chambers Of a Gun.” 

Signing Day

DeKalb held a second siging day for 
Student-Athletes signing their letter of 
intent.  Best of luck to any student’s 
that signed and the rest of their athletic 
career. 

16 Dekalb athletes signed their let-
ter of intnet.

The Signees were
•  Bryce Wheeler, Carthage Col-

lege, baseball, 
• Cyan McGee, Upper Iowa, track, 

Dennysha Kizer, Kishwaukee, 
basketball, 

Signing Day Number 2

by Zach Donahue

All photos provided by athletes.

• Gabrielle Dlabal, Benedictine, 
volleyball,

•  Jahi Craig, Central, football,
•  Kmaris Kirkwood, Upper Iowa, 

track, 
•  Matt Howard, Kishwaukee, 

baseball,
•   Matthew Montavon, Carroll, 

football/basketball,
•   Max Lange, Kishaukee, base-

ball, 
• Mireia Martinez, William Penn, 

Track,

• Nick Diaz, Wisconsin-Stout, 
Football, 

• Rocky Mills, McHenry, basket-
ball,

•  Zach Donahue, Wisconsin-
Stout, footabll, 

• Eric Nelson, Edgewood, base-
ball,

•  Matt Searls, Lindenwood, base-
ball, 

• Chloe Lucas, Kishwaukee, 
softball. 
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Mission Statement
The Barb Wire aims to encour-

age students in becoming ac-
tively involved to improve their 
high school experience by provid-
ing up-to-date, well-researched, 
and well-written news relevant to 
DeKalb High School.

EDITORIAL POLICY
The Barb Wire is produced approxi-

mately every month by the Journalism 
classes at DeKalb High School, 501 W. 
Dresser, DeKalb, IL 60115.  Letters to 
the editor may be left in Mrs. Solomon’s 
mailbox in the main office or be e-mailed 
to barb.wire@dist428.org. Letters must 
be 300 words or less and may be edited 
for length, clarity, or libelous content. 
All letters must be signed, but anonym-
ity may be granted if the editors see 
just cause. The Barb Wire will not print 
any material that is obscene, libelous, 
or that may be an invasion of some-
one’s privacy, or may cause material 
disruption of the school day.   

The staff of the Barb Wire is respon-
sible for observing the legal and ethi-
cal responsibilities expected of them as 
practicing journalists. Opinions expressed 
on the editorial page are those of the 
writer and not necessarily those of oth-
er staff members, students, faculty or 
administrators of DeKalb High School. 
Unsigned editorials are the opinion of 
the editorial board of the Barb Wire.  

The Barb Wire reserves the right to re-
ject any advertisement from any business 
or company if the editors see just reason.

The Benefits of Reading 

Why you should read actual books

by Solveg Schaffer 

Many people associate reading with 
a deadline, a school project to be fin-
ished, or some other kind of negative 
connotation. Unforturnatley, many peo-
ple only read when there is a grade on 
the line, and even so, they are forced to 
read things that they do not care about; 
such as genres and subjects they most 
likely have no interest in. However, 
reading has many benefits that every-
one, especially teenagers should take 
advantage of. 

Reading is an incredibly good way to 
boost your brainpower which means ba-
sically, reading increases intelligence. 
It increases your vocabulary immensely 
and just like doing your actual exercise, 
reading really gives your brain a great 
workout. Reading also helps you com-

prehend other subjects as well, like 
math, science, history, and of course, 
english. Reading can also help your 
long term memory; it fights Alzheimer’s 
disease, which is something that teens 
should take action to avoid now. 

Many teens face anxiety and read-
ing is a great way to destress. A good 
way to think of reading is to imagine 
that you’re exiting your life and entering 
someone else’s for a little. Being able 
to take enjoyment in the events and 
the adventures of someone else’s life 
is a great way to take your mind off of 
the stressors in your life and make you, 
overall, a happier and healthier person.

Not being able to sleep at night is 
another big problem among teenag-
ers that can be helped by reading as 

A great book recommended by Tiffany Walker. Photo 
taken by Tiffany Walker. 

well. Reading before bed 
can help you relax and 
make you more sleepy as 
you prepare to shut down 
your brain for the night. It 
stimulates your mind, but 
not too much to keep you 
wide awake; unless the 
book you’re reading is re-
ally good. For best habits, 
people should try to read 
at least 30 minutes at the 
end of the day to increase 
their brain power and help 
them fall asleep.

Overall, reading has 
so many benefits for both 
mental and emotional 
health and I truly believe 
that everyone should pick 
up a book and get to it. Go 
to your local bookstore, hit 
up the library, or go online 
to find a book you’ll enjoy 
and soon you’ll begin to 
see an improvement in 
your life and wellbeing.

Fun In the Sun!

Field Trip to Costa Rica

by Abigail Gasink

Costa Rica Waterfall tour. Photo provided 
by Emilie Schramer.

Welcome to natures wonderland! Photo provided by Emilie Schramer.

From March 22nd to the 29th, thir-
teen students and two teachers took a 
trip to Costa Rica. Those thirteen stu-
dents were Jessa Henry, Emilie Sch-
ramer, Izzy Spillane, Grace Bauling, 
Aidan Powers, Daniel Baggette, Na-
than Allen, Jonathan Handschuh, Me-
gan Weinberger, Piper Siblik, KD Jasso, 
Katie Dominguez, and Leslie Munoz. 
These students were all supervised by 
Ms. Wheetly, and Ms. McCabe.

Over this eight day/seven night trip, 
these students explored as much of 
Costa Rica’s nature wonderland as 
possible. Upon arrival, many students 
were affected by the drastic climate 
change. While friends left in DeKalb 
were making snowmen, these lucky 
students were tanning in eighty degree 

weather. 
Ms. McCabe, one of the teachers 

that went on the trip, stated “Costa 
Rica’s weather doesn’t change too 
much year round. It is usually in the 
80’s. They call May to August “winter” 
because it is the rainy season, and De-
cember to February is “summer break” 
for their students. They also have close 
to 12 hours of daylight year round be-
cause they are close to the equator.”

While in Costa Rica, the students 
went zip-lining, visited a pineapple 
plantation, went on tours in the moun-
tains and rivers, swam in a hot spring, 
learned how to salsa, met new friends, 
and stayed at many places. “There 
are many extremely enjoyable parts 
of the trip, but my favorites are zip lin-
ing over the rain forest canopy, visiting 
the beach at Manuel Antonio Park, and 
bathing in the hot springs.” said Mc-
Cabe.

During a part of their trip, the stu-
dents stayed with a “homestay” family. 

These families speak Spanish around 
the house, but have many activities 
around their neighborhood, such as: 
swimming, volleyball, soccer, and a va-
riety of parks. 

McCabe continued, “I also really en-
joy staying with host families because 
it allows us to get to know local Costa 
Rican families. This also forces my stu-
dents to practice their Spanish speak-
ing skills.”

Junior Emilie Schramer expressed, 
“My favorite part of Costa Rica was 
getting to experience another culture. I 
really enjoyed spending time with our 
host families and speaking Spanish in 
a native environment! The mountains 
and scenery were also amazing. It was 
a great experience, was very exhaust-
ing, but I would for sure do it again.”

Overall, the students enjoyed their 
trip and did not want to go home. On 
the plane back to Chicago, everyone 
slept because they were so exhausted 
from having a great time!
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DeKalb High Schools Plant Sale 

Come join the plant sale!  

by Arianna Rodriguez 

Hey Barbs, come join DeKalb High 
School’s annual plant sale!  If you want 
to purchase some beautiful spring flow-
ers, then make your way down to the 
DHS Greenhouse on May 11th from 3 
to 6 pm and May 12th from 8am until 
noon. This plant sale has been hap-
pening for over 20 years! 

When asked, “what’s your favorite 
part of the plant sale?”  horticulture 
teacher Sarah Peterson responded  
“My favorite part of the plant sale is 
seeing the satisfaction of the stu-
dents. They are always so surprised by 
how many compliments they get from 
the public on their products.  It makes 
students so proud to see their months 
of hard work come together in a suc-
cessful sale.” 

There are more products than just 
flowers being sold. The plant sale in-
cludes vegetables, herbs, succulents, 
and annual flowers as well. The flowers 
that will be sold are geraniums, petu-
nias, and campfire fibers with many 
more flowers to choose from. The veg-
etables include tomatoes, squash, cu-

Succulents. Photo by Taya Hoffman. cumbers, and lettuce. Basil and parsley 
will also be available. 

The preparation that goes in the 
plant sale starts fairly early. Sopho-
more Taya Hoffman explained the level 
of planning that goes into the plant 
sale. “There is a special and advanced 
planning that goes into the plant sale. 
Some of the things we plan out are 
deals and  how to attract the right con-

Hanging plants. Photo by Taya Hoffman. 

sumers. We see what days and hours 
we are going to be working during the 
day. She also added there is a lot of 
hard work that goes into the plant sale. 
“It’s a very organized process so that it 
can run smoothly.” 

 When asked  if the the horticulture 
class is is involved in any way freshman 
Benjamin Dohnel said “Yes the class 
is involved and everyone has a job. We 
water the flowers and fertilize them. We 
get a lot of people on dirt to help plant 
the flowers. Once that is done, some 
people put seeds in them.”  

“The plant sale is so amazing and 
the proceeds of plant sale go to the 
next year’s horticulture to fund the 
supplies needed. We usually sell most 
of our plants and that helps next years 
horticulture class too”,said Junior Lo-
gan Roach. 

Overall, horticulture is for everyone. 
There are so many different projects 
that will keep everyone busy and no 
one will feel left out. So come join the 
plant sale and purchase some won-
derful plants that will improve next 
years horticulture class!

Une journee à l’opera!

DHS goes to the French Opera in Chicago!

by Jefferson Martinez-Arguelles

French market pastries. Photo taken by Kai Weiler.

Faust cast taking a bow. Photo taken by Kai Weiler.

On March 21, 2018, students from 
the french classes were able to go to 
the French Opera for the second time 
this year. The major showcase was a 
french classic titled “Faust.”

The opera was about an old French 
scholar who realized that his scientific 
studies haven’t contributed anything of 
value, but for him to miss out on the 
opportunity of life and love. During 
multiple attempts to commit suicide by 
drinking poison, Faust decides to sell 
his soul to Mephistopheles, an agent of 
Lucifer, who exchanges his service on 
Earth for the service of Faust in Hell.

Faust agrees to sell his soul so he 
can gain youth and riches. He is later 
tempted and falls in love with a beau-
tiful girl by the name of Marguerite. 
The opera ends with Faust getting re-
jected by Marguerite as she finds out 
that he is owned by the Devil. Mar-
guerite refuses to join him, and she is 
saved by angels while Faust lives an 
infernal eternity.

Faust was one of the most an-
ticipated plays by the students of the 
high school’s french teacher, Madame 
Zimmerman. When asked what she 
thought about the opera, Zimmerman 
answered, “I love Opera in general, 
but this one is truly special because 

for the french club and french 
classes I choose these types of 
Operas so my students can get 
intrigued with the culture and 
the french language.”

Sophomore student, Dulce 
Hernandez, also expressed 
her thoughts about the French 
Opera. Hernandez said, “We 
waited for this Opera since the 
beginning of the year and be-
ing able to attend has been a 
great experience.”

But that wasn’t all. The stu-
dents that went to the French 

Opera were also able to enjoy the deli-
cacy of french cuisine at the French 
Market.

“Being able to attend to the french 
market was also a great experience be-
cause you got to try food that you would 
normally not eat, you also get to know 
more of the french culture just on the 
culinary side of it.” said sophomore 
Giselle Vergara.

Students got to enjoy french food 
and a great opera performance at the 
Civic Opera House in Chicago and Ma-
dame Zimmerman didn’t want DHS 
students to miss out.

When asked where stu-
dents can go to see the op-
eras, Zimmerman respond-
ed, “Any student can go to 
the opera. They can come to 
french club and I encourage 
students to enroll in a french 
class so they can get to know 
of this amazing country.”

So now you know! Ask Ma-
dame Zimmerman for the 
next French Club activities or 
enroll in a French class to be 
able to go to these amazing 
opera trips.

Next year there will be 
two operas; La Boheme and 
Cendrillon (Cinderella).
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A Blast from the Past 

Mr. DHS of the 2017-18 school year goes to....

by Kate Seimetz 

Mr. DHS is an annual DeKalb High 
School and community event for se-
nior students to participate in. It is a 
charity event where  the winner gets 
to choose a charity to donate to.  

The contestants are judged on 
Barb spirit through a video they cre-
ate to show to the judges, demon-
strating their heart of a Barb.  

For the second part of the event, 
contestants pick a song of their choice 
and lip-sync it for the audience. 

Thirdly, the talent show has the 
contests display their talents to the 
audience followed by a Q&A session 
in which the questions are chosen at 
random by the contestants escorts. 

Past Mr. DHS winners include; Wil-
lis Brei from 2016, who donated his 
winnings to Autism research and Mi-
chael Williams from 2017, who do-
nated his winnings to Mr. Shakir, Mr. 
Gonzalez, and the Ode family. 

“My favorite part of the production 
is everyone coming together. I get 
to spend time with people I haven’t 
normally spent time with through out 
high school. So many people love to 
get involved in Mr. DHS and it’s such 
a great way to end high school is with 
so many different people and being 
able to bond with all of them” said se-
nior Callie Borden. 

“Dress rehearsals are fun but also 
stressful! They’re long nights that we 
spend figuring out lots of tiny details 
for and it shows how much work really 
gets put into the show. We basically 
have to write down every little detail 
of the show and have a lot of commu-
nication with Mr Allen and others in-
volved in the show that help it run so 
smoothly” said Borden. 

“We, Callie Borden and I, have 
been working on this show with the 
boys since the end of February. It’s 

time consuming and takes a lot of 
work, but it definitely pays off” said 
senior Addie Norman. 

“The purpose of Mr. DHS is for the 
contestants to showcase themselves 
as a whole and to have fun with their 
friends all while giving back to a charity 
of the winner’s choice” said Norman. 

This year’s theme was called “Blast 
from the Past” which includes famous 
musicians from the past like Selena 
or Prince. 

This years contestants included: 
Matt Angel escorted by Katie Sharp, 
Nate Harrison escorted by Piper Sib-
lik, Cobe Schmerbach escorted by 
Gabrielle Dlabal, Richie Spahn es-
corted by Malia Britton, Noah Va-
lin escorted by Mireia Martinez, Jahi 
Craig escorted by Cyan Mcgee, Mikey 
Viet escorted by Addie Norman, Dan-
iel Baggett escorted by Callie Borden, 
and Andrew Murphy escorted by Ma-

ria Mascote. 
 Some of the highlights were Rich-

ie Span lip  singing Finesse by Bruno 
Mars ft. Cardi B, California Girls by Katy 
Perry lip-syncing by Mikey Vilet, and An-
drew Murphy lip-syncing to the “Yodel-
ing Walmart boy”. 

At the end the night the winner of Mr. 
DHS 2018 was Nate Harrison, followed 
by first runner up Andrew Murphy and 
second runner up Richie Spahn. 

When asked what motivated him to 
participate in Mr. DHS, winner Harri-
son responded “What made me want 
to do this was, when I was a fresh-
man, just seeing how goofy you get to 
be. I am a very outgoing person, but 
not many people know that so I got 
to show that when wearing my glittery 
prince outfit” 

Thanks to everyone in student coun-
cil, graphics, parents, and anyone else 
who made this night possible. 

All photos taken by Kai Weiler.


